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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

We are midway through our spring semester of training, and have far too much to relate since the last newsletter.  
Our interpreter, Sveta, delivered a healthy baby boy, and with the birth of Daniel – her 7th child – she can no longer 
be a daily help to us.  So Katya has been fulfilling that role and is more and more of a delight to work with. 

January began with a week in Antalya, Turkey, where we joined Tim (another BIEM missionary), Sasha and 
Julia (Ukrainian missionaries in Antalya), my son Micah and his family (who traveled from the nearby republic of 
Georgia), and Kristi Colas (who flew down from her missionary labors in France) . . . to fellowship with and minister 
to our very dear Central Asian friends (pastors and their wives). The week was a wonderfully fruitful and refreshing 
time with these saints. My travel through the airport in Istanbul was a nightmare, both coming and going; but that’s 
another story and the Lord handily worked it out. 

We had planned to begin the semester later than usual. But then the start of our training came even later than 
we had hoped due my bout with pneumonia. In over 10 years here in Ukraine, Natalie and I never had to resort to 
the medical system and doctors of Ukraine. Actually, I’ve been very hesitant, even fearful, of that possibility. So I 
suppose that God allowed the experience to alter my perspective and also to warm my heart and humble me by the 
many who helped me during that week and a half. Two young nurses from a nearby church came daily to give me 
an IV of antibiotics and injections both morning and evening. Another nurse from that church took my blood and ran 
it through the necessary lab work. Igor, a pastor-friend and one of our graduates, daily transported and 
accompanied me to x-rays, pharmacies, doctor’s visits, blood tests, and laser treatments. Each of these refused to 
take any payment for their work. In addition, wonderful friends called daily to see whether I was okay, and others 
came with food they had prepared for me. It was overwhelming to be on the receiving end of such love and 
kindness! 

Still, by now, we’ve finished a number of courses. We expect that, by the end of May, we can yet accomplish all 
that we had planned for this spring. Our men have begun to make plans for the summer, which will involve them in 
a number of ministries. Some hope to make missions trips again, and we’ll hope to be able to give them some help 
with the costs of travel. 
 

Amid all the other busyness, I just returned last week from a brief trip to the States.  It’s a tough decision to 
take time out of the semester to be away, but I was thoroughly blessed by great missions conferences, both at 
Faith Baptist Church (Lebanon, PA) and Fourth Baptist Church (Plymouth, MN). These were opportunities not only 
to minister and to be ministered unto, but also to see old friends and make new ones, as well. And I was able to 
spend a few brief hours during those conferences with each of my 3 sons and their families! While in Pennsylvania, 
I also had the unexpected blessing of attending the 40th anniversary banquet (and sacred concert) of Victory Baptist 
Church (Reading, PA), my home/sending church. I returned to Ukraine, arriving last Tuesday evening, with a full 
heart, a joy to be back “home”, and an enthusiasm to get back to work. 

 

Our churches here keep pressing for greater missions 
outreach.  This weekend – Friday and Saturday – the 
independent Baptist churches of our city and area hosted 
a large missions conference. We deemed it wise to set 
aside classes on Friday so our students could attend. I 
had no official function there, but Friday was my birthday. 
I should have been more wary of my students’ schemes. 
Between 2 sessions, I noticed my students heading 
toward the front, carrying flowers. I prayed that it wouldn’t 
be happening, but to no avail. One of them made a little 
speech and then called me forward to receive the flowers 
and their congratulations. I’m very sure that my face was 
observably red with embarrassment. You know how there 
are some sorts of attention that you’d like to avoid? Then, 
we all sang (with the help of the crowd) my favorite 
Ukrainian hymn. That part thrilled me, if not the other.  

A scene from the missions conference at Grace Baptist Church, 
Bila Tserkva (photo borrowed from an internet posting by the 

church’s pastor, Pavel Marchuk) 



 

I have a handful of very special requests. The first one should be answered, however, by the time many of you 
receive this newsletter. 

1. Our interpreter, Katya, was hospitalized with pneumonia during part of the time I was in the States. She has 
now been recovering at home. But she remained “out of commission” this weekend. Nadya, another friend 
and interpreter, has been helping in Katya’s absence and is a great blessing. Still, we are anxious for Katya 
to be well and to be able to rejoin us.  

2. I neglected to mention earlier in this newsletter that one result of the weekend’s missions conference was 
that 30 young people went forward to commit themselves to missions! God seems to be working in an 
exciting way, igniting a fire in churches and individual hearts for the task of taking the Gospel to the world! 
Pray that God will continue to keep that fire burning and give the necessary direction and enablement to 
these earnest hearts. 

3. I mentioned how my students’ “thoughtfulness” toward me was very embarrassing. But it seemed to 
produce a beneficial result! After that unintended advertisement of our ministry, I had at least 3 men 
approach me to inquire about enrolling in our pastoral training. What an encouragement! 

4. Now we are experiencing something new to us; we have more men wanting to come than we have the 
ability to enroll! You’re correct in thinking that this is a good problem. Still, we are perplexed how to 
proceed. We are uncertain whether we can create room for additional students at our present meeting 
place. And the enrolling of more students will increase our financial needs, part of which has been 
graciously supplied by a very generous supporting church. And then, of course, we require wisdom from 
God to enroll the right men. 

5. A number of our men will be planning summer ministries for more practical ministry experience. Please 
pray that God will open significant doors of opportunity and enable us to help them in this part of their 
training. 

6. By the end of June, I must get an extension to my 1-year, temporary residency visa. Please pray that this 
will be acquired smoothly and without undue complications or cost. 

7. Last week, a thief (or thieves) broke a window in the church in which we hold classes, entered the building 
and broke several doors and their locks. We found a few things missing, some with real value. In addition, 
apparently he/they purposed to take other articles found out of their places as if readied for removal. We’re 
concerned that the thieves might well return, now that they have “cased” the place. We are contemplating 
what further security measures might be effective. And at least one of our students is sleeping in the 
building each night, at least until we can be more confident in the building’s security. 

 

I’m sure this news has exceeded your expectation of brevity.  But I must add that we are dependent upon 
God’s wisdom and mighty arm extended to us on account of your prayers. Thank you sincerely for your part in 
enabling us and empowering us to be engaged in this work! For my part, there’s no place in all the world I would 
rather be, and nothing at all that I’d rather be doing. May God bless you in at least the same measure as you have 
been an enormous blessing to us! 

 

Your servant for  
Jesus’ sake,  

 

Address:     Gumenyuk (for Bruce)  email:  uabruce@gmail.com 
2a Kotsyubinskogo #20,  phone:  011 380 97 358 88 78  (EST + 7 hours)  

 Bila Tserkva, Ukraine 09108 
 

Sending Church:   Victory Baptist Church - 1059 Victory Circle 
Reading, PA   19605  phone: 610-376-9888                                          
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