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            It's summer, and the ministry changes dramatically!  
            Because of the nature of this ministry, summers afford a great opportunity to spend a 
            few weeks back in the States, ministering in several supporting churches and  
            perhaps also seeing at least of couple of my children.  It's also a good time to get a  
            yearly physical checkup in an effort to remain healthy enough to continue serving on 
the field.  God has been so gracious to me in that, in the entire year, I've only had a cold . . . once!  I don't presume 
to retain that kind of record indefinitely, but I surely appreciate God's mercies in that regard. 
 
You'll remember that in December we graduated 8 men.  
These were 8 of the 10 men who enrolled in 2015.  The other 2 men who joined us that year have now finished 
their course of study.  But we are trying a new form of graduation service.  The church which sent us Alexei agreed 
to let us have a portion of their Sunday evening service.  So we had 2 of our recent graduates come and preach; 
one of them also provided special music with his family.  I said only a few words and gave Alexei his diploma.  I 
wanted to see if it would work well to have a man's graduation in the midst of his own church.  I didn't have the 
opportunity to do the same with Stas before I departed for the States, so we'll take care of that when I return to 
Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, Alexei has become the youth pastor of a church in Bila Tserkva which is pastored by another of our 
graduates.  He felt that this is the Lord's leading and a necessary opportunity to get more practical experience for 
the time when he might return to his hometown to start a new church there.  I'd ask you to pray for him, that he fits 
in well and will be diligent and fruitful in that ministry. 

Stas is (once again) away in Israel, doing evangelism for part of the summer.  He'd like to move there to do that 
work continuously, but that's not yet become a settled decision.  Please pray that God would clearly lead Stas and 
his wife, and that God would reveal His provisions for that ministry when the time arrives.  When I return to Ukraine 
in early August we'll plan for a graduation service in Stas' home church. 

Before leaving for America I had contact with a pastor of one of our new students.  He greeted me warmly and 
enthusiastically reported that the young man he sent to us has shown great growth during his first semester.  That's 
great to hear!  Friends from another church have said similar things about one of their men who is now our student.  
With that encouragement, I'd ask you to pray for 3 specific developments in these men: 

1. Pray that each fellow would grow in his relationship and walk with Christ; 
2. Pray that each fellow would learn to interpret and understand the Scripture accurately; and 
3. Pray that each fellow would develop the ability to communicate God's Word powerfully and effectively. 

 
In the photo to the left, the men (from left to right) are 
Alexei and Stas. 

Then, Sasha (Alexander) who is not formally a student, 
yet . . . . then Denis, Sergei, Ivan, Peter, Roma, Vasya, 
and Vitaly. 

A number of men have inquired about beginning studies 
in September.  I've made no promises.  There are at 
least 2 of these whom I would favor enrolling, but we 
might delay that until the new year.  Please pray that 
God will give us wisdom in deciding whom to enroll and, 
of course, in all the other aspects of this ministry. 

Tima (a December graduate) and Masha are still 
endeavoring to "settle in" in Russia.  They have 

documents that yet need to be approved.  They want to become a faithful and functioning part of an existing Baptist 
church in Tatarstan, at least for a short while.  Tima is still young and can profit from the additional experience in an 
existing church.  And it would be wise for him to develop a testimony of service and faithfulness before he engages 
in starting a new church there.  Please pray for this good couple.  



 

Sergei Skiba (another December graduate) is traveling back into the part of Ukraine in which war is still 
being waged.  He will do evangelism and children's camps there.  We're still praying about him possibly relocating 
there on a permanent basis.  It's a tough decision for him, not because of the danger but rather because he would 
be putting his sons into schools which are inferior to the schools in Bila Tserkva.  This fellow is fervent about 
serving the Lord, so let's pray that he will clearly understand God's leading and faithfully follow. 

Victor (yet another December graduate) is doing 
evangelism in 3 villages which neighbor his own.  His 
hope is that he can lead some folks to Christ and establish a 
basis for a new church or two.  Please pray that God would 
prosper his labors and we'd soon rejoice in another infant 
church!  Victor's wife, Oksana, has had very serious problems 
with her back; please pray that the Lord might give her some 
relief and many better days. 

Katya, my interpreter, has been constantly busy since 
summer began.  She is responsible for several camps, so 
she has been writing and organizing teaching materials and 
crafts, planning schedules and activities, meeting with camp 
staff, and directing some of these camps.  She is wonderfully 
efficient but can easily wear herself out in her diligence and 
passion to serve.  Please pray that the Lord strengthens her 
and allows her to see some wonderful results in the lives of  
the children to whom she and her staff are ministering. 

Here's a need which might interest you. 
A few years ago, I mentioned the need of a van for the ministry of a drug and alcohol rehabilitation program 
conducted by one of our churches.  I was pleasantly surprised by the immediate response of so many, and 
promptly received more financial help than I had requested.  One of our new students is in a Baptist church in the 
nearby city of Fastiv.  As I understand it, his church was formed as the result of a successful drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation ministry there.  Now it seems to be a thriving church and still conducts that fruitful ministry.  Ivan came 
to me a few weeks ago, asking whether we could find any help for his church to purchase a van badly needed for 
that part of its ministry.  So, I mention it here, only asking that you'd prayerfully consider whether it's something with 
which God would have you help.  They are asking for help in the range of $5000-6000.  If you'd like to help, please 
let me know.  The last time I made such a request you folks gave so generously that we received considerably 
more than we needed for that project.  I was in awe! 

I've only reported a few of the recent and present activities and ministries of our students and graduates.  
Hopefully, I'll give you more (and perhaps even more exciting) news in the next few months.  We will begin classes 
again in the first week of September.  Please pray that we might continue to see God's hand upon our men and 
upon this ministry! 

Thank you, sincerely, for your 
care and prayers for Ukraine's 
people and our ministry.  May 
God bless you for your 
faithfulness and generosity, and 
may there be much fruit 
reckoned to your account at the 
judgment seat of our Savior! 

 
 
With earnest gratitude to God and to you,  

 

Address:     Bruce Tuttle   email:  uabruce@gmail.com 
2a Kotsyubinskogo #20,  phone:  011 380 97 358 8878  (EST + 7 hours)  

 Bila Tserkva, Ukraine 09108 
 

Sending Church:   Victory Baptist Church - 1059 Victory Circle 
Reading, PA   19605  phone: 610-376-9888                                          

 

Sent through:      Baptist International Evangelistic Ministries -  
  121 Commerce Drive, Suite 50, Danville, IN 46122     
                              Website:  baptistinternational.org 
 

 

Victor and his wife, Oksana 


