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July  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

One of the greatest events each summer for us is camp on a bank of the Desna River. In it 

we unite youth from Chernihiv, Goncharovsk, and Desna. Camp begins with dividing the youth 

into several teams, in which we are trying to help people from different places to know each 

other better. I love that at this camp we have all the attention from those teenagers. We live 

together for five days and can share the Gospel, not only on theoretical level, but by showing 

these kids what it’s like to be a Christian on a daily basis.  

When we shared roles in a team this year, I was asked to be responsible for the spiritual 

part. My task was to prepare everyday topics for discussions and organize evening services. 

Discussing different things with teenagers helped me make couple observations. Fashion and 

culture do change, but young people face the same problems and ask the same questions as when 

I was their age. One of the things adults usually think about teenagers is that this is absolutely 

another generation, which is true only in part. People from all generations are sinners; they are 

looking for truth and they all desperately need Jesus. I knew that, and it helped me to remove our 

age barrier. We talked about things like: what makes my life valuable? Is it just a cosmic mistake 

or does it have a superior design? What is true freedom: doing whatever I want, or to obey 

freely? What is true love? And how can I find my calling and know what to do with this life? 

Many kids were very active in discussing this. The gospel was the center of each discussion as 

well as evening services.  

Generally, I would say that this camp was one of the best we did in recent years. The 

duties were wisely distributed, and each member of our team did what he or she can do the best. 

Some teenagers who were at camp this year are going to colleges in Chernihiv, and it is great 

now they that know about our church and they know our teens.  

After the camp, I had many meetings in Chernihiv. It always happens, when I come back 

from camps or seminary sessions. But praise the Lord, it was a great time and I was able to 

witness about camps and the importance of them and those blessings God gave us at each camp. 

At the beginning of this camp there was a storm and many children joined us in prayer. My son 

and Daniel (Igor Fomichov’s son) were sitting in the back of my car and praying. This was a 

great spiritual lesson, and I used it to share with our church members during our one-on-one 

conversations.  

After a busy week I had another trip, the last one till the end of August. This was 

Chervona Sloboda. It is interesting, the number of school students in the village of Chervona 

Sloboda is around 200. The first time I was at the camp there was in 2003. I go to Sloboda 

almost every summer, and now I feel like I know every kid in the area, both young and those 



 

 

who grew up. We decided to eat lunches at the local restaurant, and all the waitresses there were 

our acquaintances because they were at camps when they were younger. This time there were 

only two of us: Igor Fomichov and me, and we brought our sons with us too. The first day of the 

camp there was rain and not many children came. The next day the situation was a little better, 

but still there were not many kids. So, we decided to go into the village, just walk the streets and 

meet people. We met all the children we knew. Some of them felt that they are too old for 

camps; others simply didn’t know we had come. The next day we had many kids. And some 

older students came in the afternoon to chat and have a cup of tea.  

It was a great time. We had a lot of opportunities to share gospel, and we spent a good 

time in fellowship with each other and with our sons. The sad thing was at the end of a camp, 

since we heard bad news that our friend Yana Ryabchenko (Sasha Ryabchenko’s brother’s wife) 

passed away with her unborn baby. This was shocking news, and we had to leave camp for the 

funeral. Please pray for Yuri (Sasha’s brother) and his two sons.  

Besides that, July was very cold and rainy. Our nation voted for new parliament and now 

we are in the process of forming a new government. There are different feelings in our churches 

about new politics, but we are trusting in the Lord and not in the sons of men. I think that the 

greatest expectation now is ending the war and continuation of reforms. Please pray for our new 

government and for Ukraine.  Thank you for your prayers and support.  

 

August  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We praise our Lord Jesus Christ for several baptisms we have had this month. First one 

related to a guy whose name is Dima Fokin. Dima Fokin and Dima Hryshchenko were the first 

students who came to faith under our ministry in Chernihiv. They both have interesting stories, 

though Dima Hryshchenko decided to be baptized a couple of years ago while Dima Fokin had 

postponed this decision several times. Dima Fokin studied history at Chernihiv National 

University and even participated in several archaeological excavations. He helped us a lot with 

our ministry. He was active in inviting his friends to our events and played guitar at our worship 

group. Sadly, like 

many young people 

in Ukraine, he 

decided to leave his 

career as a historian 

and archaeologist 

and moved to 

Poland to work at a 

factory. This is 

what happens to 

many our graduates: because they cannot find well-paying jobs in Ukraine, they move to Eastern 

Europe (those counties which are in the E.U.) and work there. But Dima goes to church in 

Poland and serves there with his musical talents. He wanted to be baptized at our church because 

he feels that we are his native family and he hopes to come back to Ukraine sometime in the 

future. There was another baptism coming, but we had to baptize Dima earlier because his trip 

home was almost over. We did baptize him in the Desna River. As guests, we had our friends 

from the Desna church. It was a wonderful time, and we heard some great testimonies both from 



 

 

Dima Fokin and his best friend Dima Hryshchenko. Please pray for Dima and for those young 

people who are now scattering all over Europe in hope of a better life. Praise the Lord, there are 

churches that take care of them and that the language in most of those countries is not too hard to 

learn. 

The other baptism we held at 

the end of August. We had an exciting 

week in Bilogorodka camp, which I 

will tell about shortly, and at the end 

of this week we had the honor to 

baptize 8 people, 5 from the Desna 

church and 3 from Chernihiv. Among 

them was another guy who also came 

to Christ at the very beginning of our 

ministry in the city. He has a very 

kind character and has been a good 

help in the ministry for years. His 

name is Vanya. He strongly believes 

in the Gospel, though he had doubts 

whether he had to be baptized since he 

had been baptized as a baby in the 

Orthodox Church. After a detailed study of baptism and hours of counseling he finally decided 

that he wanted to be baptized as a testimony of his faith in Jesus Christ. We also baptized Dasha 

Hryban, who is a professional choir singer. She graduated from music college in Chernihiv and 

had plans to continue her study in France. She has been a part of our church for three years and 

finally decided to be baptized. 

Another very interesting story is 

about the third girl we baptized. Her name 

is Veronika. She came to church a year 

ago. While a student, she was the 

roommate of Sveta, who is now Maksim 

Bogomaz’s wife. Sveta witnessed to her 

for a long time, and she visited church 

occasionally. She is an artist. She has 

tattoos on both of her arms, and who 

would have ever thought she will give her 

heart to Christ. But this summer she was 

on a trip with some Christians to Europe. 

One of her companions was another girl 

from our church. On this trip, she started 

to visit a Baptist church and talked to the girl from our church about God a lot. Finally, she came 

to faith, and after returning from that trip she told me that we need to talk. She shared her 

testimony and said that she wants to be baptized. I told her that if her faith is genuine and she 

really accepted Christ as her Savior there is no obstacle for her to be baptized. I counseled her 

and others who wanted to be baptized and asked Veronica specifically to think about this and to 

let me know her ultimate decision. She called me on the appointed day and said that she will. She 

reminded me of the Ethiopian eunuch who was baptized by Philip.  



 

 

So, this summer we baptized four people and actually had two baptisms. As you see, 

some of these people have been in Christ for a long while, and Veronica has just become a 

Christian. But whether early of late, we are glad to see all these people testifying about their 

faith. 

It was also a blessing to see our friends Sam and Amy Slobodian at our baptism 

ceremony. Brother Sam, Eugene Buyko, Igor Fomichov, and I were baptizing these people 

together. 

Two other events were of big importance for us in August. First was a camp at Desna, 

where we had a great opportunity to join our friends and coworkers in the ministry and have 

another great camp together. What I love to see at those camps is how our kids join us in the 

effort of serving others and sharing the Good News with those who never heard it. Pastor Igor 

asked me not only to teach Bible lessons but also to prepare a questionnaire for leaders to ask 

their kids after the lessons. This helped us to communicate Bible truths much better and to make 

them more personal.  

The other camp was in Bilogorodka. It was a relatively large camp (in comparison to 

what we have at our churches). But we also had a lot of help from Eugene’s teenage children and 

their friends. It is probably the best dream of a minister to see his children in the ministry. At this 

particular camp I was asked to teach English classes, which I was glad to do. We also 

collaborated well with Amy Slobodian, who brought beautiful crafts and led classes for children. 

These are the main events that took place in August. Thank you very much for your 

prayers and support. We love you and keep you in our prayers.  

 

September  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

September was a spiritual battlefield for us. Right before the first day of school, our son 

started to complain that his head aches. This had never happened before, so we immediately 

became suspicious. Seeing that it wasn’t getting better, we went to a hospital, where he was 

diagnosed with meningitis. As we learned later, this was not caused by bacteria which is worse, 

but by some sort of virus. Anyway, he spent almost three weeks at the hospital. At first he was at 

a room alone, and we tried to visit him as many times as possible. But then he got a roommate, 

and he felt better there. We prayed and asked many other people to pray with us. We saw God’s 

hand all through the process. The disease was diagnosed at the right time and the treatment was 

successful. Praise the Lord, our son is home now and we hope he will go to school next week. 

Please pray for him. So far, it seems that there are no consequences, but still please keep him in 

your prayers. 

Like righteous Job, we have to be ready to receive good times and bad times from the 

Lord (Job 2:10). This period was purifying for our family. I would say we both began to spend 

much more time with the Lord and in fellowship with each other. The difficult times always 

teach me to be more sensitive to those who are going through difficulties in their lives. Visiting 

Kirill at the hospital gave us an opportunity to share the Gospel with his roommates and even 

their parents. Please pray for these people as well. 

Students who spent the whole summer in Europe have begun to come back. Some of 

them were happy with what they had earned; some were disappointed. We had many personal 

meetings, rejoicing with those who rejoice and weep with those who were weeping. All we know 

is that true happiness and joy are found only in the Lord.  



 

 

On Wednesdays we began a new study of Gospel of Matthew. We discussed how we 

could improve the Bible Study and decided that the teacher needs to ask more questions for 

discussion. So now in our studies we pay more attention to answering questions using the text.  

We’ve almost finished the epistle to Ephesians on Sundays. After studying profound 

Bible truths on the topic of the church in the first three chapters, we are now in the very practical 

part.  

Besides preaching in our church, I had the privilege to preach once in the Desna church 

and in the Goncharovsk church.  

I am glad to share with you our joy that now we have another young couple who 

announced their decision to get married this coming spring. Their names are Denis and Maria. 

Denis is our musician and Maria is one of those people who came to our church from another 

church in town. Almost two years after my ordination I still hadn’t had a chance to conduct a 

wedding ceremony. We’ve already had several counseling sessions with both of them, and I 

talked to Denis individually. If God allows, they will be the second couple who to get married at 

our new church. Please pray for these two. 

Right now I’m getting ready to go to the seminary. I received a lot of notes to translate, 

which has kept me busy this month. The work on the notes is done, and now I’m going to 

interpret for two wonderful teachers, Kevin Gaugler and Gene Crouch. Their subjects are the 

Book of Genesis and Theology of Missions. I praise the Lord for this opportunity as well. While 

interpreting for others, I also learn a lot of things. After my graduation, I thought that now I 

know almost everything; however, years in ministry have revealed to me that this was only the 

beginning. I love this side of ministry; you’re always learning and growing. This is an ongoing 

process. Please pray for our seminary, for our teachers and workers. 

It was difficult for us to begin the new ministries that we had planned to start, so now we 

have to move forward faster. Pray for the children’s and teenagers’ ministry that we want to 

develop this year.  

Thank you for your prayers and support. We always keep you in our prayers.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 

 


