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2nd Quarter Report, 2018 
 

April  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
The cold winter finally gave up, and beautiful warm spring bloomed on the streets of our green 
city. And as is usually true, the main event of spring was Easter.  
 
Last year I read a good book on Saint Patrick. This man had a really interesting life of sacrifice 
for the name of Christ and for the sake of Irish people. But when I asked most of my friends 
from the West, “Why do you celebrate St. Patrick’s day?” The answers were something like, “It 
is an Irish tradition,” or “It is a reason for many people to get drunk,” or “Everybody wears 
something green on this day.” Probably Patrick himself would not like to hear such feedback 
about his own holiday. But the worst thing is that, for most people in Ukraine, Easter is the same. 
(By the way, we don’t call it Easter. It is “Páskha”—Passover—in our language). 
 
Several years ago, we went on the streets and simply asked people why they celebrate Easter. 
Most answers were just the same as those on St. Patrick’s Day. People think it is an old 
Ukrainian tradition; celebrating it means to honor our ancestors. We even have an odd tradition 
to go to the cemetery the week after Easter and eat food on the graves of our dead loved ones. 
People celebrate; go to an Orthodox church to sprinkle their food, get drunk, and nobody cares 
about Jesus’ resurrection. Except the fact that on this day instead of greetings we say to each 
other, “Christ arose!” and in reply “He arose indeed.” Unfortunately, even the meaning of these 
words is absolutely mysterious to our people.  
 
So we decided to shed a little light on this topic. Our team prepared a short video, in which we   
share in a very simple manner the history of Easter. We begin with Jewish Passover, and then 
shift the focus to the sacrifice of Christ. This video has been posted on YouTube, and it gave a 
chance for our people to share the Gospel with their relatives and friends. There are people who 
never go to church, but it is quite easy for them to turn on a computer or phone and watch a 
video that explains why we celebrate Easter. In the video we also invited people to come for our 
special meeting, where we explained this holiday in more detail. There was not a crowd of 
people, but several unbelievers came and heard the Gospel for the first time in their lives. 
 
After the Easter celebration, we went on a church picnic. We bought some meat and had a 
barbecue on the bank of a river. It was a great time of fellowship. One unsaved man who came to 



 

 

the Easter celebration also joined our picnic, and he was very glad to spend time in the circle of 
Christians. Please pray for him; his name is Artyom. 
 
Also in April I was privileged to teach at Kyiv Theological Seminary. The director of the 
Seminary, Vitaly Yurchenko, asked me which classes I would like to teach. I suggested 
Anthropology or the Books of Kings (which in our Bible comprises 1-2 Samuel and 1-2 Kings, 
i.e., 1-4 Kings). We agreed on Kings, and I began my preparations. I developed my notes both 
for teacher and for students and went to teach. My classes began on April 27. It was great 
experience. I love to teach God’s Word, and I believe this is one of my major spiritual gifts. I had 
a chance not only to teach students but also stayed with them at their dormitory in Bilogorodka. I 
should say this is a very good place to stay. BIEM did a great job in building such a good facility 
for the church and the Seminary.  
 
This trip was a great blessing to me, but a little bit of a trial for my assistant, Sergey Antipenko. 
He was left behind to care for our young flock. And I must say he did a very good job. I 
remember when we had just begun our ministry: whenever I needed to be away, there was 
almost nobody to fill in for our church. Sometimes I asked my fellow ministers, like Sasha 
Petrenko or Igor Fomichov, to come and help, but now what a blessing that I can take short trips 
without any harm to our ministry.  
 
But please pray for Sergey, who has constant pain in his back. Doctors have tested him many 
times and say it is a genetic decease with little chance to get rid of this pain. He is a young man, 
and it is a heavy trial for him. He needs encouragement and prayer. 
 
We also had a special guest, Samuel Slobodian, who visited our church and spoke on the history 
of the BIEM mission. It was a very interesting story, and our people listened to it with lots of 
interest. We also received a saxophone as a present for our young boy. He is in first grade now, 
and next semester he’ll start music school. We hope he’ll play this beautiful instrument for the 
glory of our Lord.  
 
These were the most prominent events of April. Thank you for your prayers and support, we love 
you and always pray for all of you. 
 

May  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
May was the final month of the school year in Ukraine, and it was mostly focused on preparation 
for summer camps. To my surprise, this year most camps will take place more toward the end of 
summer rather than in June, as it used to be. But anyway, the first camp will be in Goncharovsk, 
and this is the tough one because the number of children is usually higher than anywhere else. 
We have had several meetings and were looking for people for our team because many of those 
who helped us before will not be available at this time. To our great joy we found three young 
men from our own church. They are Dima, our worship leader; Sergey, my assistant; and Sasha, 
another guy from our church. I am glad to see a team like that, because our goal is to pass the 



 

 

ministry to the next generation, and these young guys are a good link to pass this ministry to 
even younger people in the future. 
 
May was also a good time for Sergey to practice his preaching skills. Since Igor went to the 
States for a month, he asked Sasha Petrenko and me to oversee the Desna church. I planned to 
preach there only one Sunday, but God had another plan. The first Sunday went just as I planned, 
and Sergey did well in our church. But the next week I went to Desna on Saturday in order to 
borrow a car for an upcoming camp, and it was right at the time we heard the bad news from the 
hospital about the death of Igor’s father. He had a stroke in the winter and had been in a hospital 
for several months. Doctors said he was stable but didn’t give much hope. Igor understood his 
Father’s death was approaching, but didn’t expect it at that time, which is why he finally decided 
to take the trip to the U.S.  
 
This sad moment brought Sasha Petrenko and me to a new side of pastoral ministry. As a young 
pastor, I was thinking a lot about performing my first wedding. You know, about counseling and 
the ceremony and all that. But instead of a wedding, I performed my first funeral. In spite of 
experience and education, I should say that you’re never ready for that. I was not close to Igor’s 
father, but I do understand how much he meant to him and his family. Sasha and I were 
responsible for the ceremony, and we decided to focus on the Gospel. There were many people 
from church of course, but most of those who came were Igor’s unbeliever relatives. I knew it 
would not be easy. Igor’s father was unsaved for most of his life; he turned to God only after his 
stroke. This is one of the reasons why the funeral was not in the traditional orthodox style.  I 
don’t know whether most of relatives liked it or not, but at least his wife and daughters agreed 
that this was better. So all we did was just preach the Gospel to all these people, giving them 
hope in the midst of this sadness and grief.  
 
And finally I decided to use Sergey’s help one more time and to go to Desna again. So in all, I 
was there three Sundays in a row. I should say that I had become a rare guest there, and I needed 
some time to get to know new people in the church. The last Sunday I was preaching from John 
chapter 16, where Jesus talks about the Comforter. With this topic I could not avoid the doctrine 
of the Trinity. I noticed on the back row a new young man who was really uncomfortable to hear 
this. After the service he came to me and said that he does not agree with all that I said. He knew 
some historical facts and said that the doctrine of the Trinity was invented at the Council of 
Nicea. I was surprised that he mentioned the year 166, although the Council took place in 325. 
Anyway, I showed him from the Bible that Jesus is God and the Holy Spirit is God and that God 
sometimes refers to Himself as plurality, and that the word “trinity” was of course invented, but 
that we really need it. But he was strong in his views, and I said that the main thing he has to 
believe is the Gospel, which he said he believed. Later I learned that his parents are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, but he definitely is not, although this background affects him a lot. Please pray for 
that man. 
 
I also had a chance to preach in Kiev at the Pukhova church, which is always a great privilege for 
me. But when I at last spoke in Chernihiv again, I really felt at home. I shared all my experiences 
with the congregation and especially the story about the young man in Desna. I emphasized the 
importance of a Biblical education and understanding the basic Christian doctrines, because 



 

 

without a strong foundation it is so easy to go astray into one of the heretical traps. I hope our 
Church is and will be a fortress of truth with its foundation based on the Holy Scriptures. 
 
Thank you very much for you prayers and support. Please pray for upcoming camps and for an 
opportunity to share the Gospel with all these kids. 
 

 
June 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The warmest season is at its peak while I’m writing this letter. Although we have had one 
really cold week, generally the first half of our summer was pretty warm and dry.  

In my previous letter I mentioned that this summer we were able to use several people 
from the Chernihiv church as part of the camp team.  

At the beginning of June, we had a camp in Goncharovsk, and praise the Lord, they did 
their job very well. The Goncharovsk children’s camp is usually the biggest. We had around 100 
kids every day (sometimes more, sometimes less, I never counted but Sasha told me that the 
biggest number was 150). I took Pastor Igor’s car, and we drove every day to Goncharovsk and 
back. We tried to give a chance to everyone to try something. So every day we changed our 
duties a little bit. I was glad to hear how Sergey and Sasha (not Petrenko but the other Sasha 
from Chernihiv) taught Bible lessons. Children’s camps provide a great opportunity to begin 
practicing one’s ministry skills. A short Bible lesson requires preparation and making a plan and 
illustrations and even some text analysis, so it is a great start for future preachers.  

I see that I gave Dima some additional motivation, because after camp he came back 
home and now always tries to say a couple words at the beginning of Sunday service. He shares 
his devotional thoughts and calls people to worship. Sergey preaches at our church at least once a 
month and whenever I need to go somewhere. But even he shared that this experience was very 
useful, because it’s one thing to speak to an adult audience and absolutely another to children. 
Camp also gave us an opportunity to get to know each other better and learn to work as a team. 
We also appreciate the tasty food that our Goncharovsk friends cooked for us, and Sasha and Ira 
Petrenko were really good organizers of the camp program.  

Since we don’t pay a lot of money for heating in summer season, we can save some 
money and use it for office needs. This time we held a member’s council and decided to change 
lights in both of our rooms. Maksim Bogomaz found a very good price for new lights, which 
work on better technology, thus saving our money and providing much more light than we had 
before. So our ministry center is now lighter, praise the Lord. We also bought some wiring and a 
bracket for an LCD projector. For many years we just put it on a table in front of a screen; now it 
hangs from the ceiling, which is much more comfortable. We also pray for a new computer (the 
one we use is almost ten years old) and speakers with a sound mixer.  

Two men from our church had a chance to sing a song on local radio. Dmitry Selyanskii 
is a famous musician in our city, and he also a Christian. A couple years ago he met musicians 
from our church, and they became good friends. He writes songs, and the local radio station 
invited him to sing a couple songs on the air. He needed musicians so he asked our guys to help. 
It was a chance for them to answer some questions. They were not allowed to share the Gospel, 
but they told how they met Dmitry at the church and that they all are Christians. Maybe it is not a 



 

 

big deal, but if God allows, it might be a good chance to tell others about Christ and to invite 
them to our church. 

Please pray for Sergey Antipenko and his family. He is now in Finland. He went there for 
a couple months to earn some money on a farm. It is sad that Ukrainians should always go 
elsewhere to work, because we have very low salary here. But on the other hand, at least we have 
opportunities to travel. Anyway please pray for him and for his wife Olya and their little girl 
Milana. 

I’m glad that besides Sergey everybody else has stayed in Chernihiv. We have our 
fellowship each Sunday after service, and we also try to get together in the city to spend time 
together. I’m really glad for Olya Antipenko and for her desire to hold Bible Studies for women. 
They had one last week, and I see real changes in the ladies’ attitudes toward church and 
ministry. They become more involved and ready to help whenever needed. I heard a lot of good 
feedback from other ladies and from my wife, and I think it is a really needed and blessed 
ministry.  

I am very happy to have church members who have their own gardens. One of them is 
Igor Degtyarenko, who sells his strawberries and apricots. They are really tasty and he always 
gives me more than I order. I’m so thankful for such grace. June was a season of berries. There 
will be some sooner but not as plentiful as in this month. So if you want to get the best natural 
vitamins, June is the time for you to come. We love you and are always ready to have you as 
guests in our little city of Chernihiv. 

 
Sincerely yours in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 
 


