
 

 

 
The Savchuks 

 
4th Quarter 2018 

 
October  

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

At the end of August, Eugene Buyko told me that I 
should prepare to translate for a week in October. He 
explained there would be a team from the U.S., and they 
wanted to do a charity mission for orphans and widows. 
Eugene also told me this team was planning to be in our 
region, and Igor Fomichov was preparing an outreach for 
widows in Desna. We had been thinking about starting a 
new ministry at an orphanage or a boarding school. There is 
a school for children with eyesight problems, and many of 
the students there have only one parent, or no parents at all. 
We have good relationships with some teachers there, and 
they allowed us to drive some of their students to our 
church. In my letters from last year I told you about Vanya 
and some of his friends from this institution. Unfortunately, 
the principal of the school said that she didn’t want to allow Christians to come, not even for a charity 
mission. We were disappointed and asked our church to pray.  

What we didn’t know was that God had a plan for this situation. One of our church members, 
Maksim, informed us of a great need and a good opportunity in another place. This one is a 
rehabilitation center for children with Down syndrome and other disabilities. We telephoned their 
principal, and she told us she would love to have us come. We decided not to waste a second and began 
preparations. Alusia and Olya and other sisters from our church did a tremendous job preparing gifts for 
these children. They ordered toys and other needed items by Internet and spent a couple of days (and 
even nights) packing those presents. Their idea was to buy gift bags and stuff them with presents. The 
principal told us they have around 100 students, so our sisters packed 100 gift bags for them. 

October came, and I had a chance to meet those wonderful people who traveled overseas for only 
one reason – to share God’s love by demonstrating care for widows and orphans. The day came when it 
was Chernihiv’s turn to receive the American guests. I had already traveled with them and interpreted 
for a whole week. I understood that this charity project now rested mainly on the shoulders of our 
church. And they did a great job! Our American friends shared their testimonies. It was a little bit hard, 
since these children do not sit and listen the way ordinary children do. Still, they and their teachers heard 
the Gospel. After the short program, our friends gave the presents to the children. They were so happy to 
receive those gifts. Please pray for this school. They are close to our church, and we need to find ways to 
continue the relationship and ministry there.  

Now when I recall all the places we visited and all the good work the team did, I’m so thankful 
to the Lord for giving me an opportunity to play my small role. Having even a small part of all those 



 

 

good deeds our friends did in Ukraine still makes me so happy, because I saw what it really means to 
love God in practice. 

When I came back after the trip, I said thanks to everybody who took part in the project. It was 
also hard to adjust to my normal routine, since I’d been through a lot of fellowship and work, and I 
needed some time to let all this sink in. 

The hardest thing in planting a church is that you expect people in whom you invest the most of 
your time and effort will stay so that you can turn to new people and begin investing in them. But the 
truth is, you never know who will stay and who will leave; it is all in God’s hands not in yours. There 
are two guys I want you specifically to pray for; their names are Sasha and Dima. They are high school 
students and this fact inspires me the most because our first converts were high school students who 
later became college students.  

I would also ask you to pray for Sergey Antipenko, he’s been in the hospital and now he goes 
through a long period of rehabilitation. He has some rare disease of the backbone, which cause him a lot 
of pain (this is not arthritis). Doctors say he will be ok but needs a lot of time of physical therapy and 
other treatment. In spite of all the pain, he and his family still help me with ministry and now he has 
started a new Bible class on New Testament survey.  
Please keep in your prayers our Bible classes (Wednesday and Friday) our church services, English 
classes, Christian Movie Club, and Table game nights (on Thursdays).  

Thank you for your prayers and support. We love you and always pray for you.  
 

November  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Praise the Lord, we had started a children’s ministry and now see fruits of our labor. Now we 
have a children’s Bible class every Saturday. Eight to ten children come every time, and we have two 
awesome teachers. They are Alusia and Olya Antipenko. It has been quite a while since we participated 
in children’s ministry on a regular basis. Alusia has experience in leading Sunday school, since she had 
been a teacher in Desna. But we moved from there more than six years ago, and since then we have only 
assisted at summer camps. Children are different; it is much more difficult to work with them than it was 
10 years ago. Anyway, we are glad to have this ministry and those children not only attending children’s 
ministry, but also attending other meetings we have at our church. There is one very special boy whom 
I’d like you to pray for. His name is Daniel, and he is from a large family. He is very open toward the 
Gospel and for fellowship.  
 We had two outreach events this month. One of them was an Alias competition. We printed out 
invitations and handed them to students. The goal for them was to organize a team of six and come to 
our office and play. Alias is a great game for making new friends. Fifteen people came, and ten of them 
played. The others were watching. Since nobody really organized a team of six, we decided to divide our 
guests into boys and girls. It was very fun game. Of course, the girls won and got their prize. At the end 
of this we had a chance to drink hot tea with cookies, and during that time we were able to tell them the 
Gospel and share what our church does.  

Sergey Antipenko started a very interesting ministry at our church a year ago. It is a movie club. 
He and Dima Grishchenko find some good movies, either Christian or with good moral and clean 
content. They invite students and young adults to come and watch those films, and at the end of each 
they have a discussion, during which Sergey shares the Gospel and explains what the Bible teaches on 
certain topics. Now they have up to twenty people every Sunday night, most of whom have never been 
to church. Please pray for these people as we get to know them and share the good news with those lost 
souls. 



 

 

I’m sure you’ve heard on the news that our government issued 
military law in certain regions of our country. The criteria was how close 
the region is to the Russian border. Our region borders on Belarus and 
Russia. But praise the Lord, God is good and there has been no 
provocation or military attempts from Russians, and we live a pretty 
normal life. Our local authorities are even installing a Christmas tree and 
ice skating rink. Please keep praying for our country. We are always in 
need of prayers for peace and in hope that God will end the war. 

The other thing we had this month in our church is Thanksgiving. 
Most Baptist churches in Ukraine celebrate their Harvest festival in 
September. But our church is very young, and we don’t feel any 
connection, neither with agriculture, since we live in urban area, nor with 
old traditions. So we decided to celebrate Thanksgiving just like our 
American friends do. It is always a good opportunity to invite people to 
church for attending American Thanksgiving Day. We had begun our 
ministry from an English class, and it was always a good reason to come 

and talk about English-speaking-country traditions. However, we do it our way. Instead of Turkey we 
buy chicken, which is easier and cheaper to buy. On Thanksgiving we had twenty people. There are two 
for whom I want to ask you to pray. One is Artyom, who works with drug-addicted people. He says that 
he is an Orthodox believer and his work is rather social, but he is open to talking about God and very 
curious about our beliefs. He asked me to teach him English, because he needs it for his job. I agreed 
and invited him to our church. I also ask you to pray for Tomara. She teaches children’s dancing and 
attends our English class. Thanksgiving Day was the first time she heard the Gospel, and I see that she is 
open for continuing fellowship. She made some good friends with our sisters, and now she feels at home 
in our congregation. 

Every Friday night we have New Testament survey, and every Wednesday Bible Study on 2 
Corinthians. I’m glad that people at our church are provided with good spiritual food, and we do our best 
to make it our main distinction. There are churches in town, but unfortunately not all of them focus on 
solid teaching of the infallible God-inspired Word.  

Thank you very much for your prayers and support. We love you and keep you in our prayers. 
 

December 2018 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This year was special for our nation. There was a calendar reform in the middle of the 20th 
century, which led to a division between the Orthodox church calendar and the soviet calendar. The 
difference between them was a shift of fourteen days. Because of that, we have been celebrating 
Christmas on January 7th for decades, but now our government decided to acknowledge officially the 
25th of December as a holiday. It used to be a working day before. So now we can officially celebrate 
the season together, and we wish you the best and warmest wishes on the day we consecrated to 
celebrate the incarnation of our Savior. 

At the end of this quarter I would say that one of the greatest blessings we had was our children’s 
club. My secular education is teaching, and I can confidently say that the best group to invest knowledge 
in is children. They have different backgrounds and their own stories; some come from relatively good 
families, some from socially insecure families, but we love them all and try to share the love of Christ 
through our ministering to them. We use different methods for punishment and rewarding in our Bible 
classes. The best motivation for them is to gain points (or to lose points in the case of bad behavior). We 
give them banknotes according to the number of points, and they can use those in our gift store we do at 



 

 

the end of each semester. Children love gifts and especially when they see those as a result of their 
effort. At our store they were able to buy candies, bubble gum, crayons, toys and some other things. I 
can tell for sure they were glad to have those things, and events like that usually serve as a great 
advertisement for their friends and even parents. Thank you very much for donating for projects like this 
one. Without your help, we would not be able to express our care and love for these children in the way 
they understand it. 

There is one interesting person I’d like you 
to pray for. We have a non-government organization 
called “Drug Addicts Anonymous.” I have a friend 
who went through that program, and he introduced 
me to a director of that organization. His name is 
Artyom and he was looking for a personal tutor in 
English. I thought it might be a good opportunity to 
share the Gospel and to cooperate with these people, 
especially knowing that they highly recommend 
their attendants to visit a church or other religious 
institution. Artyom is a very nice person. He is a 
good English student, and he shared that he is an 
Orthodox believer. His words remind me of 

Matthew 12:34 where Jesus told a scribe, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Please pray for 
him and for other drug addicts in the city, because it is still a great problem among young people in our 
country.  

I always encourage our church members to invite their friends, explaining that this is the best 
way people can come to Christ. This December we decided to hold our Christmas service on the evening 
December 25, and I was so glad that Tanya, a girl who plays the piano in our church, brought two of her 
non-saved girlfriends, whose names are Katya and Julia. They both are musicians, and they liked our 
Christmas Evening very much. There were also two guys who attended movie nights on Sundays, they 
heard the announcement about Christmas and decided to come. Their names are Volodya and Yura. 
They both heard the Gospel message for the first time, and they say they agree with what they’ve heard. 
Please keep praying for these people. In all, we had around thirty people who came to our Christmas and 
if you have ever been to our church, you can picture that the place was pretty crowded.  

Our Christmas program was simple and focused on the Gospel. We sang some Christmas songs 
and played a couple games. Then we showed several videos, and finally I presented the Gospel. My 
main message was: It doesn’t matter whether you celebrate it on the 25th of December or the 7th of 
January; the point is what does this holiday mean to you. I said that yesterday (December 24th) was the 
birthday of my Dad, but I haven’t noticed anybody celebrating, and the reason was because it only 
matters to those who have relationships with him. The same with Christmas, the date means nothing: it 
is all about relationships. Christ came to give His life in order to renew our relationships and save us 
from eternal punishment. If we accept it, Christmas has a great meaning for us. If not, it is just another 
day off and nothing more. I hope this simple explanation of the Gospel will bring forth its fruits.  

I cannot imagine all those events happened without our team. I’m so glad that people in our 
church are growing in the Lord and have become a part of our team. I also cannot imagine how we could 
perform all the good works we do without your prayers and support. We are so thankful for this 
opportunity to serve these people and share Christ’s love with them. 

Please keep us in your prayers. We love you and always remember you in our prayers. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 


