
This letter from a BIEM missionary in 
Central Asia will provide fuel for prayers.

Things have been moving at an 
alarming rate since I last wrote. The 
CliffsNotes of our lives could read 

like this: travel, sickness, bugs, computer 
hacked, parasites, worms, second com-
puter hacked and crashed, persecution, 
more sickness, no sleep, third computer 
hacked and crashed, baptism — out! Still, 
you can see the beauty of God’s plan in 
our lives. 

The baptism was of a man who 
showed up at our house the first week we 
were in the country. I shared the Gospel, 
then gave him an evangelistic “Hear It 
Now” player. (Hear It Now or HIN is 
an mp3 player that provides the New 
Testament audibly in languages of Central 
Asia. The players include uplifting hymns 
and salvation testimonies. Through HIN 
players, many souls have placed faith 
in Christ!) I didn’t see him again for six 
months — when he showed up in our ser-
vice and trusted Christ. This year I got 
to know him. He had been an imam in 

the mosque before trusting Christ. The 
power of the Word of God has radically 
changed his life! As an imam, this man 
was hateful, drunken, wicked, and lonely. 
Now he’s one of the most loving, caring, 
and helpful men. He’s sharing his faith 
in Jesus Christ with everyone he knows.

God’s protection has been evident. 
Several weeks ago, I was on my way to 
the capital to arrange another translation 
of the film King of Glory. As I drove 
through a mountain pass, a rockslide 
happened only two car lengths in front 

continued on page 2

“Central Asia” is the five 
formerly Soviet republics 
south of Russia and West 

of China. Some argue 
Azerbaijan should also be 

grouped with Central Asia.
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The Life of a Missionary in Central Asia

A former 
imam 

accepted 
Christ and 
received 
new life!

Following 
the baptism, 

believers 
fellow-

shipped at 
this picnic.

Nothing like 
a landslide to 
stop traffic! 
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of me. Boulders the size of Volkswagen 
Beetles tumbled down the mountain, 
along with grit and gravel. Praise the 
Lord, no one was hurt. I was able to tell 
other drivers our lives are but a vapor:  
it’s appointed unto man once to die and 
after that the judgment. They had never 
heard the Gospel.

More protection from God: a tick bit 
our middle daughter. Two weeks later, 
a massive rash appeared on the back of 
her head, where the tick had been. Her 

In August, Central Asian evangelist 
Elijah and his family saw God work in 
wonderful ways as they delivered mp3s 
with the New Testament, Bible lessons, 
Christian songs, and testimonies in 
Central Asian languages such as Tajik, 
Kyrgyz, Uzbek, and Russian.

My name is Erkin. Because of my 
illness, I’m completely blind. I have 
been with Christ four years. I do not 

read and cannot 
move without 
help. Not long 
ago I was oper-
ated on and I 
began to see the 
glory of God. 
Still, to my great 
regret, I cannot 

read the Word of God. But not long ago 
God made me a wonderful gift. From 
the city came a minister [Elijah] and 
blessed me and gave me an mp3. I did 
not even know there is such a thing as 
mp3. Now I listen to the Word of God 
whenever I want. I am very grateful to 
God for such a wonderful gift. I do not 
have to ask someone to read the Word 
of God to me; now I listen to the Word 
of God when I want! Thanks to my God 
and those who donated their finances 
for this blessing. May God bless you 
abundantly. 
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Pastor Righteous will be taking the 
film King of Glory to evangelize 

shepherds living in yurts like these.

…Central Asia Missionary continued from page 1

Hear It Now!
My name is Jyldyz. I was born in 1964. 
In 2015 I accepted Jesus as my Lord and 
Savior. I cannot 
read the Word 
of God. I only 
listen to God’s 
Word in church. 
My eyesight is 
-9. God heard 
my prayers and 
through the min-
isters gave me 
an mp3 from which I can hear the Word 
of God. This is an incomparable bless-
ing. When I received the mp3 into my 
hands, my tears began to flow. I am in-
finitely grateful to God and Jesus Christ. 
Thanks to all who have contributed to 
the spread of the Word of God. 

This year I will turn 89. My name is 
Vitaly. Since I see poorly, my wife 
wrote for me in large letters verses 
from the Scrip-
tures every day. 
I could not read 
t he  Word  of 
God, but now 
I have an mp3, 
and through it I 
listen to God’s 
Word. I was so 
glad when I was 
given this player. 
It is my dearest 
gift in life. When I received it, I did 
not let it out of my hand and enjoyed it 
all the time. I was edified by the Word 
of God and did not give it even to my 
wife. She took offense. [He laughs.] She 
complained to her friend about this and 
told God’s servants who distributed the 
mp3s. Finally, my desire was fulfilled; 
the Lord heard my wife’s prayer and 
answered. Now we listen to the Word 
of God together. All glory to God.

Gifts designated “Central Asia 
Ministry” will purchase more Here 
it Now! (HIN) players. Can you help?

continued on page 3
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children with Down syndrome. (In those 
lands, families typically hide such people.) 
We’re supplying her with diapers for older 
children, so they can live a bit more nor-
mally. By demonstrating love for those 
whom society shuns, this nurse is seeing 
souls come to Christ. Thank you for your 
gifts, which allow us freedom to help with 
such outreaches. 

Brothers and sisters in another Central 
Asian country have been arrested recently 
for attending home churches. Others face 

lymph nodes swelled, and she had daily 
fevers. She practically quit eating and had 
no energy. I told the doctor I believed it 
was Lyme disease. Our daughter was fine 
while on five days of antibiotics, but as 
soon as they ran out, symptoms returned. 
We visited doctors in two countries, but 
they couldn’t diagnose her and told us she 
was fine. She wasn’t. Her weight loss and 
fevers were scary. Our BIEM advisors 
instructed us to bring her back to the U.S. 
for treatment. 

We were boarding a Turkish Air flight 
to Chicago when the manager unexpect-
edly jotted something on our boarding 
passes. Bumped to business class, at no 
charge! That woman had for no reason 
for the change, except God’s prompting! 
By then, our daughter’s temperature was 
higher than ever. In the U.S., we rushed 
to Mayo Clinic, where they confirmed it 
was Lyme disease. [She began a course of 
antibiotics and has improved.]

Despite being home, ministry doesn’t 
stop. We work closely with national 
partners throughout Central Asia. They 
continue to evangelize, baptize, plant 
churches, and more. For instance, a 
Christian nurse visits homes and helps 

This nurse tends needs of 
both bodies and souls.

Repentance Miracle for Samuelito

…Central Asia Missionary continued from page 2 fines and imprisonment. Another brother, 
Mark, was beaten for his faith in Christ. 

Please pray that  their faith won’t 
waiver,   they won’t let fear gain a 
stronghold,  for their protection, and 
 for their leaders to continue fearlessly 
with the Gospel. 

Last Saturday, River and Philip 
baptized several new believers, despite 
the persistent watch of the secret police. 
River shared, “I understood something as 
I walked away from the head of the secret 
police. God placed him in his position, and 
I must respect him and obey him as much 
as is possible. I also understood that God 
has adopted me, and my position in Him 
is much greater than that of the head of 
the secret police. Since I’m God’s child, 
the police can’t touch me without God’s 
approval. So I walked away with renewed 
courage and determination to serve the 
Lord with all my strength as long as my 
days allow.” 

Please continue to uphold these 
Central Asian leaders in Christ: River, 
Philip, Mark, Andrey, Zealous, Almond, 
Righteous, Barnabas, and Julie (Women’s 
Shelter director). Please pray for us, too, 
as we visit supporting churches in the 
States.  

Bible Visuals International (www.
biblevisuals.org) has granted per-

mission to translate and produce their 
materials in the Republic of Georgia. (This 
former Soviet republic is sandwiched 
between Turkey and Russia.) 

Since few Sunday school/VBS materi-
als are available in Georgia, some of our 
missionaries have begun work on two 
pilot projects: a Sunday school series titled 
Repentance and a missionary story called 
Miracle for Samuelito. These full-color 
Bible lessons and missionary stories are 
ideal for use in Bible schools, camps, and 
Sunday schools. Phase 1 is complete, and the 
project has progressed to editing and design. 

We thank the folks at BVI for their 
permission, and we praise the Lord for this 
opportunity. May He use the finished materi-
als to bless many children in Georgia!  

Translation Project!
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Chilly nights didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of 
young campers near Kriushi, Russia.

Pilgrim Camp in the woods of Vyshny Volochyok, Russia, 
gives young people opportunities to minister to peers.

Harvest is a holiday in which churches thank God for His provision.

“I believe,” declares a floating backdrop in Belarus, 
where three churches baptized twenty-one people!

In the Bilbao district of Lima, Peru, Omar Muñoz rejoices 
to see his young church growing. Part of the increase has 
involved sharing God’s Word in parks and on the street.    

In September, the church in Ternopil, Ukraine, baptized 
six joyful believers at their Rehabilitation Center.

Glimpses of the Harvest fields


