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         February 25, 2016 

Dear friends of BIEM, 
 

We at the mission are pleased to send you this first Challenger newsletter of 2016. Despite the fact that there 
are obstacles in ministry (and there have been since Bible times), God is faithful as He blesses, answers prayers, 
and gives fruit for the harvest. 
 

Speaking of fruit, each summer we see a harvest of souls for Christ in the many Christian camps for children 
and teens in Eastern Europe. Would you be willing to assist in that evangelistic effort once again? Of the 
$40,000 needed, over $4,000 has already arrived. That leaves about $36,000 to raise by June. If you can send a 
gift of any size for Summer Camps, that will boost this vital outreach. 
 

I also mentioned obstacles. Let me share a recent incident.  On February 18 in Central Asia, the secret police 
picked up Pastor Righteous, then detained him and conducted a lengthy interrogation. They didn’t jail him, but 
they tried to intimidate him into revealing the names of everyone who attends services. Then they threatened 
him and ordered him to stop teaching the Bible.  It was a blessing that they demanded to know why he busied 
himself leading a group of Christians, which opened the door for this pastor to explain the Gospel. After his 
release, he said, “Was it uncomfortable? Yes. But I feel very happy to have had such a God-ordained chance to 
share the Gospel with these men who would otherwise never have heard the true way of salvation through Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.” Does this mark the beginning of a new wave of persecution? Time will tell. 
 

Lastly, let me encourage you to sign up to receive something new—emailed links, where you can view a 
monthly video update on various ministries of BIEM. Because they will be brief (about 3 minutes) and involve 
missions, the videos will be suitable for personal use or for church services.    
 

Thank you, friends, for helping us to reach the lost with God’s Word and establish new churches to the glory of 
God.  Your labor is not in vain in the Lord! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sam Slobodian 
President, BIEM 

 

      Reaching Russia, Eastern Europe and Muslim Lands 
	  
Yes,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  help	  BIEM	  reach	  souls	  and	  plant	  churches	  in	  Russia,	  Eastern	  Europe,	  South	  
America	  and	  Muslim	  lands.	  	  Please	  use	  my	  gift	  of	  __________________	  for:	  
	  

  Summer Camps 
  Legal Fund for Nationals 
  Where needed most 
  Other __________________________________ 
  Please remove from mailing list 

  
 Add my email address to the video update list. 

Name________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________ 
City_______________________State_____Zip_______ 
Email________________________________________ 
 
If you would like to make a donation by credit card, we accept the 

following: MasterCard, Visa and Discover. 
Please call our office with your credit card information using our toll-free number 1-888-655-9693. 

 



Back in 1999, BIEM’s Ukrainian 
director, Eugene Buyko, jumped 
at an unusual opportunity: an 

invitation to distribute thousands of Bibles 
on the military base in Desna. What a 
blessing!

But God had another surprise in store. 
After the Bibles were given out, the base 
commander said, “In our military town, 

far from the city and in the middle of the 
forest behind military gates, our young 
people are getting hooked on drugs and 
alcohol. Do you think you can send some-
one here on a regular basis to work with our 
youth and provide wholesome activities?”

Eugene was amazed. Was God open-
ing the door for a church plant on a mili-
tary base? As it turned out, yes, God was 
doing exactly that! Vitek and Vika Sychov 
accepted the opportunity to become the 
first missionaries to Desna.

Fast forward to 2016. The church in 
Desna now owns its own building, and 
God uses the ministry to win souls and 
strengthen believers. In fact, this church 
has produced missionaries who now serve 
God elsewhere. Here, missionary-pastor 
Igor Fomichov shares inspiring examples 
of how God is using this church:

Increasing faith
“Let me tell you the testimony of a man 

named Vlad. He’s been visiting our church 
for three months. Vlad was born in Donetsk, 
where he grew up. Due to the war, he and his 
family were forced to flee Donetsk, and they 
arrived in Kyiv as refugees. Vlad decided to 
enlist in the army to defend his country. But 
army life wasn’t what he expected.

“One problem was that Vlad is a 
believer. Another problem was that he 
comes from a territory where most people 
don’t love Ukraine. Another recruit con-
stantly mocked Vlad and bullied him. 
Every day Vlad endured provocation, and 
life was tough from constant ridicule and 
bullying. He had come to the Lord only 
recently, and this challenged his faith. The 
bully also ridiculed Vlad’s belief in God. 

“Vlad came to church simply bro-
ken. He didn’t know how to respond. He 
requested prayer that God would defend 
and help him. 

“Then, this past Sunday, he showed 
up all cheerful. Standing in front, he 
recounted how God worked a miracle: 
the army discharged the bully for health 
reasons. Now Vlad knows from personal 
experience that God is his Defender.”

A place to grow
“Three months ago, a soldier named 

Kolya began to visit our church. He’d 
been drafted because of the war in east-
ern Ukraine. For a long time, he’d had no 
interest in God. After getting drafted, he 
turned to the Lord.

“The army brought Kolya to Desna. 
He saw the cross on our building and 
grew interested in our church. Since that 
day, he tries not to miss a service. Before 
our eyes, Kolya is growing in God. Two 
months ago, he received a pass to go home. 
He said, ‘Pastor, I want to be baptized.’ 

“‘I’ll be glad to do it,’ I answered.
“Kolya went on to explain he didn’t 

want to be baptized here, but at the church 
in his village. His hoped for his relatives 
and friends to witness his faith. ‘I want 
to go and testify to everyone about my 
conversion.’ 

“I didn’t object. I rejoiced that a man 
would burn to testify of his faith. 

“When he returned after his leave, 
Kolya was ecstatic for having been bap-
tized and that his whole village learned 
he’d become a believer. But his growth 
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Marching in Step with God

continued on page 2

Kolya (right) didn’t want Pastor Fomichov 
to baptize him in Desna for a good 

reason — he wanted all his friends and 
family back home to see his baptism!

To reach the military showers, recruits 
in Desna must walk past the church 
building, with its very visible cross.
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Christmas Blessings in Brest
n January 10, the Rozhdestvo 
Baptist Church in Brest (western 
Belarus) once again did what it 

has done for the past ten years — held a 
Christmas service specially prepared for 
handicapped children and families with 
many children. 

Especially amazing is the fact that 
the local social services department 
requests that the church prepare a 
Christmas program for these children. 
Once the date has been set, the social 
services office mails out invitations, and 
they instruct local authorities to provide 
public transportation to families need-
ing a way to get to the church building. 
This is a unique arrangement in all of 
Belarus.

This year around 400 children and 
parents attended, which filled the audito-
rium. The two-hour program began with 
prayer and Christmas greetings to all who 
came. The church’s youth choir gave a con-

cert of Christmas songs, and afterwards 
a youth leader provided a commentary 
on those songs, making sure the listeners 
understood the significance of why Christ 
was born. Senior pastor Gennady Koroliuk 
presented a Bible message about Jesus 
and His birth.

When leaders offered prizes to the 
children who could correctly answer 
questions from a Christmas quiz, the 
kids excitedly participated, shooting their 
hands high with hopes of being called 
upon to answer! 

The teens and children of the church’s 
Sunday school program also presented 
programs they had prepared.

No one went home hungry, as the 
church invited all in attendance to enjoy 
homemade sweet treats and hot tea. 

As they prepared to leave, many 
parents expressed gratitude for such a 
program for their children. Some left 
their addresses so the church could stay 
in touch with them. 

Pastor Koroliuk sends BIEM this 
message, which we share with you, our 
faithful supporters: “We are very, very 
thankful to you, that for all these years of 
our acquaintance you help us in purchasing 
gifts in order for us to hold such evange-
lization services. May the Lord bless you 
with His abundant blessings.” 

Praise God for a chance to teach these children and parents from 
non-Christian homes the meaning of Christmas!

Children enthusiastically answered quiz 
questions about Christmas. The immediate 

goal was a prize, but our goal is that the 
truths they learned will sink into their 
hearts and draw them to the Savior.

continued across

didn’t stop. He said, ‘Pastor, while in 
Desna, I want to learn how to preach. 
When I return home, I want to preach in 
our church.’ 

“He’s become a diligent student. He 
records every sermon. He reads much 
and accepts all advice. I see God matur-
ing Kolya. He isn’t silent; in the army he 
doesn’t hold back his faith in Jesus. Brother 
Kolya is a great blessing for our church.”

First steps of faith
“Brother Oleg and I had hauled fire-

wood to the church (it has a wood-burning 
boiler). On the street, two soldiers were 
walking past. One said to his friend, 
‘Come on. Let’s talk.’ 

“The companion answered, ‘Don’t 
bother. It’s not worth it.’ 

“But the first man walked over to 
me and explained that they were being 

O
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By “liking” BIEM on Facebook, you 
can receive updates, blessings, prayer 
requests … even an occasional video 
from our mission fields. See you there!

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Baptist-International- 

Evangelistic-Ministries

Frigid temperatures in Ternopil awaited 
the container. But volunteers soon 

warmed up as they unloaded — by hand.

God provided everything here through the gifts of 
His people — including the building itself. Praise the 
Lord for believers who care and share for His work!

In November 2015, BIEM packed and 
shipped its latest container of aid for 
the mission field. This one targeted 

a first-time delivery point for us — the 
church in Ternopil, Ukraine. 

Because in the past this congrega-
tion had always rented meeting places, 
it was never a realistic destination for 
full container shipments. However, God 
changed that situation in 2015, when 
He graciously provided their first-ever 
building, complete with storage space 
in the basement.

For a while, the 40-ft. container was 
delayed by customs in the seaport of 
Odessa. But God’s people prayed, and offi-
cials released it. Now — Hallelujah! — the 
container has arrived, and volunteers from 
the church unloaded it. 

Some items aboard the container, 
such as much-needed tables for Sunday 
school classes, will stay at the church 
for ministry use. Clothing donations will 
bless men going through their Christian 
Rehabilitation Center, or will build bridges 
to needy ones in the community.

A future Challenger will share more 
about distribution, but for now please 
join us in praising the Lord for another 
completed delivery. May the Lord receive 
glory from every donated item! 

Delivery Completed!

transferred to the war zone and requested 
prayer that God would protect them and 
bring them home safely. I promised to 
pray, but said they should pray to God too. 
We talked, and I promised to continue in 
prayer for them. 

“Before leaving, he asked for some-
thing to read about God for himself and 
his friend. He even requested extras to 

(From left to 
right) BIEM 

coworkers Igor 
Fomichov, Eugene 

Buyko, Sasha 
Petrenko, and 

Lyosha Savchuk 
have all been used 
by God in Desna 

and nearby areas. 

distribute to his army buddies. I gave him 
Bibles and tracts that explain the Gospel.

“We pray for this fellow, that the Lord 
will save his soul.”

As with other locations, the church in 
Desna has benefited from gifts by BIEM’s 
friends — donations for the building, finan-
cial support for the missionary pastor, 

and aid for children’s camps held on the 
property. Be assured, your prayers and 
donations are not in vain! 
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Desna’s Daughter 
Ministries

How exciting it is when a church’s converts 
grow in Christ and plant new churches. Here 
are four Gospel outreaches that sprang from 
the church in Desna.

 ■ Sasha and Julia were among the early 
converts of the military base ministry. Sasha 
had served in the Ukrainian Special Forces, 
and Julia was in nurse training. Because 
Sasha’s military service had put him in regu-
lar contact with Muslims, believers weren’t 
surprised when early in their Christian lives 
this couple exhibited a strong burden for 
those under the darkness of Islam. After Bible 
training, they took survey trips to restricted 
countries. Eventually they felt God’s leading 
to settle in one where, to this day, they con-
duct a fruitful ministry that is saving souls 
in the 10/40 window.

 ■ Another couple reached for Christ in 
Desna are Sasha and Ira Petrenko. To 
spread the Gospel, they have moved north 
to Goncharovsk, another military base near 
the Chernobyl district. The growth there 
has been slow, but a core group has been 
established, and great strides have been 
made among the children and youth of this 
military site hit hard by the effects of the 
war in the East.

 ■ A third church plant that grew out of the 
Desna church is in the large, historical city 
of Chernihiv, capital of the Chernihiv region. 
Because the city’s universities and educa-
tional institutions attract over 20,000 stu-
dents, Lyosha and Alyusya Savchuk (another 
couple out of the Desna church) channel their 
church-planting strategy into the Christian 
Student Center, which has been effective in 
reaching students for Christ.

 ■ The fourth and newest church-planting 
effort is in Smolin, a town on the road 
between Desna and Chernihiv. Establish-
ing this ministry will be a joint effort 
between the Desna church, Goncharovsk, 
and Chernihiv. It will involve children’s 
ministry, Bible distribution, youth work, 
and ministering to the needy. All of these 
efforts are planned to lead to Bibles studies, 
which by God’s grace should eventually lead 
to a congregation.

Even before their formal 
training in the Bible, 

Sasha and Julia yearned 
to share about Jesus with 
Muslims. The Lord has 

blessed that desire.

In the summer of 2015, 
the school principal 

in Goncharovsk 
invited Sasha and Ira 
Petrenko to organize 
a children’s camp on 

school property.

Lyosha Savchuk (right) and his wife Alyusya have used English lessons, guitar lessons, 
Bible studies, and other methods to meet people and share their faith in Chernihiv.

Sasha Petrenko and 
Igor Fomichov stand in 
Smolin, Ukraine, where 
they will soon launch yet 

another new ministry.


