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Watch for it!  
Another newsletter -- hopefully, with more photos -- should be coming to you within the next month or two, at most. 
I'd like to give you further news regarding our students and their summer activities, once our classes begin again. 

Just 5 weeks in the States: 
I spent the entire month of July (plus a couple of days) in the States and had the joy of 
seeing my 93 year old mother, my sister and all of my brothers, 2 of my 3 Stateside 
children, 3 granddaughters, old friends and a handful of individual suprterpos, and 7 
supporting churches. Those 5 weeks also able to deal with some tax and various 
"business" issues which are less difficult while "at home" in America. Beside all of that, I 
guess I'm old enough that my doctor wants to check up on me roughly every 6 months; 
you know, keep a lid on blood pressure, blood sugar, cholesterol, etc. The longer I can 
stay healthy, the more years and energy there may be for the work here. 

For many decades the typical missionary program is a 5-year rotation of 4 years on the 
field followed by one year of furlough back home, reporting to churches. That's not the 
best for many missionaries, as one year away from our ministries may be harmful. It's 
certainly not workable for this ministry.  

So, as the summer and winter breaks in our training afford me a more flexible schedule, 
it has become more normal to return briefly twice a year. It may be more often if a church 
requests participation in their missions conference and it's possible to attend.  

In this manner, I will spend significantly less time off the field than if adhering to what has 
been the more normal pattern. And, fortunately, the cost of overseas flights has been 
very agreeable, especially since I now must travel alone. 

I thoroughly love the ministry here in Ukraine, and Ukraine has become very much my home. But being back in 
America is an opportunity to minister to other folks, particularily supporting churches. I find it very refreshing and it 
"recharges" my batteries and rekindles my zeal to be about the Master's work in Ukraine. Upon arriving back here, I 
typically want to disembark from the plane and kiss the ground! 

It will be exciting when classes begin again in September! 
Our 10 students should return, refreshed and full of stories of summer ministries and events. A number of them 
have served in other countries during the summer break -- some in Latvia, some in Israel, some amid the violence 
in the war-torn areas of Ukraine. Last year, upon their return, we had one entire morning of thrilling and heart-
warming testimonies. You should be here! 

For 8 of these men, this will be their last semester of training. That's both good and bad. It's good that they will 
head out with the opportunities to begin new ministries or apply themselves earnestly to the old. I'll endeavor to 
write more about their hopes and plans. It's bad because I love them, enjoy their company in the hours that we 
spend studying God's Word together, and will miss them sorely! 

The other 2 men will continue their studies until the end of May, at which time they too will graduate and head out. 
Please pray with me for wisdom. It may be that we will add at least 2 new students when the spring semester 
begins in January. We'll see. 

Please pray also for very clear direction from the Lord as each of these men seeks to know His will for their future 
(now very near future) ministries. And pray for me, as I desperately desire to understand and speak far better 
Ukrainian, and am trying to find a way to schedule and adhere to a more aggressive schedule of language studies . 
. . yes, even after having lived here for the last 12 years! 

Also pray that our students will return to classes with a renewed zeal and passion to serve the living Christ and, in 
His name, to serve a world of souls for whom He died! Please pray that this closing semester(s) for them will be the 
most significant ever! 

 

Zhenya, our 
youngest student, 
obviously enjoying 
serving in camps in 

Latvia. 



Here are some photos from 3 weeks spent working with a secular English camp in Bila Tserkva. It was an 
opportunity to make new contacts and work closely with folks who need the Savior. These are photos of some of 
the teachers and helpers (most of them very well-trained young ladies) They are dressed for one day in which we 
all wore costumes. Mine was an entire-body bear costume one very hot day, and a lion costume another day. I 
have no desire to humiliate myself by showing you those photos!  
We had 116 children, Monday through Friday, for 3 weeks. I was there as one of 2 
"native" English speakers. It was exhausting as each day we arrived before 9 a.m. 
and most days didn't leave until sometime between 4:30 and 6 p.m. The teachers 
were impressive in their dedication and abilities. The children, from 6-16 years old, 
were precious!! Even now, I will meet children on the street whose eyes brighten as 
they greet the one camper who was far older than all the rest! How I pray those 3 
weeks were not spent in vain but translate into more opportunities to tell folks I met 
there of our wonderful Savior and Lord! 
I'll throw in a photo of me speaking to a smaller group of the younger children, and 
dressed as required for each day. I hate wearing a hat, especially a bandana . . . but 
still, it's not likely to be mistaken for a "biker". 
 
 

 
 
 
With earnest gratitude to God and to you,  
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