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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

I'll try to be more punctual, more predictable, and get a newsletter to you at least every third month. May I first tell 
you some of the more mundane matters of life here?  

Last summer we undertook major work on the house. The roof leaked and, in the coldest parts of winter, our heater 
struggled to get the house to 60o F. Still, I delayed the remodeling work because we've been unsure whether 
Russia's army will continue to advance further into the country. I've discovered a deficiency in my generosity -- it 
doesn't extend so far as to willingly spend a great deal on house repairs, only to have a nice Russian family claim it. 
But, finally, the work just needed to be done. 

I found it most effective to reroof the entire house, rafters and all. Four inches of a very dense fiberglass matting 
now insulates the exterior of the house, covered by an attractive, stucco facade. So, in my 12th winter in this house, 
I finally experienced the benefits of effective heating. It has been a wonderful change! 

Regarding our studies, 

We've had some great block courses this semester, taught by Dr. Michael Petersen (Warsaw, Poland), Pastor Rich 
Hall (York, PA), and missionary Micah Tuttle (Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia). Michael taught a course on the major 
prophets, Rich taught a course on spiritual leadership, and Micah taught a course on how the type of literature used 
by the writers of the Scriptures affects proper interpretation. The students have also been having further studies of 
the Greek language, principles of public speaking, and various N.T. book studies. A visiting Ukrainian teacher has 
been helping them improve their knowledge of Russian grammar; we've discovered the need for this if the fellows 
are to excel in preparing and delivering sermons. At present, I'm investing more time with expository preaching 
instruction and the men are preparing and delivering more messages in class.  

Pastor Steve Weaver (Rochester, NH) is scheduled to come in early May to 
teach a course in ecclesiology (re: the church). And I'm awaiting the arrival of 
my identical twin brother, Brian, who should be teaching a course in the O.T. 
book of Judges. I'll finally be able to prove that it's true . . . God made another 
who looks and sounds just like me. The students are already telling me that, 
perhaps, they will decide to keep Brian and send me back to the States. 

It used to be a standard for our students that they must wear a shirt and tie to 
all classes. We relaxed that standard a few years ago, but decided that we 
needed to reinstitute it. I was concerned that the students might not accept 
this ungrudgingly, but was pleasantly surprised at God's answer to my 
prayers. Some days they all come, not only with shirt and tie, but also wearing 
coats! Now they are looking like a bunch of preachers, again! 

Summer will soon be upon us, 

. . . and with the summer months, our students will have more opportunities and time for practical ministries. Some 
will work in camps and children's Bible schools, some will engage in other outreaches, and some will likely make 
short-term missions trips. I expect that we'll have students going to Russia, the warring areas of eastern Ukraine, 
Israel, and perhaps the Republic of Georgia and other countries, as well. Last summer, my interpreter, Katya, made 
a missions trip into nearby Latvia. She enjoyed it very much and often speaks of it, so we're hoping that opportunity 
will arise again. Please pray that each of them will be both usable and useful in the Lord's great work! And pray that 
they will safely return to their training here with renewed enthusiasm and purpose. 

 

With earnest gratitude to God 
and to you,  
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