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July  

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
We are glad to share some of those blessings that God allowed us to receive in July.  
The month began with a very important event for three churches; namely Desna, Chernihiv, and 
Goncharovsk. It was our annual summer camp, which we hold on the bank of River Desna. It is a 
great time, which we spend with our teenagers by staying in the woods and living in tents. In the 
early days of these camps, most of campers were unsaved.  
 
This year we changed our location a little bit, moving from one village to another, where it is 
more convenient to get to the river and safer in various aspects. Now there are some Christians 
among them, and some of them are the grown-up children of our ministers. Usually we bring 
equal numbers of teenagers from the three towns. We mix them into several teams in order to 
give them an opportunity to make friends and get to know each other better.  
 
It was pretty fun to watch those kids in isolation from the Internet and social media. At first I 
thought it would be difficult for them, but later we realized it is quite a good experience for them. 
There is hope they still can communicate without modern means. Of course, our main goal was 
to share Christ with these kids. We had daily Bible classes and evening services to reach these 
goals.  
 
But, as usually happens, the most informative and effective means were personal testimonies we 
shared with the teenagers during our informal conversations. My wife Alusia really found keys 
to the hearts of teenagers through different table games, and what we regularly call indoor games 
we played outdoors. Camps like this one help us not only share Christ with our mouths, but also 
with our everyday living. Here it is like you are onstage, where you can’t hide. I hope and 
strongly believe that our team was a great testimony to those teenagers.  
 
After the tent camp I got an interesting call. There is a charity organization that holds English 
camps for the children of military people. They were looking for an interpreter for five days of 
camp, and somebody gave them my number. I said that I cannot promise for sure, but they told 
me that in this camp they expect about 15 teenagers from Chernihiv. This caught my attention, 
because it was a good opportunity to meet these kids and invite them to our church.   
 
It was quite an experience for me. I was not only an interpreter but also stayed in the cabin with 
the boys, and marched, and did all the campers’ routine. But it was worth it, because I really got 
a chance to make friends with those teenagers. I told them that I am a pastor and our church is 



 

 

more youth oriented and it would be very good if they come sometimes. They all gave me their 
phone numbers and expressed interest in continuing relationships. Please pray for these kids. I 
plan a number of meetings for them in August and hope it will be a good start for our teen 
ministry, which we have prayed about for a long time.  
 
Several new people attended our church in July, among them Alina. This girl is a student; she is 
working on her Master’s degree in economics. She attended a couple other churches before 
coming to ours, but she said that she likes our church a lot, and she wants to continue attending. I 
asked her several questions about her faith, and she didn’t give direct answers, so I assume that 
she is near to the Kingdom of God but not yet there. Please pray for her. We will continue 
witnessing to her and hope she will also be a part of our family in the nearest future.  
 
Another significant thing that happened to our church last month was Maksim Bogomaz’s 
initiative to repaint the walls in our main room for services. It was a good time we spent together 
as a church, cleaning our office, throwing out a lot of junk and painting walls in new colors. I 
was surprised that even some unbelievers who are friends of ours came and helped us in this 
labor. I noticed one more time that there are a lot of people who feel a great need for the Savior, 
but simply don’t understand enough to give their lives into His merciful hands. 
 
Please pray for these people, for the teenagers who are waiting to meet in August, and for Alina, 
who has perhaps found her new family in Christ. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support! 
 
 

 
August  

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Usually the hardest part of our summer is the month of June, but this year things changed. The 
most packed and exhausting—as well as the fullest of blessings—was the month of August. Fall 
semester at Ukrainian schools begins on September 1, which is why Sunday schools usually 
open that month too. One of the reasons why we moved most of our camps from the beginning 
of summer to its end was that children forget about us during the two months of rest, and it is 
hard to invite them for Sunday school in September.  
 
So, as I already said, August is in focus now. The biggest surprise for us was a camp at Smolin. 
Smolin is relatively small village, and usually we don’t have many kids at such camps, but this 
year everything changed. Sasha and Ira Petrenko began camp by distributing cotton candies with 
invitations to camp. Ira said this was not as successful as they expected, and not so many kids 
who could’ve come accepted their invitations. But the very next day we all changed our minds 
concerning the meaning of the word “success.” Because despite a not-so-massive distribution of 
invitations, many children came and we had a lot of fun playing games and sharing Bible lessons 
with them. My responsibility mainly was to teach Bible lessons and sing Christian songs with the 
kids. As a teacher, I fell in love with those kids because they listened to me so carefully and 



 

 

asked many reasonable questions. There was a teenage girl who understood the Gospel clearly; 
she even helped to explain it to her friends. This was a beautiful camp on the church property.  
We see how once started, this ministry is continuing to grow. 
 
The next camp was in Desna. It also surprised us with an unusual number of children. Either it is 
because we changed the time of our camps, or because of other reasons, including rising interest 
among Ukrainians in spiritual things. But praise the Lord we had the privilege to witness to a 
large crowd of young people. Teaching Bible lessons was much harder in Desna, because I 
addressed more than 60 people in the church hall, and they were so noisy. But we found a 
common language, and they definitely heard the Gospel, and I received a lot of interesting 
questions. These questions were more rationalistic and skeptical then those I heard in Smolin. 
But God gave me and my friends wisdom to answer those questions, and the children who asked 
them seemed satisfied with our answers.  
 
The thing I liked most in both camps was the hotdog master class, where our sisters taught 
children how to stuff hot-dogs, and then we barbecued them on our grill. The other thing children 
loved very much was a game called golden rush. The children had to run around the building and 
hunt for walnuts painted in silver and golden colors. Then they exchanged them for toy money 
and were able to buy sweets and toys at our store. All these things and many others made our 
camp attractive for children and their parents. Many people heard the gospel without any 
prejudice.  
 
We all want to say thank you to all the brothers and sisters who support BIEM and make all this 
possible. You are all an important part of our team; you help us to do His work on this earth. 
 
The third camp was in Bilogorodka, where our team assisted the Bilogorodka team. This camp 
had the largest number of team members and the biggest number of kids. This camp was also 
longer than the previous two. This year Eugene Buyko asked me not only to teach Bible lessons, 
but also to add to it some English. It was attractive for parents: they knew their children gain the 
most from this camp and use it as an opportunity to improve their English. I was read Bible 
stories from English Bible. We tried to translate them together, and then I added explanations. 
These were our lessons. At first I was afraid that maybe the children will not like this idea, but I 
was surprised at how open they were to study. They told me that in their schools teachers do not 
teach English the way I taught and that learning this language is fun and important for them. 
They also participated in discussions, and they didn’t look at Bible stories as propaganda or 
something but received it as an important part of their English lesson. I liked the Bilogorodka 
camp a lot. It was a wonderful team, great kids, and an unforgettable time spent for the glory of 
our Creator. We all were also happy to see our dear friends Sam and Amy Slobodian, who 
visited our camp and helped us with it. Amy brought amazing crafts. The children loved them. 
My son still has all of them. Sam was an important guest at our English classes, and children 
asked him hundreds of questions, which he humbly answered, sharing his love and care for 
children of Ukraine. 
 
The last week of summer, Pastor Igor and I went to Kremenchug. It’s a prison for juvenile 
criminals. This ministry is conducted by our Brotherhood of Independent Baptist Churches, and 
we were invited to help to spread the Gospel in the jail. It is a big contrast when you have just 



 

 

finished three camps for young children but now you talk to teenagers who are so different from 
all those at the camps. Our laws demand to punish adolescents by imprisonment only in hard 
cases. Most of those teenagers in Kremenchug had committed murders or repeated robbery. But 
they were open to the Gospel, and we had a great chance to share our testimonies and spend four 
days with them, encouraging them with God’s love and forgiveness.  
 
These were basically the most important things in August for my family and me. We also were in 
ministry in Chernihiv, by traveling back and forth on buses to Desna, Smolin and Bilogorodka. It 
was difficult and exhausting, but our hearts are full of gratitude and joy because we didn’t waste 
this month but offered it for ministry and spreading the Good News. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support, we love you and always pray for you. 
 

September  
 
Dear friends, 
 
We are glad to begin our new season in ministry. As I mentioned earlier, our team has become a 
little bit smaller. Three members of our church went abroad for work. It was sad, but it was a 
good challenge for all of us to learn how to work even as a smaller team. 
 
The first thing we did in the beginning of September, we gathered our team together and made a 
trip to Desna, where we had a picnic and took time to sit down and plan coming semester. It was 
a blessing for all of us. We were able to fellowship and share our thoughts and propositions. We 
decided to focus on some that we thought are really important.  
 
We decided to start another English club. There were already people, who didn’t go to church 
but who constantly ask us about an opportunity to study English with us. We prayed about it and 
made a lot of phone calls. We called people who were in any way connected to our activities and 
asked them if they might be interested in studying English. Praise the Lord, we had six new 
people for our first class. They all seemed quite interested and excited to begin this new course. 
We have already had already three classes in a row, and these people keep coming and even 
invite their friends. As we are getting to know each other, the more we can share our faith with 
them. Please pray for this ministry, especially for Tomara and Julia, Sasha, Eugene, Pasha and 
Igor, who form the core of our class. We also want to continue advertising the club and hope to 
have up to 15-20 people (for this we might need to divide people into two groups). 
 
Our sisters are continuing their women’s Bible Study. Of course, they don’t invite me to attend, 
but I ask them to share what they’ve learned from the Bible. Now they study the life of David. I 
think his life in many cases is a great example of walking in faith and trusting the Lord no matter 
what is going on. There are even some unsaved women who attend these groups and like the 
fellowship a lot. 
 
One of the very important things we discussed is a need to start a children’s ministry. We work 
with youth a lot, but never with younger children as do many of the churches with which we 
fellowship. As practice shows, children’s ministry usually opens the doors to their parents. 



 

 

Unfortunately we missed warm summer days, though we all know that there is annual warming 
in the middle of Fall. We have waited till those days, always checking the forecast, and finally 
we found a date that matches the best. 

 
We decided to do street evangelism with the 
children from our neighborhood. My wife got 
out the cotton candy making machine. We put 
speakers in the outside basketball field and 
handed out invitations, playing games with the 
children and giving them cotton candy. 
 
Before that, we posted invitations to this event 
on each block of apartment buildings. The 

beginning of the event was announced for three o’clock. At first we were disappointed, because 
only four children showed up. But we waited, and later on this number grew to 27. As I said 
earlier, this ministry usually goes along with ministering their parents. So not only did children 
come, but also their parents. We had a great opportunity to share about us and what we do. We 
invited not only children, but also their parents to attend. 
 
We had five children at our children’s club Saturday. It was a fun time and these kids promised 
that they will come again and bring their friends with them. Please pray for this ministry. My 
wife Alusia and Sergey Antipenko’s wife Olya are now responsible for this ministry. I’m really 
glad that our sisters can serve the Lord in this field as well.  
 

We’re also working on several outreaches for students. 
They’ll take place at the end of October and beginning 
of November. Please pray for these meetings as well. 
 
Last Sunday was sort of historic for our church, because 
we finally finished studying the Gospel of John. It took 
us a little more than two years to finish it. Now we are 
going to study the letter to Colossians. Sergey 

Antipenko is going to continue his Bible classes on Fridays. Now he wants to teach New 
Testament Survey. On Wednesdays we study the first letter to the Corinthians, which we’ve 
almost finished. We also want to start a new group on Thursdays for new people, whom we hope 
to reach soon.  
 
Please pray for Sergey Antipenko; he is at the hospital now. He has problems with backaches 
and needs a course of injections and some other therapy. Also please pray for Svetlana Bogomaz; 
she is going to have a baby in December.  
 
These are the most important events we had this month. Thank you for your prayers and support. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 


