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            "They've been willing to sacrifice, to serve God in a foreign country. 
A number of times, we've been introduced in similar terms.  Something is startled  

           (though perhaps that's not the best word) within me whenever I hear it.  Fourteen or  
           fifteen years ago, Natalie and I had a conversation about the perception of a  
           missionary's sacrifice, even of our own.  It was shortly after I had told Natalie of my 
certainty that moving to Ukraine was God's direction for the next part of our lives.  I had already been struggling 
with this decision for over two years.  That period had entailed a colossal struggle within me, and a process of  grief 
over the changes and separations it would involve.  For Natalie, the grief process was only just beginning.  
Regrettably, it took me awhile to understand that factor. 
We talked about the idea of sacrifice . . . . chiefly about the insurpassable magnitude of our Savior's sacrifice, 
leaving the glories of heaven to descend to our earthly home, becoming a man, and then suffering a horrible death 
of shame and agony; all of that, in order to offer us a pardon and a wonderful relationship with a holy God.  We 
came to the conclusion that we must never speak (or even think) in terms of any personal sacrifice on our part, in 
view of that which Christ bore on our behalf. 

I ought to remark that it's a very sensitive and compassionate thing for a pastor, or others, to regard us who are 
missionaries as having made a sacrifice to serve Christ.  And, surely, we do face difficulties.  Sometimes it's a 
multitude and a tangle of them. But life and service involve trials and difficulties "at home" in the States as well.  For 
us, the greatest difficulties have been (1) living so very far from our children and grandchildren and feeling that we 
have nearly abandoned them, and (2) leaving both a ministry we loved dearly and such wonderful friends as God 
had given us.  Oh, sure, there are cultural issues and language struggles, and the like.  But, for the most part, the 
couple of years of deputation and the last 13 years of ministry in Ukraine have been an exciting adventure.  
"Exciting", I say, though sometimes trying and sometimes even humorous! 

Okay, I'm cautiously aware that this discussion isn't the normal substance of a missionary's newsletter.  But, with 
these contemplations in mind, consider the words of an old and probably mostly forgotten hymn.  Often, recently, 
I've discovered myself to be absent-mindedly singing these words: 

By and by when I look on His face, beautiful face, thorn-shadowed face. 
By and by when I look on His face, I’ll wish I had given Him more. 
More, so much more; more of my life than I ere gave before. 
By and by when I look on His face, I’ll wish I had given Him more! 
           (and the last verse . . . . . . . . . . .) 

In the light of that heavenly place, light from His face, beautiful face; 
In the light of that heavenly place, I'll wish I had given Him more. 
More, so much more, treasures unbounded for Him I adore, 
By and by when I look on His face, I'll wish I had given Him more! 
 

For you, too . . . . . isn't it so? 
Tima (Timothy) is one of the men whom we graduated last December. 
Tima, his wife (Masha) and baby daughter have been living for several months in a Muslim area of Russia, called 
Tatarstan.  We spoke via Skype recently.  Tima is a cheerful and energetic sort.  He has begun some new 
ministries with children and with youth.  If any parent or another will report him, he is in danger of being assessed 
with a huge fine, or possibly deportation.  Russia's laws have become very restrictive.  Tima is conscious of the 
dangers and asks for your prayers, both for fruit in these ministries and safety for him and his family.  As a 
Ukrainian only recently relocated to Russia he has a tenuous foothold on his residency there. 

Another of our recent graduates, Denis (or "Dennis", in English), has recently become engaged in a ministry to 
Russian speaking Jews in Israel.  For the present, he's living in Ukraine.  We'll see where this leads. 

A pastor in one of our churches here in Bila Tserkva has made recent trips into North Korea.  As you can imagine, 
this involves great danger.  He is attempting to make covert contacts with believers there, in order to discover how 
we can best help them and the Gospel outreach in that highly restricted country.  I don't want to use his name, but 
please pray for this endeavor, as well. 



 
I've received communications from the States expressing concern over recent skirmishes between Ukraine 
and Russia. 
For now, we are okay.  We aren't located in any of the 10 regions which are now under martial law.  Of course, we 
have concerns, but neither this new skirmish nor the ongoing war in Eastern Ukraine has endangered us.  
However, 10,000 have been slain during these last few years, and we'd appreciate your prayers for safety (for 
ourselves and many others), the ability to have a longer and sustained ministry here, and for hearts to be opened 
during this time of war, unrest, and uncertainty. 

By the way, any concerns about safety that rise in my heart are insignificant when compared with the concerns in 
the hearts of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters.  I made a trip into Poland last week.  Katya and I flew together.  
While waiting for our flight homeward on Monday, we heard more news of the conflict with Russia and the 
probability of martial law in Ukraine.  In discussing this, Katya observed that, as an American, I have the option to 
run to safety.  As a Ukrainian, she (and others) have no place to run! 

My oldest son, Micah, and his family, are serving the Lord in the nearby Republic of Georgia.   

The last couple of weeks have involved a national election there.  The outcome was, apparently, a product of 
Putin's interference and strategies.  That county seems to be sitting on a "powder keg".  The "elected" president 
has made comments favorable to Russia and seems to be Russia's favorite.  The struggles leading to and following 
upon the election are like glowing embers which could be fanned into a revolution.  Please, please pray for God's 
work and my family there! 

The training of our students has been going well.   
The semester will soon be ended. 
Day after day, the men arrive at classes . . . . and they are cheerful, 
respectful, and seem to retain an enthusiasm for learning.  These 
fellows have been a delight to know and to teach!   

We've completed many courses of study during the last 4 months.  
God has sent us good men to teach a number of those courses, in 
fact, more than we'd normally have in a single semester.  It's been a 
great blessing, both for myself and for the students. 

It's a difficult choice, but we have decided to add no new students 
until next September.  Please pray that God will send us the right 
men and that we will have the wisdom to recognize them! 

By the way, 4 of our men are unmarried.  Please pray that God will  
provide suitable and wonderful mates for them, and for Katya, my  
spirited and capable interpreter. 

My prayer is that you would have a wonderful, refreshing, and spiritually fruitful Christmas and New Year's 
season! 

Thank you, sincerely, for your care and prayers for Ukraine's people and our ministry.  May God bless you 
for your faithfulness and generosity, and may there be much fruit reckoned to your account at the judgment seat of 
our Savior! 

 
 
 
. . . and may our God supply 
all your  needs, according to 
His riches in glory, by Christ 
Jesus! 

 

our 6 students, plus 1 . . . . and Pastor Carl 
Lendermon, a great friend and helper 
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