
 

 

 
 

The Savchuks 

 

2nd Quarter Report, 2019 

 

April  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

My friend once told me that it is not events that make our life; it is the people whom we meet. 

Being in the ministry means always meeting new people, feeling their pain, and sharing a little 

bit of yourself every time. Our greatest advantage as Christians is that we don’t have to help 

everybody in need; rather, we share where everyone can get help. It is in Jesus, who saved me 

and who is always ready to save you (Hebrews 7:25).  

 

This month we met a special girl in Halyavin (the psychological hospital, mostly for orphans). 

Her name is Anya. Anya was very different from all the other kids. I asked her where was she 

from, and she answered Chernihiv. By her words, she lived in a good district of our city and 

went to one of the finest schools. I wondered why she was there? My first guess was that she was 

simply lying. It often happens with orphans; they say things like they have fancy houses and rich 

parents, etc. So I thought maybe this was the case. But a nurse told me that it is true. The girl’s 

problem was anorexia (when people lose weight because they think that they are too much 

overweight; they refuse to eat and look very skinny and ill).  

 

This fact frightened me much, because this teenage girl almost ruined her life because of paying 

too much attention to her looks. This is a real problem with our teenagers. Looks mean almost 

everything for them, and their biggest fear is to look worse than others. On the other hand, I was 

so glad that these circumstances led this girl exactly to a place where she heard the gospel. Most 

of the time, living a good life with no serious problems makes us think that we don’t need God, 

but hard times cause us to seek Him. Please pray for Anya. She heard the Gospel, and we hope to 

see her in the city and invite her to our church. 

 

Another occasion to share the Gospel was near Easter. By the way, our Easter is a week after 

yours. It was our teen Bible study, and one of the boys is named Taras. He invited three of his 

friends. Knowing that, I decided to spend more time on introducing the Gospel and talking about 

some counter arguments that usually are used by atheists. These guys are in seventh or eighth 

grade, and now almost every subject at their school teaches that there is no God. So they listened 

attentively, and by their answers I could tell they never heard any alternatives to the Theory of 

evolution.  

 



 

 

I was disappointed by not seeing them the next week, but Taras told me this was because the 

theater class that they attend is at the same time we have our Bible study. We hope to see them in 

the summer. Please pray for these boys. 

 

On Good Friday we decided to show the movie “Risen” at our church and invite our friends and 

those who attend movie clubs. This was an interesting film. I had never seen it before, but I was 

told it was very powerful. It really was, but I noticed that though this movie really proves the 

resurrection of Christ, it doesn’t clearly represent the Gospel. But it was a great illustration for 

the short sermon I gave after the movie. It was a good event. I saw some people crying, and one 

guy decided to go with us for an Easter trip on the following Sunday. Praise the Lord. Please 

pray for other occasions when we can share the Gospel in understandable language and informal 

settings. 

 

It is almost a tradition to visit the Desna Church on Sunday. Usually we need two vehicles to 

bring our church members to Desna, but this time we needed a van and two other vehicles. The 

total number of people at the service was sixty, and for those who have visited Desna you may 

be sure the sanctuary was packed.  

 

Our musicians led the worship, and pastor Igor honored me with a request that I preach. My 

sermon was on Isaiah 53, and I was glad to share the gospel, especially with those people whom 

I knew were not yet saved. After the service we had a great time of fellowship, playing 

volleyball, and card games, and of course doing our BBQ. This was a very long day. I went 

home exhausted but happy. Praise the Lord for our brothers and sisters and for the loving 

fellowship we have between our churches.  

 

These are the April blessings we wanted to share with you. Thank you a lot for supporting 

BIEM’s good work, praying for missionaries, and visiting our churches. We are so thankful for 

such good friends like you.  

 

May  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Sometimes as Christians who live in countries where there is a freedom of conscience and 

religion, it is hard to imagine what it’s like to be under a persecuting government. I grew up in 

the post-communist era. I saw an echo of it everywhere, but it all seemed like a corpse of a dead 

beast. I was born in the eighties on a military base, which was a heart of Soviet ideology; but 

praise the Lord at the age of fourteen God found me through a Bible study group led by BIEM 

missionaries. Since then I have been able to share the gospel freely, and none of our officials has 

ever tried to prohibit us in anything related to the way we worship or do our Christian activities.  

 

That’s why it was heart-touching to hear testimonies of people from Central Asia, where 

Christianity doesn’t have this amount of religious freedom, and what’s worse, is prohibited in 

many places. The most dangerous thing I ever faced as a Christian in my country was mockery, 

but these people risk their lives for faith in their Savior.  



 

 

In the beginning of May, there was time 

for me to think about these issues. I’m so 

glad that God allowed me to be at the 

conference organized by BIEM for 

Ukrainian seminary students to show 

them the need in Central Asia and to call 

them to ministry. It is really logical that 

people who have freedom, education, 

resources and experience go to countries 

where the vast majority of the population 

speaks Russian (which most Ukrainians 

can fluently speak).  

 

At this conference I served as a translator 

for our American friends. But it was much more than an occasion to assist with my gift as 

interpreter. This conference opened my eyes and made me pray a lot for these restricted 

countries. While at the conference, I stayed at the dormitory with students, and I heard what they 

think. Most of them were touched too, and I hope and pray that many of these young men and 

women will take a step and be a part of this outreach. Please pray for Central Asia and what 

BIEM is doing there. 

 

The summer is close, and some of our church 

members are going to Europe for seasonal jobs. 

It makes me a little sad, but I know that this is 

an opportunity for them to make some money 

and be able to survive economically through the 

winter season, which is really hard because of 

big bills and a need for warm clothes (which are 

not cheap).  

 

Our nation elected a new president. It is always 

a hope that this might improve the economical 

situation. But anyway we praise God for peace 

in our area, and also it is a good sign that Ukraine has her sixth president now, while some other 

post-communist countries still have their first. Please pray for Ukraine, for peace in the East 

(there are hopes of reconciliation with the new government, we have a parliament election this 

summer) and for improving our economy, and of course for reaching out people, who openly 

reject Christ even in this environment of religious freedom.  

 

My old friend Vadim visited me in the middle of May. He wanted to see our church and us as a 

family. After our service we went to Goncharovsk to visit Sasha Petrenko, and to our surprise we 

found there a bunch of people from Desna. It was a great service there in Goncharovsk, and I’m 

so glad that the churches planted by BIEM missionaries are now in such a brotherly relationship, 

assisting and visiting each other. Now we are already making plans for summer, when we’ll have 

several children’s camps. I know that the people from Chernihiv, Goncharovsk, and Desna will 



 

 

help each other with these important ministries. Please pray for the camps, for the children, and 

for the ministers.  

 

My wife had the honor to teach at a Bible Study for sisters in our church. It was an interesting 

experience because she asked me to help her with preparing her notes. I was amazed how she, as 

a woman, can see details in the Bible that men simply ignore. For example, she shared her 

thoughts on Job’s wife: everybody sees his wife’s suggestion that Job curse God and die as an 

act of apostasy, but my wife shared that maybe she did it out of great compassion, knowing that 

only death could give Job relief. Anyway, her subject was not on this episode, but I’m glad that 

we do have a Ladies Ministry in our church, and that sisters can study the Bible together, seeing 

from the Word of God how they can be better wives and women according to God’s design. 

Please pray for this ministry as well. Sometimes even unsaved women attend these groups out of 

simple curiosity, and they have found them very practical and useful. 

 

Thank you for your prayers and support. We always feel your love and care. God made us all 

brothers and sisters, and this is the greatest blessing in life—to be a part of this huge family.  

 

June  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I’m writing you this letter to share how God 

has been leading us through June and which 

opportunities He was opening for us for 

sharing the Gospel and proceeding in our 

ministry.  

 

Many of you know that my wife’s relatives 

live in Russia. To be more precise, they are 

in a Muslim region called Bashkortostan in 

the middle of the Russian Federation. We 

heard about five different “-stans” at our 

spring mission conference in Kyiv, so this is 

another one, but unlike the others, this is not an 

independent country, but rather part of modern Russia. 

We planned to take a ten-day vacation and go to visit 

Alusia’s father, mother, and older sister. The trip took us 

1,200 miles and almost two days on the way.  

 

Ufa is the capital of that region, and Alusia’s relatives 

live there. Driving through Ufa, I saw a mosque, and my 

father-in-law told me that this one is the biggest in 

Europe. I still haven’t had a chance to verify this, but I 

can tell you it is pretty big. We shared the gospel with 

our relatives many times, but they always say they are 

Muslims and don’t want to change their religion. I prayed 

for a good occasion to explain the importance of faith in 



 

 

Jesus Christ, and God gave me an opportunity. It was a family dinner at Alusia’s uncle’s home. 

Her uncle, by the way is a Muslim priest. He was a military officer most of his life, and now he 

has decided to serve at the mosque. His wife tried to convince us that their religion is true. I 

asked her what is her hope of getting into heaven? She said her good works. I asked what Allah 

will do with bad works? She said he will forgive them if her righteousness will outweigh her 

sins. I asked how it is possible for a person, who lived a totally good life and killed another 

person to avoid justice and simply be forgiven? She said it is impossible. And this provided a 

good chance to explain that here is the difference, that the true God is just and He cannot close 

His eyes to sin because of our good deeds; sin must be punished, and this punishment was laid 

on His Son’s shoulders. That’s why we all need Jesus as our substitute. We keep praying for our 

relatives and ask you to pray for them. This land is in need, and Islam is growing there. 

 

Right after the drive back home, I received a call from Eugene Buyko. I had promised Vika 

Sychova, who visited Ukraine this summer, to drive her to Kyiv, because she wanted to visit the 

Buyko family. So, Eugene suggested I speak at the Pukhova church that night. I was tired, but 

thought that I could, and I agreed. Before I gave my message, Eugene asked me to share a couple 

words about the summer camp in Goncharovsk that we had right before our trip to Russia. This 

was amazing camp and I was glad to witness about it. 

 

Doing ministry in small towns is difficult, because you need to spend a lot of time there before 

people will trust you. At first, camps there were hard, and we faced great opposition from 

parents, officials, and the school. But year after year the relationships have started to get warmer 

and warmer. Several years ago, the school principal asked Sasha Petrenko to work as part of their 

school camp, so now we can hold our Christian camp on the property of the public school, which 

was hard to imagine just a few years ago. There is still some opposition to it. And there was a 

teacher, who said she is Orthodox, who always forbade children from attending our program. So, 

during days when she was 

on duty, we missed 

twenty to thirty children. 

This year we had a large 

camp of up to 150 

children, and I noticed 

that this lady teacher 

allowed her class to join 

our camp. Some changes 

have taken place in her 

thinking, and now she has 

stopped fighting us. For 

me it was a great 

testimony and lesson that 

it takes time to speak to the hearts of people. It is a joy and honor for our family to be part of this 

team and to do camps in Goncharovsk. Pray for this town, and for the Petrenko family, and for 

those children, who were at those camps. 

 

This summer eight young adults from our church went to Europe to work. This is sad, but praise 

the Lord almost all of the seats in our sanctuary are occupied each Sunday. We have visitors who 



 

 

attend services occasionally, but there is one young couple, Andrew and Alyona, who seem to be 

interested in joining our congregation. They have little church experience, and both recently 

came to the Lord. They like our church and we are working on discipling them. Of course, they 

lack understanding in many things, but they are open for studying and show much respect to me 

and other leaders. Please pray for them.  

 

These are the most important things we wanted to share and ask you to pray for. We always feel 

your care and support, both spiritually and financially. We pray for you and ask you to keep 

praying for Chernihiv and the ministry we are doing here. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 


