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You’ll remember that the goal of our ministry is to glorify Christ  
. . . which we purpose to do (in part) by obeying His great commission  
. . . and this we’ll do by means of planting churches in Eastern Europe (and especially Ukraine)  
. . . and effect to do this by giving training to nationals and then assisting them in the planting of 
      new churches.  

 
Our training is a 3-year program, 10 months each year, and roughly 2000 hours of classes. We aim to give the 
equivalent of an American Bible college education, but aimed specifically and solely at training men to plant and 
pastor independent Baptist churches. Of necessity, a great deal of our time is invested in the men’s training. 
 

That’s been more of a challenge this school year due to the challenges which have come with Natalie’s health and 
necessary surgery and treatment. But our God is so wonderfully faithful! And you’ve been so encouraging to us.  
Thanks so very much for your care and for your prayers! Throughout 
these last 8 months -- with Natalie’s surgery and difficult and painful 
recovery, and with the abnormally extensive travel her care has 
involved for me – the Lord has made it possible to keep the training 
on track, with only slightly less accomplished than we had planned 
for this school year. Here’s how that has proceeded: 
 

• Tim Smith sacrificed of his time to teach the men at the 
beginning of the fall semester, coming up from his work in 
Istanbul, Turkey, and leading our students for 2 weeks. 

• BIEM’s classes in Kyiv have been good for our students 
during some of the time I had to be absent from Ukraine.  
Our students have joined with theirs for some of the classes 
offered in each of the last 2 semesters. It worked out that                                                                                 
they “happened” to be offering classes which fit our needs                                                                          
and schedule well. 

• In addition, Dr. Michael Petersen took valuable time from his ministry in Warsaw, Poland, to come and 
teach for another week of my absence. 

• And we have been able to schedule some of the few general education classes which are mostly taught by 
Ukrainian instructors; these classes have been in the areas of history, Russian and Ukrainian literature, 
creative writing, and Greek. 

• But above and beyond all of those efforts (and pulling it all together with efficiency) the Lord has made 
things work out exceeding abundantly above all that we asked or thought! 

 
Natalie is now feeling much better, and consistently gaining strength! Most of the last 2 weeks have been 
good days for her with virtually no pain and few digestive issues. The severe pain she suffered from a hematoma 
has disappeared, and won’t need further attention. We are so thankful and are rejoicing daily in God’s compassions 
toward us! She has lost a lot of weight and hasn’t seemed to have restored a bit of it yet. But she is eating much 
better and gaining in strength, so we doubt that we should be overly concerned. She will need 2 procedures – 
probably in June and July – whose purpose is to kill many of the tumors in her liver. Then the doctors think she 
should have a couple of years with no trouble (and before those procedures have to be repeated). It shouldn’t be 
many more months before she should be able to move back to Ukraine. It’s a wonderful prospect! 
 
Here in Ukraine I’ve been struggling with the nagging and sometimes severe pain of an abscessed molar. I 
decided it was serious enough to seek medical help when my face began to swell noticeably. As a result, 2 weeks 
ago I had a root canal. I’ll confess that I had grave fears about having that procedure done here, but we fortunately 
know a wonderful young dentist who is a Christian brother. The pain and swelling are almost completely gone now, 
but x-rays reveal some remaining infection at the tooth’s roots. I guess it will be a couple of weeks more before 
Volodya (our dentist/brother) ventures to finally cap the tooth. I’m hesitant to tell you of these troubles; I’ve imbibed 
the theory that it’s not wise to tell others of my troubles, because half of those who hear probably won’t care and 
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the other half (that would be you who know me best) will be glad that I’m finally getting what I deserve! 
 
 
It has been an unusual season of trials . . . 
 

• Within the last month we sorrowed over the sudden death of Vera, the professor who has been coming 
weekly these last two semesters to teach our students both a world history course and Ukrainian history.  
We grieve for the loss her family and church family) have suffered, and will miss the ministry she performed 
for us. Our students loved her and appreciated her teaching. 

 

• At 5 a.m. yesterday morning, our bookkeeper – Tanya – delivered her second child, stillborn. Tanya has a 
son in his early twenties, and both she and her husband were very hopeful about this pregnancy after an 
interval of so many years. Two months ago her doctors insisted that the baby was going to have problems, 
and that she should abort the baby. She refused, choosing rather to entrust her baby’s care to the Lord. I 
spoke to her today, and though she is grieving, she considers that she made the right choice and that this 
must be one of God’s tests for her and her husband. If you would, please pray for God’s comfort for Tanya 
and her husband, Yuri. And pray that this couple might grasp the fact that one of God’s rewards for 
honoring Him is the knowledge that they have acted in obedience and faith, and have delighted their God. 
 

• In addition, we have experienced far more illness among our students than ever before. We’ve even had a 
couple of days during which so many of our men were ill that we cancelled classes. This week has 
perpetuated those difficulties, but the weather has begun to turn in the last 2 days. We’re hopeful that we 
can put much of this trouble behind us for the rest of the school year. 

 
By early summer, two more of our men will be happily married! 
Roma was married during the fall semester.  Alexei (our student 
from Belarus) will be married here in Bila Tserkva in June. These 
are wonderful answers to prayer. We now have only 2 unmarried 
men (and 2 unmarried ladies who are our translators).  
 
Please continue to pray . . . 
 

• for Natalie’s continued recovery, and for the effectiveness    
of the upcoming procedures; 
 

• for the development and diligence of our students; 
 

• for a fruitful completion of this year’s classes; 
 

• for the 2 newest churches our graduates are pastoring; 
 

• and for this summer’s activities which will include a short  
time back in the States on account of your youngest son’s  
(Jeff) wedding, some recruiting for new students to begin  
studies in the fall, and additional time for ministries in the  
new ministries of our graduates. 

   
 
 
Natalie and I are so very indebted to you for your prayers and encouragement! We sincerely thank you. 
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