
 

 

 
 

The Savchuks 
 

January 2018 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As we usually do, we spent the first week of January in Desna, visiting our relatives and 
friends. As someone who is a responsible leader in a church, I have found it’s helpful to take a 
week off and observe in another church, where you are not in a leadership position. For me, 
Desna is a good opportunity.  

Although members of the Desna church are very hospitable and they always ask me to 
preach and teach there, I feel more like a guest speaker rather than a local leader. We learn 
from each other, and I have noticed several things that I would like to change in our church. I 
was glad not only to serve the Desna church as a preacher, but I also brought several of our 
musicians with me, so we helped them to have a good Christmas service (on January 7th). 

Then, when our week off was over, we returned to Chernihiv and the usual winter 
routine began. Our son went back to school. School officials noticed that my wife and I are an 
active young couple, and they expressed their desire to cooperate with us. They asked us to 
participate in several school projects, some for our son’s class, and some for the school as a 
whole. We thank the Lord for this opportunity, because through school we are getting to know 
more and more new people, including teachers and parents. We need to be extremely wise, 
because people are still afraid of cults, so our goal is to share the Gospel naturally. First of all, 
we want to show that we are good parents and that we want to help our school. Both Alusia 
and I have had chances to share our faith, and we hope it was very natural and without any 
pressure from our side.  

But unfortunately in the middle of all those blessings the enemy came and began his 
work. The flu became almost epidemic. Our son and most of his classmates were home sick, 
with high temperatures and coughing. I was sick for almost a week and was almost unable to do 
my everyday routine because of weakness and fever. Finally the school was shut for quarantine. 
Praise the Lord, everything is now relatively good with our children, but still please pray for our 
city. There are many diseases around. And please pray for our further relationships with 
teachers and parents; we dream of seeing them all one day at the church service on Sunday. 

Our church began to make some mature decisions, and we decided to have a council. At 
that council we discussed leadership, order and membership. We decided that decisions should 
be made at a church council, which we want to have annually on the last Sunday of the month. 
Only church members may attend these meetings. We also discussed some requirements for 
church membership. I know some of those matters might sound obvious for you, but remember 
that we are a new church, and I think that it would be better to work through questions like 



 

 

that, rather than using rules made by somebody else. The church council will be ruled by an 
elders committee. We are also working on developing principles for church discipline, and some 
good books and Scripture references, such as Matthew 18 and 1 Corinthians 5, are good help.  

Three weeks in a row we have had a brothers’ fellowship, where we were studying main 
principles of Bible interpretation. I decided not only to share some theoretical thoughts on that, 
but also to show them how I prepare Bible studies. So they were able to see practically how 
exegesis looks, and we even worked through several passages. 

Some new people visited our church in January. We ask you to pray for Zhenya, Tanya, 
and Julia. Julia once attended our English classes back at 2012, when we were just starting our 
ministry. Then she decided not to come, and now she shows new interest in what we are doing. 
Please pray for her and her husband. Tanya is Maksim’s coworker (Maksim is our church 
member). Zhenya is Maksim’s and Sergey’s friend, and he attended one of our Sunday services.  

On Sundays we continue to study the Gospel of John. We are in chapter 12 now, and 
getting closer and closer to the Crucifixion. We tried to record several sermons and put them on 
YouTube. It is helpful for our church members who are working in Poland and those who are 
sick or can’t be at church services on Sundays. Video quality is relatively good, but since we 
don’t have a good microphone the voice quality is very low. Anyway please pray for this 
ministry as well. In the age of technology, we should do it, and maybe it will also help us in 
spreading the Gospel in our city.  

This is the most essential news from January. Only one month left until Spring, and we 
are in a great anticipation of that. I love outdoor activities and am looking forward to using 
what I love to make more friends and share my faith with them.  

Thank you sincerely for your prayers and support. We love you and pray for you. 
 
 

February  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We want to share with you those blessings that God gave us in the month of February.  
As I mentioned previously, we have had some reforms, or I’d rather call them 

procedural steps, in our church growth. Our vision was to have a church council every last 
Sunday each month. At these councils we want to discuss important questions of church life, 
the budget, and plans for evangelism. It was always in our mind that the church should operate 
like a well-working team, knowing how to cooperate with each other, serving each other with 
our gifts. We have a good tradition to do an outreach once every month, and at our church 
council in January we decided to do a themed event in which we would invite two teams of 
unbelievers and organize a set of competitions between boys and girls. We decided to do that, 
because February is mostly associated with St. Valentines Day, we thought it would be a good 
idea to invite unbelievers to attend an event like this. 

Olya Antipenko (our church bookkeeper) wrote a scenario for the event. She and 
Maksim Bogomaz were the hosts. The other team, which my wife was a part of, was planning 
decorations of our meeting room. Sergey Antipenko was responsible for advertising, and I 
prepared a sermon on how God sees boys and girls. We decided to buy tickets to the cinema 



 

 

for the winning team, and this was also a part of our goal: to make sure unbelievers would be 
interested in the event. 

For three weeks in a row we were in the process of preparation. Each team worked on 
their task. It was also a good opportunity for all of us to invite our unsaved friends. I wrote on 
Facebook to my old friends Dima and Julia Nechayi, who are both theater actors. Julia runs a 
theater school, and her husband Dima is famous as a musician and composer in our town. They 
gladly agreed to come for the event and even brought their friends from theater school.  

We did advertise our event on Facebook and other social media, but we also put a 
plaque with our advertisement on the front door of our office. And this worked as well. The 
night before the event I got a call from a young guy who asked whether he and his friends could 
come and watch the event. I said, “Yes, of course!” The next day, seven young boys came to our 
office for the first time. They’re all from our neighborhood. That’s why we began to pray for the 
beginning of a Sunday school in our church. 

More than thirty people attended this event. It was hard to find seats that day. The 
event was very well organized; we had great teamwork. The main idea of these competitions 
was to see who is better, the guys or girls? At the end, I commented on how we are both equal 
and precious in the eyes of our Creator, and that it is not about who is better: we were simply 
made with different roles. The boys were created to be future husbands and fathers, and girls 
to be mothers and wives. And the best example of these kinds of relationships was shown in 
Christ’s love for His church. He decided to give His life for the church, knowing that we all would 
die in sin without hope. The young people were listening attentively. Some of them heard the 
Gospel for the first time in their life. 

Please pray for these kids. The girls’ team won. We tried to save all the contact 
information of the people who attended. The young boys I mentioned attend our other events, 
and we are trying to invite them to church (for Sunday services). Please pray for them. Please 
pray for Dima and Julia and their friends. We keep sharing the Gospel with them and hope to 
see them in church someday. I’m sure it would be a great gain for the kingdom of Heaven.  

Generally February was a bit colder than other winter months. We had a lot of snow, 
but in spite of that people were still coming to church and Bible study groups. Our family 
practiced hospitality on many members of our congregation. In winter people are more open to 
sit and talk with a cup of tea or coffee. I learn to counsel people biblically. It is always a 
temptation to give advice from your experience or to rely on psychology, but reading my 
favorite author in this area, Jay E. Adams, I again and again realize that the Bible solves all our 
problems. We simply need to study it and apply it properly. 

Thank you for your prayers and material support. Please pray for us, for our family, our 
church, and ministry.  

We love you and always pray for you.  
 

 
March  

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we are glad to share with you some of the blessings 

God allowed us to have in our ministry in the month of March. This year March was irregularly 
cold and snowy. Our spring usually starts at the end of February and beginning of March, but 



 

 

this time we had one extra winter month. This mostly centered our focus on indoor activities. 
Although it was pretty cold outside, many people went to the gym. Young people are highly 
interested in different sports, and I thought it would be great if we could have a running track 
and dumbbells at our office for future winters. I went to the gym, too, and noticed that not all 
students can afford to pay for it, so it might really be a ministry to have a gym at our place. I 
saw this in Desna and in several other places too. Going to a gym also gives an opportunity to 
meet new people and widen our circle of acquaintances. Chernihiv is a relatively small city 
(about 300,000 people), and sooner or later you get to know quite a few people, and things like 
sports and hobbies help to build bridges for personal evangelism.  

Sergey Antipenko and his family have almost gotten back to their normal routine after 
their little girl was born. So Sergey continued his Old Testament surveys on Mondays. There is 
vivid interest among our church members in this study. I like how he digs into history. Most 
people don’t even realize how much history you have to know in order to understand a small 
book of Minor Prophets. We are in the Minor Prophets now, by the way, and Sergey’s plan is to 
finish Old Testament at the end of May. There are some young people from a neighboring 
Pentecostal Church who attend these Old Testament classes, and they say that their church 
never offers anything like it. Most churches like that one appeal mostly to people’s emotions, 
leaving their intellect behind. Please pray for those kids. 

Two of our church members have come back from Poland, and it is a great joy for us. 
While there, they attended an evangelical church, but as they said, “Home is always better.” 
But anyway, many people in our church make plans to do short trips (one to three months) to 
Europe in order to make some money. Unfortunately, it is still hard to find a good paid job here. 

Another thing we started doing in order to get to know more people is watching soccer 
matches of the European League. It is extremely popular among men and many women. I once 
invited an old friend who had problems with drugs in the past and who now attends a 
charismatic church in Chernihiv to attend one of those meetings. He gladly agreed. We had a 
very good talk, and he now attends our Wednesday Bible Study groups and really enjoys them. 
Please pray for him. Although the charismatic church is better than staying on drugs, I’m sure 
it’s not a good place for spiritual growth.  

For our teenagers and some young adults, each Sunday Alusia and Sergey Antipenko run 
movie club, where they watch interesting and edifying movies. Afterward they have a 
discussion on what they have seen. This activity attracts kids and gives a good opportunity to 
share the Gospel and personal testimonies. 

On Sundays we study the Gospel of John. We are in chapter 14 now. As a tradition, we 
stay after the service and have a good fellowship. It gives people an opportunity to ask 
questions that are hard to ask during the sermon. There are some men in our church who have 
expressed their desire to study the Bible with me, which makes me extremely happy. 
Sometimes we get together at the office, and sometimes we read the Bible on the phone; then 
we discuss what we’ve been read. These guys ask very interesting questions, which make me 
think and stay tuned on the Word of God. From my very first steps in the ministry, I realized 
that the best education is trying to disciple someone else. I always pray that God will make me 
a better minister and lover of His Word, one who is accurate in applying it in daily life. 



 

 

On Wednesdays we continue 1 Corinthians. I find this book extremely practical. It is like 
a how-to book for young Christians. Young families, workers, students and teenagers… All these 
people find good answers and advice for how to glorify God where they are.  

Spring is blooming now, and it is now hard to believe that a couple weeks ago we had 
frost and snow. Now we are thinking about our outdoor activities and making plans for summer 
camps. Please pray for our ministry. 

We thank you for your prayers and material support.  
Sincerely yours, 
Lyosha, Alusia, and Kirill Savchuk 

 
 


