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May 16, 2016 

Dear Friends of BIEM, 
      Spring is well underway, and here at BIEM there’s excitement in the air! Warm weather makes church 
construction more enjoyable, plus it signals that summer camps are practically upon us. The Lord is blessing in both! 

Concerning church construction, once again the Lord is moving in an unexpected—but wonderful—way. A donor 
who loves to see advances for the Kingdom of God provided BIEM with a matching-funds opportunity for church 
building programs underway in Ternopil and Bilogorodka, Ukraine as well as in Shahovskaya, Russia near Moscow.  For 
each dollar any of you donates to BIEM for church construction (up to $40,000), this donor will match your gift! So, if 
you mail us a church-construction gift of $50, your effective impact is a donation of $100! Or your gift of $1,000 
automatically doubles to $2,000. Why did the donor choose this time and way to benefit BIEM? Because this matching-
funds gift, together with the Ukrainian and Russian currencies dropping significantly from the U.S. dollar, means that any 
gift given for BIEM church-building projects yields more than double the amount given. This friend realized the 
economic advantage of acting swiftly and hopes to motivate others as well. 
 Another cause for joy is a new church planter, Omar Muñoz. Omar’s ministry now expands BIEM’s Latin 
American outreach from Peru into Bogota, Colombia, our second nation on that continent. Praise God for another worker 
for His harvest! 

In Lutsk, Ukraine, the church asked an unusual question that thrills us. As part of their ministry to children, they 
have established friendly ties with many families who have special-needs children. The church asked, “Could BIEM help 
us to finance a special camp, carefully geared for disabled children and their parents?” What a fantastic question! Instead 
of glancing away from children who are in wheelchairs or experience other challenges, this church seeks them out to share 
Christ with them and their families. We praise God for believers with warm hearts and a vision for ministry.  So far we 
have received $30,500 of the $40,000 needed for camps this year.  Please pray with us for the $9,500 still needed for 
camps. 

Friends, the national and international news may sound dismal, but God is still in the business of saving souls and 
building His Church. Can you help BIEM as our missionaries labor for His glory? 
 

In Christ, 
 
 
 
Sam Slobodian 
President, BIEM 
 

 

      Reaching Russia, Eastern Europe and Muslim Lands 
	  
Yes,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  help	  BIEM	  reach	  souls	  and	  plant	  churches	  in	  Russia,	  Eastern	  Europe,	  South	  
America	  and	  Muslim	  lands.	  	  Please	  use	  my	  gift	  of	  __________________	  for:	  
	  

 Summer Camp 
 Building Funds for Church Buildings 
 Where Needed Most 
 Other __________________________________ 
 Please remove us from your mailing list 
 Add my email address to the video update list. 

Name________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________ 
City_______________________State_____Zip_______ 
Email________________________________________ 
 

If you would like to make a donation by credit card, we accept the following: MasterCard, Visa and Discover. 
Please call our office with your credit card information using our toll-free number 1-888-655-9693. 

 



In the past year, two Ukrainian churches 
with which BIEM works have begun 
puppet ministries. In both cases, the Lord 
has used these outreaches in ways the 
churches never expected!

Chervona Sloboda
In Chervona Sloboda, BIEM church-

planter Vitaly Yurchenko says, “Our 
puppet theater was created with the goal 
of ministering to children and involving 
kids in ministry. They really enjoy it, and 
they wait impatiently for new opportuni-
ties that involve the theater.”

Rather than recruiting “actors” 
only from the congregation, the church 
purposely invited youth from the local 
community to help. Village life being 
less than exciting, the invitation sparked 
interest.

Vitaly says, “The team is very friendly. 
Among them reigns an atmosphere of love 
and mutual understanding. The boys are 
from disadvantaged homes. They had 
learned bad things. Rudeness and swear 
words had been normal for them. But how 
joyful to see their lives changing, how they 

are learning to submit to authority and to 
respect each other.”

However, this puppet troupe doesn’t 
perform only in church. They often hit the 
road with their Gospel shows.

“Recently,” Vitaly says, “our theater 
group visited an orphanage-boarding 
school in Berdichev, which is 180 kilo-
meters (112 miles) from Kyiv. This is a 
facility for children whose parents have 
lost their legal parental rights. It’s also a 
place for mentally retarded children. We 

put on two shows for the children, sang 
songs, and distributed gifts.”

The facility’s caregivers had divided 
the children into two groups — younger 
and older. Vitaly preached God’s Word 
to the older ones, and they paid close 
attention.

“Some of the older ones live in sin 
there. As the children listened to preach-
ing about the consequences of sin, it was 
obvious many were embarrassed. Some 
blushed, ashamed at how they were living. 
One girl cried. I shared my own testimony, 
about how the Lord changed my life. We 
invited the kids to pray. They repeated a 
prayer of repentance. It was clear some 
children did this sincerely.”

The caregivers thanked the group for 
visiting. They admitted how hard it was 
to work with such children and expressed 
appreciation for preaching the Word of 
God to them.

Amazingly, children aren’t the only 
ones being touched through the puppet 
shows. Vitaly says, “Beginning this year, 
another ministry opportunity opened — in 
prisons. You won’t believe it, but we min-
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The puppet show 
keeps school kids 
enthralled while 

teaching biblical truth.

These kids in Chervona Sloboda 
jumped at the invitation to join 

the church’s puppet team!
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By “liking” BIEM on Facebook, you 
can receive updates, blessings, prayer 
requests … even an occasional video 
from our mission fields. See you there!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Baptist-International- 

Evangelistic-Ministries

New Guy in the Village
In Eastern Europe, a missionary who 
moves from a big city to a village encoun-
ters new ways of thinking. Here, BIEM 
missionary Mikhailo Titarenko in Ukraine 
shares one of his first lessons.

I recall one episode from my life here in 
Fedorivka. In a small village, people 
know each other well. News about the 

“new guy” who had moved in flew from 
person to person throughout the village. I 
could not know all of them, much less their 
way of life, their interests, and their ways of 
doing things, but they all heard about me. 

One day I decided to walk to the 
village store, which is called “Anko.” It’s 
quite small. In this store you can buy vari-
ous foods, bread, beverages, and similar 
products. When I stepped inside, five 
other customers were ahead of me. They 
all stood in line for the cashier. 

I said, “Hello,” and everyone turned 
to see who had entered. I took my place 

at the rear of the line and began scanning 
the shelves to see what groceries they 
offered. Just then, a woman who stood 
behind the counter with the cashier caught 
my eye and motioned me forward. “Step 
to the front, please, and order whatever 
you want to buy.”

Surprised, I thanked her for the offer 
of special service, but said, “That’s not 
necessary. I’m in no hurry. I’ll just wait 
until these others in front of me have 
been served.”

Instantly all those customers — and 
even the cashier — began urging me to the 
front to buy whatever I needed. The situa-
tion felt awkward, but there was no option 
but to comply with their requests. I bought 
a few items, thanked everyone, and then 
left the store. For days, I remained baffled 
why all these locals in line had bestowed on 
me this honor of being served before them. 

Only later did I learn the truth — those 
customers in front of me were in the store 
to purchase liquor. In order to keep me, 
the new guy in town, from seeing what 
they were buying, they pushed me to the 
front of the line!

When you pray for missionaries, don’t 
forget to pray for them to have insight 
and wisdom to overcome differences in 
culture and mentalities. 

Mikhailo and Julia Titarenko moved to Fedorivka to live 
among the villagers and share Jesus Christ.

In Anko, an ad for alcoholic drinks 
greets patrons at the door.
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Before winter ended, our first shipment 
of humanitarian aid and supplies to 

Ternopil, Ukraine, arrived. Men from 
the church unloaded by hand.

From Ternopil, cartons of clothing are 
transported to the local Rehabilitation 

Center, other churches, and orphanages.

The church in Lutsk says they are “very 
grateful for the timely aid of clothing for 
children and adults. We even invited the 

parents of disabled children, and they, too, 
accepted things for their children. Huge thanks 

to you! May God fulfill all of your needs.”

BIEM’s most recent 40-foot con-
tainer of humanitarian aid and 
supplies (36 tables, furniture, and 

furnishings for Ukrainian churches and the 
Rehabilitation Center) went to a new loca-
tion for us — Ternopil, in Western Ukraine. 
The purchase of that church’s first building 
provided ample storage. From there, your 
donations of gently used clothing, shoes, 
and toys are going to believers and needy 
unbelievers in various places. 

Your Donations at Work Summer Camps 
Need Your Help!

Dear friends! The first summer 
camps begin soon, but we’re still 
short of funds. To be exact, we’re 
$9,500 short. Can you help? 

Although all forms of evange-
lism and discipleship are valuable, 
summer camp is an activity the 
Lord seems to bless in a special way. 
Getting young people away from 
their usual routines and pointing 
their minds to specific portions of 
Scripture day after day reaps won-
derful results. Sure, the kids also 
have fun with games, crafts, and 
singing. Yet, God’s Word is the key 
to a worthwhile program.

This year, the church in Lutsk, 
Ukraine, plans to hold a new type 
of camp, one geared especially for 
unsaved handicapped children to 
whom they’ve been ministering. 
But for this camp, at least one par-
ent must accompany each child. 
Therefore, the camp has potential 
to share God’s way of salvation with 
both the campers and many parents. 
What an opportunity! On faith, 
BIEM promised to assist with funds.

If you would like to help, 
please designate your gift “Summer 
Camps.” May the Lord bless you as 
you bless others!

Not only do such gifts open doors 
for the Gospel, but they are also in keep-
ing with Christ’s words, “And the King 
shall answer and say unto them, Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matthew 25:40).

Here are a few photos to help you 
picture the receiving process and the start 
of distribution. 

Camp counselors have wonderful 
opportunities to demonstrate the love of 

God. Many who once attended as campers 
now return as counselors or preachers!
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…Proclaiming the Gospel continued from page 1 Thank you, friends of BIEM, for providing 
funds for evangelism. We never foresaw 
such a request, but contributions des-
ignated “Where Needed Most” ensure 
we can respond to needs for Bibles, 
Literature…and even puppets! 

Of course, the main goal isn’t simply 
to have fun. As Valia says, “The most 
important thing is that such tools can help 
us to reach the hearts of disabled children 
and their parents. They need salvation 
and the Lord’s help in their difficult lives.”

These female 
convicts enjoy few 

amusements. A 
puppet show staged 
by children perked 

up their day!

Amazingly, the children’s presentation touched 
the hearts of convicts and even prompted 
tears. May the Lord speak to their hearts!

BIEM children’s worker Valia Yankovska (far right) loves ministering 
to children and teens. A puppet team lets her do both!

By giving puppet 
roles to children 
with disabilities, 

the church in 
Lutsk ministers 

to them and 
their parents, 

who attend the 
pastor’s Bible 
study during 
rehearsals.

ister in prisons with our puppet theater! 
We never imagined adults would watch 
a puppet show with such pleasure and 
with tears in their eyes. Who would have 
thought it would be so simple for us, as 
if to a child, to explain Gospel truth to 
adults? God is great!”

 In the first two months of 2016, that 
puppet team visited ten prisons and deten-
tion centers — for men, for women and for 
juveniles. The church rejoices that they 
can serve the Lord in such a way. 

Lutsk
Back in December, BIEM missionary 

Valia Yankovska wrote, “On a neighboring 
street is a place where forty or so children 
with Down syndrome gather. Some are 
in wheelchairs. They talk, and then the 
parents drive them home. We offered to 
put on an evangelistic program for them.”

As part of the program, a group from 
the church prepared a puppet show — the 
parable of the prodigal son.

“Everyone listened in silence. Every-
one was interested. Afterward we chatted 
with them. What a hard life for these 
parents, for they themselves need moral 
and spiritual renewal.”

Parents asked, “Is there any way our 
children can participate in puppet shows?”

When Valia described these events to 
BIEM, she added, “We could start a new 
ministry with disabled children, and it could 
be for evangelizing both parents and chil-
dren. But we don’t have enough puppets.”

When BIEM provided some new, 
theater-quality puppets, Valia wasted no 
time replying: “Thank you so much for 
the puppets! I traveled to Kyiv and picked 
them up. They’re wonderful! Huge, huge 
thank you! Everyone here loves them and 
enjoys acting with them.”

Before long, the kids with disabilities 
were ready to host a show. The children 
poured energy into their performance, and 
the adults loved it. Valia writes, “We held 
a performance, and children with disabili-
ties were the ones who worked the puppets, 
although our church kids did the voices. 
The new puppets were terrific! We pray for 
God’s abundant blessing on you, for your 
understanding and sincere spirit of sacrifice.”
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