
 

 

 
 

The Savchuks 
 

1st Quarter Report, 2019 
 

January  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We want to share with you some of those blessings God granted us this month. Just a 
week before New Year’s Day, I got a call from a friend who told me that he and his family, as 
well as one other family, want to join our congregation. There are certain circumstances in their 
church that led them to this decision, and also they like our church and have been thinking about 
joining us for a while. I checked with them and their pastor and found out that there is no hidden 
sin or conflict. Everything is quite clear to all of us. So I told them that we are willing if they 
want to be part of our church. They have to attend with us for several months and then make 
their decision. If they still have this desire, we will gather our church council and discuss the 
matter of receiving them as our members. Please pray for this. With these additional people, our 
congregation has grown larger, and we see that they also invite their friends and relatives. One 
thing I really like in this situation is that these people say that they like our church because of 
sound Bible teaching. This is probably our main distinction, and we do our best to stay faithful 
on that ground.  

Traditionally we celebrate 
New Year all night long, even in 
churches. It has nothing to do with 
partying or anything inappropriate. 
It is simply because the New Year 
begins at midnight, and this is when 
we all sit at the table and eat New 
Year’s meals and give each other 
gifts. For all these years that we 
have served in Chernihiv we have 
celebrated New Year at our home 
with all our church members. But 
this year we decided to celebrate it 
at church. To my surprise, there 
were 32 people present. We played various games, shared a meal, and had great fellowship. 
Praise the Lord, our office felt a little bit stuffy, but we enjoyed our friendship and time spent 
together. 

Sometimes God answers prayers in a magnificent way. Our family was in need. We sold 
our broken car last year and didn’t have enough money to buy a better one. Used cars in Ukraine 
cost much more than in your country [the USA]. We were praying the whole year. I constantly 
had in mind to find some money to buy another used car and hope it won’t break down fast. But 



 

 

in December I got a call from BIEM. Eugene told me that there are funds for me to buy a new 
car. I was amazed. At first I could not believe it. Igor Fomichov and some other brothers from 
the Desna church helped me to find a very good car, which was only several years old and had 
low mileage. This car seats seven people, which is also a great advantage for the ministry. Praise 
the Lord for this blessing. 

The answer to this prayer helped us to 
proceed with another ministry. We were 
praying and considering starting a ministry to 
orphans. We met a girl who used to go to an 
orphanage in a Chernihiv suburb. She said it 
would be wonderful to continue this. So we 
asked how many children were there, and 
found out that there are eleven children with 
different kinds of mental illness. It was a 
challenge, but we prayed and decided to go. 
We bought presents for those kids and took 
seven people from our church. One guy who 
went with us used to work at a big restaurant 
in the city. His responsibility was to entertain 

the children. He also joined in playing with the kids. He shared that he had never seen such 
happy children. All the kids he had worked with [in the past] were from rich families, and it was 
really hard to surprise them with anything. But these children were so glad to receive us and 
played games with great enthusiasm. At the end, I presented the Gospel to them, and they all told 
us that they believe in Jesus. We also noticed all the nurses and one doctor listening closely to 
the Gospel presentation. They even asked questions at the end of our visit. So please pray for 
these kids and this orphanage and their staff.  

In my previous letter I wrote about the director of the Drug Addicted Anonymous 
organization. His name is Artyom. We continue to study English together, and he even invites 
his friends to visit our English class at the church. He still strongly believes that he is Orthodox, 
but in our conversations he opens more and more. I feel he really likes our church and has a great 
interest in the Bible. Please keep praying for him and his friends. God calls all sinners, and many 
of my friends who are now in the ministry were addicted at some point, but God released them 
and granted them His great freedom. 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  
 

February  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I thank our Lord for this winter. It was packed with events, meetings, difficulties and 
blessings. Recently we had a guest from the Brotherhood of Independent Baptist Churches. His 
name is Pastor Nickolay Rozjnyatovskii. He is now responsible for the fellowship with the 
churches in the central region, where our city is. He said that he really liked our church and 
noticed that the majority of our members are young people. He asked what we do in order to 
unite young people and lead them to Jesus. Thinking how to answer, I said we don’t have a 
specific strategy; all we do is try to spend time with young people and do activities they like. 
And when they feel they have become friends with us, we share our faith and explain our 



 

 

principles. That’s it. The Gospel is always the center. We never try to say some general truth, 
like we have to be good or moral people, drugs are bad, etc. We start with Jesus and the need for 
all people to trust in what He did on the cross, because without that saving faith we are lost. 

As an example, I explained what we recently had in our office. In February we decided to 
host another activity to attract unbelievers. We have a popular intellectual show on TV called: 
“What? Where? When?” During the week, people send their logical questions with answers to 
the administration of the show, and then the best 12 questions are asked to the team of six 
intellectuals who have a minute to answer each question. We decided to do a similar game at our 
office. We put an invitation on Facebook encouraging college-age students to send us their 
questions. We also formed a team of intellectuals, who were basically our unsaved friends. And 
finally we invited everyone who was interested to come and watch the game. That night we had 
27 people, most of them not from the church. The game was successful. Those who came shared 
their best feedback with us. Afterward we also had fellowship time, and we had an opportunity to 
tell new people about us. We also saved their contact information. This is how it works in the 
first stages. Then we invite them again and try to do our best to make friends with them. Events 
like that give us an opportunity to show others that we are normal people who like to play games 
and discuss different things and have fun, but we are united by our faith and the love of Christ. 

The other thing we do is our movie club. We find some good movies and show them at 
our office on a big screen (via projector). This attracts a lot of people and gives us a good 
opportunity to make friends and share our faith. Because many plots of those movies raise some 
crucial philosophical questions, we share that the Bible has answers to all those questions.  

We also follow several 
soccer cups, and once in a while 
we watch games on a big screen. 
This activity attracts guys mostly. 
While watching soccer, we can 
also talk about life and difficulties 
we face. Sometimes it looks like a 
men’s ministry, because in these 
circumstances men are much more 
open to talk and share what they 
think and feel.  

We would never think of all 
those activities as an alternative to 

church services. We see them as a bridge between church and the world. The only goal of these 
is to make friends and invite people to church.  

Twice a week we have Bible study groups. I teach 2 Corinthians on Wednesdays, and 
Sergey Antipenko teaches New Testament Survey on Fridays. I mentioned in a previous letter 
that we had six new people in our church. Sometimes they raise some interesting theological 
questions, which gives us an opportunity to teach the clear view of the Bible. We even decided to 
hold a doctrinal class once a month on the first Saturday of the month.    

On Sundays we study the epistle to the Colossians. And now we have a good tradition to 
have a meal after the service. Several sisters from our congregation cook food at home and then 
heat it at the church. They give us a receipt, and we divide the cost between those who eat. This 
gives us another opportunity to spend time together and have fellowship.  



 

 

We also continue to go to the 
orphans at the mental hospital. Our last 
visit was a difficult one. As I mentioned in 
my previous letter, not all of the children 
there have a mental disorder. Sometimes 
they are pretty normal. Teachers at 
orphanages send them there for bad 
behavior or disobedience. But this time 
most of the children were really mentally 
ill, and it was hard to share the gospel with 
them. But, anyway they were listening, 
and we saw happiness in their eyes as we 
told them about the Good News. Please 
pray for this ministry. This is new and 
very precious for us.   

In addition, we do have a children’s ministry, which is now divided into two. The first 
one is our official Children’s Bible Club on Saturdays, where we have up to ten children each 
Saturday. And we have a children’s room working during our Sunday services. This one is 
mostly for our own children. Our sisters take turns leading it every other Sunday.  

So this is how our church looks, and this is what we did in February. I ask you to pray 
specifically for those people who came for the first time to play the intellectual game, and for 
those who came to watch movies. I especially ask you to pray for Lyosha and his girlfriend Ira; 
this couple looks close to the Gospel. Pray for mental hospital and for our children’s ministries. 

Thank you very much for your prayers and support. We love you and pray for you.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 
 

March  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Beginning in Soviet times, it is quite customary for our people to celebrate Women’s Day 
on March 8. Though historically it began as feminists’ demand to treat sexes equally, here it is 
all about honoring women. It is like a mix of St. Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day. All men are 
busy trying to buy flowers, clean houses, and even cook food. I have remembered this holiday 
since I was a boy. It has always been a good day to honor your mother, sister, and grandmother 
and give some presents to girls in your school. 

In some churches Christians also celebrate this day and state how valuable sisters are for 
us. This year several ladies from our church told me that they want to talk about March 8. I 
automatically suspected that they wanted us men to prepare something special for them. But I 
was wrong. They told me they wanted to hold a Women’s conference at our church. They 
wanted to invite sisters from several other churches and prepare lessons for them on being a good 
wife, mother, and sister in the church.  

I replied that it’s a really good idea. I looked through the materials they wanted to study 
and encouraged them to do it. It was the first experience in this field for our church. We invited 
the ladies from Goncharovsk, Desna, and Kozelets (a town near Desna). Two sisters from our 



 

 

church and one lady from Desna taught the material. Twenty-five women attended. There were 
also several girls who weren’t Christians, but they had another chance to hear the Gospel, and the 
atmosphere of the conference was a great testimony of God’s love towards them. We received 
some very good feedback after this event and we saw the great importance of these ministries. 
Now we are thinking about doing something like this for men and for our church as a whole.  

We continue to do our ministry at Halyavin, which is a mental hospital for children, most 
of whom are orphans. There isn’t a big group, usually up to fifteen children, but each child stays 
there for a couple of weeks. We go there once a month now, which means we always see 
different kids. Some of them are very hard to work with because of their disabilities, but some 
very smart children, especially those from the orphanages, because their teachers sometimes send 
them to the hospital for bad behavior and disobedience. We ask you to pray for these children. 
We do our best to share the Gospel with them and show God’s love through what we do. 

I am also well pleased with our teen ministry. We started it last fall. Now we have ten 
teenagers who regularly attend this ministry every Saturday. Alusia is responsible for the 
teenagers, and she often asks me to teach a Bible lesson for them. Last time I was there, fourteen 
kids came. They listened attentively, and when I said, “If you believe that Jesus Christ died for 
your sins…,” five or six yelled, “We believe!” I’m sure we have to do our best as a church to 
help these young people to find the light of Truth in this dark world. Please pray for them as 
well. 

We also want to share our joy of six new members joining the church. I wrote before that 
there were two families and two single ladies who wanted to join our church. We gave them two 
months to think and then gathered the church council, where we decided that these people might 
be good members for our congregation. We received them as members and our church has grown 
a little bigger now. Praise the Lord.  

There are some people in the city who attend other churches but like our teaching. For 
them, and for those from our church who are now away for work or other business, we’ve begun 
a YouTube ministry, recording and sharing our sermons. This is also a new field for us, but God 
already blesses us through it, and we are glad to serve other Christians besides our congregation. 

I also want to share our relatively new tradition of sharing a meal after the church service. 
This gives us an opportunity to talk more and to share our thoughts and make plans. We have 
enough excellent Ukrainian food so whenever you can, please come to visit us here. We are 
always welcome to see you. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support,  
Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 
 
 


