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Praises	–	Rejoice	with	us!	
v BIEM missionaries, the Hoblitzes, share that, “Every Friday, we go out to the public square, and do 

colportage work. We have had thousands of Gospel tracts printed and passed out, and many New 
Testaments. Last week, a young college girl received Christ into her heart, and a young Georgian man 
wants to meet again.” Praise God for responsive souls! 

v In February, we requested prayer for Grisha Fomichov, the father of BIEM missionary Igor 
Fomichov. He’d had a stroke that left physical and mental effects. Although Grisha hasn’t had a full 
recovery, he’s much better. More exciting, in April he placed his faith in Christ!  

v The military conflict in eastern Ukraine had prevented students from attending the Seminary in Kyiv 
until about a year ago. At first two came, then five.  This spring session, that number increased to ten! 
We praise God for each of them! 

v In Goncharovsk, Ukraine, Sasha Petrenko organized a floor hockey team for youth. This would serve 
the community and enable him to evangelize. In a surprise to everyone, Sasha’s team of newcomers 
took 2nd place in a tournament! This military community’s respect for our missionary shot up. May 
God continue to use this outreach for His glory! 

Prayer	–	Pray	with	us! 
v In May, Sam Slobodian and Sergei Debelinsky will be visiting churches in the US. Brother 

Debelinsky is president of the Brotherhood of Independent Baptist Churches in Ukraine. He’ll be 
sharing God’s Word but also bring updates on ministry in his country. Please pray for safe travels and 
blessed services. 

v In Central Asia, secret police found and raided the church of Pastor River. They then went to the local 
school, where they detained and threatened his two children. River reports that pressure has eased up 
again, but local authorities clearly have their eyes on him. Please uphold in prayer this pastor and his 
family. 

v In Eastern Europe, even unsaved children are starting to ask BIEM’s church planters, “When will 
summer camp be?” What a wonderful situation when we don’t have to drum up interest, because the 
children themselves are eager for camp! Please pray for the upcoming camps:  for no serious injuries, 
for spiritual decisions, and of course for needed finances. Of the $40,000 goal, we have received 
about $10,000, so $30,000 is still needed. 

v In the past, we have requested prayer for a youth pastor for the young church in Ternopil, Ukraine. 
Praise God, they now have one! A dedicated young leader whom the youth respect has moved to 
Ternopil and agreed to minister in this role for at least a year. However, one of the ministers from the 
Rehabilitation Center has decided to return to his home in Eastern Ukraine, so now prayer is needed 
for a Christian man who can assist that ministry. 

 


