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September 6, 2016 

 
Dear friends of BIEM, 

Temperatures outdoors are cooling, but opportunities to serve the Lord are always hot and on the “front 
burner” at BIEM. I think that will be obvious as you read the enclosed Challenger newsletter. 

Praise God for workers who see a new opportunity and don’t say, “But we’ve never done that before.” When 
children’s workers in Lutsk saw an opportunity to hold a camp for special-needs kids, they knew it would require 
much forethought. With God’s blessing (and your help), that camp touched souls with the Gospel (See page 1). The 
historic celebration article also warms our hearts. In it, you’ll learn about a conference especially dedicated to 
celebrating a translation of God’s Word. In addition, the photo roundup gives fun peeks of a few far-flung mission 
fields.  

As a final note, this year the total number of children and teens in camps sponsored by BIEM reached a new 
high: 2,500 campers and 494 known professions of faith in Christ. Our workers attribute these figures to various 
causes. One factor is the unstable situation in Ukraine, which makes some people more open to spiritual truths. 
Another factor is that a couple of camps were held in entirely new areas to reach new people. Plus, previous 
successful camps provide positive word-of-mouth advertising. Praise God! 

However, please don’t conclude that these ministries are rolling so smoothly your help isn’t needed. BIEM 
has a continuing need for donations, particularly for evangelism and children’s ministry. Such gifts help us to fund 
outreaches such as the special camp mentioned in this issue, the puppet ministry in the previous issue, and 
evangelistic trips to Russia’s Far North, to name a few.  About $20,000 is needed to reach the matching funds gift 
designated for Church building programs mentioned in a previous Challenger.  Gifts designated “Where Needed 
Most” are the most flexible of all, since they enable us to quickly address any need, including unexpected 
opportunities. May God bless and reward you for your gift of any size to help fulfill the Great Commission for His 
glory! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sam Slobodian 
President, BIEM 

 
 

Reaching the world for Christ since 1981 
	
Yes,	I	would	like	to	help	BIEM	reach	souls	and	plant	churches.	Please	use	my	gift	of	__________	for:	
	
Name________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

City_______________________State_____Zip_______ 

Email________________________________________ 
 

If you would like to make a donation by credit card, we accept the following: MasterCard, Visa and Discover. 
Please call our office with your credit card information using our toll-free number 1-888-655-9693. 

 



Every summer, BIEM sponsors Christian 
camps in Eastern Europe. This year, your 
donations helped the Baptist church in 
Lutsk, Ukraine, to try a first: a camp for 
kids with disabilities. Due to the unique 
needs of each child, families wanting to 
send a special-needs camper also sent one 
parent. BIEM missionary Valia Yankovska 
shares her impressions:

I constantly thank God that I can have 
a role in the lives of young people 
through ministry in the church. Once 

again, with the help of the whole BIEM 
team, we’ve been able to hold an evange-
listic camp, this time for special-needs 
children and their parents. We prepared 
diligently, and we were concerned, 
because this was a first for us. 

We held the camp 25 miles from 
Lutsk. We stayed in a two-story building 
with rooms for four, six, or eight people. 
On the first floor we held Bible studies 
and craft time. We ran the games outside 
and in the large hall where we had Bible 
lessons for adults. 

We had two puppet shows. One of 
those presentations was written and 
performed by mothers of the kids, and 

that was interesting. At the end, someone 
needed to summarize the show’s mean-
ing and tie it to the Bible lesson, which 
Ludmila did. Later she told how hard her 
heart was beating, but then how “easy 
it was on her soul” when she’d finished. 
She’s only recently begun to read the 
Bible. For her, praying before meals was 
new. She found the Bible to be a wise and 
interesting book; indeed it holds answers 
for all her questions. She asked how people 
can fully obey the Lord and also pursue 
their own plans and personal life? We 
spent a lot of time in conversation.

Of course, leaders were busy with 
the children. To our surprise, all the chil-
dren were obedient. I’m amazed by their 
openness, their smiles, and friendliness. 
Age-wise, some are no longer children, 
but mentally they are young. Our No. 1 
rule is to talk to them normally, without 
pity, as if to ordinary kids. 

These special-needs children were 
so active in games. They read the Bible 
aloud, they sang, and they performed all 
exercises during morning calisthenics. 
This was exhilarating and instructional 
for all the children. They tried their hard-
est, even though it didn’t always work out.

One boy, Victor, always ran to games 
and calisthenics. Some exercises were 
hard for him, but he asked his mom to help. 
His mother, Tanya, was delighted with 
her son’s camp experience. In camp, he 
opened up and laughed and was cheerful. 
At home he was reserved, grumpy, and 
fearful. How surprised she was when he 
joined in relay races and even knew how 
to be a good loser. She cried from joy 
that you revealed secret sides of her son, 
and that her boy felt what it’s like to be a 
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A Special Camp for Special Kids

continued on page 4

A puppet show can elicit sweet 
smiles, like this one.

This summer, the church in Lutsk, Ukraine, held a camp for special-needs children. It was a success!
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A Historical Celebration

For Christians in the East, 2016 is a 
milestone: the 140th anniversary 
of the translation of the Bible into 

the Russian language. In recognition, the 
association of Baptist churches with which 
BIEM works in Russia dedicated a youth 
conference specifically to the Bible and 
its Author. What a God-honoring event!

For it, men set up a tent large enough 
to accommodate 800 people. Pastor Pavel 
Rumachik says, “All those who were 
responsible for the preaching, the singing, 
the registration, the meals, the decora-
tions, and organizing labored tirelessly. 
Praise the Lord, who gives abilities and 
the strength for labor!” 

A Bible verse above the platform 
united all the sermons: “The word of the 
Lord endureth forever” (1 Peter 1:25).

Over the course of the youth fellow-
ship there were seven sermons, seven 
seminars, discipleship meetings, group 
Bible readings, and a Q & A evening. 

Participants consumed dozens of large 
samovars (traditional Russian teapots) 
of tea. During the final service’s call to 
repentance, around fifty people went 
forward to confess sins to the Lord and 
dedicate themselves to God. Praise God!

The youth headed home full of joy 
and full of God’s Word. Young people 
don’t want simply to listen, but desire for 
the Word of God to penetrate all parts of 
their lives. 

At the end, organizers posed the ques-
tion, “How did the Lord speak to you?” 
Here are some of the youths’ replies:

 “ I repented. I understood that I was a sinner 
who needed to repent.

 “ I realized the enormous value of the Word of 
God, the motivation to study the Scriptures. 
(It’s not enough simply to read the Bible; you 
need to learn to meditate on the Word.)

 “ The importance of making conscious deci-
sions to change one’s life; it’s possible to 
change one’s character with God’s help.

 “ God wants obedience from me.

 “ Everything was created for the glory of God.

 “ God’s commandments are not boundaries 
that restrict our freedom, but safeguards that 
warn us against wrong actions.

 “ The call to become a true servant; full dedica-
tion of myself to God.

And here are a few testimonies about the 
fellowship: 

 “ I’m thankful to all the organizers of this mar-
velous conference. You have accomplished 
a great labor in ministering to us. May God 
bless you and bestow on you His infinite 
mercy. (Kirill, 16)

 “ I always attend the May conference with much 
expectation. Each year I come away with a 
new glimpse of Christ and my own faith…. The 
brothers presented the Scriptures in such a 
way that I’ve gained a new, strong desire to 

At this celebration of God’s Word, 
young Russians did more than 
listen. They joined in praising 
the Lord for giving the Bible.

Small groups provide opportunities to 
interact in discussing Scripture passages.

Some attendees traveled hundreds of miles to attend the conference.

continued on page 3
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Quick Glimpses from the Fields

The Ryzhuks in Belarus send thanks for 
humanitarian aid received through BIEM.

This camp lesson on Russia’s Volga 
River focused on Isaiah 55:7: “Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he 

will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

Most of these 
youth at a camp 

in Ukraine’s 
Carpathian 

Mountains come 
from unchurched 

homes. But by 
week’s end, many 
made decisions 

for Christ!

Graduation from seminary in Kyiv, 
Ukraine, means more preachers, Bible 

teachers, and musicians for God’s glory.

In the Republic of Georgia, BIEM’s 
Micah Tuttle (left) assisted in 

baptizing new believers.

In June, at a village called Tailakova 
in Russia’s Far North, Valera Ryzhuk 

arrived in time to assist with constructing 
a cabin. That evening, most villagers 
came to a service. One man repented 

and asked Christ to save him!

Near Fastiv, Ukraine, Alyona (38) was 
baptized in her wheelchair. She says in 

her youth she was headstrong and proud, 
until a horrible accident disabled her at 
age 22. She declares that, without that 

tragedy, she never would’ve come to 
Christ and thanks God for everything.

study them. The most precious thing I got out 
of it was communicating with God: not merely 
studying the Bible and praying, but being in 
God’s presence and enjoying this time. It’s 
also inspiring when a multitude of youth bows 
to the Lord together. Praise God, and my great 
gratitude to the organizers who sacrificed in 
order to hold this youth fellowship! (Vasily, 21)

 “ Each year, as I come to the youth conference, 
I want to leave less and less! I’m thankful to 
the organizers of this unforgettable event, 
after which you’re filled with spiritual strength, 
literally charged up with it…. (Katya, 15)

 “ For five years I’ve been attending this youth 
fellowship, and from year to year God reveals 
new things to me. I come home inspired 
and elated. I want to tell everyone about this 

Praise God, there’s too much happening for us to pen articles about every event. 
However, this roundup of photos should give you more than one reason to rejoice in the Lord!

conference. I want to thank those who put 
together such a spiritually nourishing event 
and opportunity to fellowship with the friends 
I’ve gained. (Lilia, 19)

In conclusion, Pastor Rumachik tells 
BIEM, “Pray that the decisions made by 
these young people won’t be merely emo-
tional, but will grow into serious dedica-
tion of themselves to God. Praise God for 
your involvement in this fellowship. May 
God reward you as well!”

BIEM, in turn, praises God we can assist 
in financing such worthwhile events. 
Thank you, dear readers, for investing in 
lives through this ministry! 

Evgenia wonders 
which tea to try.

…Historic Celebration continued from page 2
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…Special-Needs Camp continued from page 1

one needs an ill child, and the retirement 
home probably wouldn’t accept her. But 
for now we live in God’s joy, and I ask for 
the Lord’s mercy concerning the salvation 
of Grandpa and my granddaughter.”

Inna reads the Bible, and in this 
way she uplifts herself. It’s a little hard 
to understand her words, but she reads 
confidently. In camp she read verses to 
all of us — and she was happy.

Thank you, friends of BIEM, for caring 
and for giving to make many, many camps 
possible. Your love is touching lives for 
Christ! 

you and for me to take our guilt on Himself 
so that we can have eternal life with God 
in Heaven. Andrei absorbed this lesson, 
and he prayed for forgiveness and salva-
tion. His mother, Elena, works at a school. 
She has no spare time for training her son. 
Now, at the end of camp, she seriously 
wants to fellowship with us. She has seen 
God at work in her family, and that only 
He can help her cope with her son. 

Luba and her granddaughter Inna, 
16, had never been in a camp. (After 
Luba’s daughter gave birth to a disfigured 
daughter, the daughter’s husband left 
them. Luba’s daughter cried for a long 
while; then she gave Inna to her mother 
before she, too, departed to start a new life 
without the disabled daughter.) Luba has 
raised and schooled her granddaughter at 
home. Luba told how it hurts that Inna has 
no friends. When Inna was an infant, it 
hurt to take her outside. Everyone stared, 
and children laughed at Inna. Physically, 
she’s 16, but her mental age is half that, 
so she has no friends. 

Luba said, “When we were invited to 
church, I was afraid to go. But then I saw 
and felt the friendliness, understanding, 
and support. Inna really looks forward to 
church. At home, she repeats the lessons 
to her grandfather. And I received Jesus 
into my heart as my Savior. I’m thankful 
to those who have given me the chance to 
be in this camp with my granddaughter. 
I want to read the Bible, to study it, and 
wish for my granddaughter to receive sal-
vation, too. It’s sad for me to think about 
Grandfather and I passing away and Inna 
having no one to live with. After all, no 

The nature of this 
camp required 

one parent of each 
special-needs child 

attend. So, this 
camp ministered 
to both children 

and adults.

Water and sponges can beat the 
heat on a hot summer day!

This young boy gives the camp 
a definite “thumbs up.”

needed part of a team, to be like everyone 
else. When there was a call to repentance, 
this boy lowered his head and prayed. His 
mom prayed, too. 

Andrei, 15, had a reputation of hurt-
ing people. Other kids feared being in 
the same room with him, even when his 
mother stood beside him. On the first day, 
he learned the difference between a winner 
and a loser, and he tried with all his might 
to be among the winners. One time he lost 
at a game. He cried like a little child. But 
later he realized such things happen and 
that the first step toward victory is to be 
victorious over one’s self. He began to obey 
his mother and leaders. He enjoyed helping 
and encouraging littler ones. By camp’s 
end, he was a “kind and gentle bear.” 

Some children misbehaved, and they 
deserved punishment. But Maksim (a 
leader) volunteered to take the punish-
ment in their place, so he was swatted 
with stinging nettles. Afterward Maksim 
explained that Jesus died on the cross for 

Some encouraging 
numbers

It’s impossible for us to know all 
the wonderful ways that Christian 

camps influence the children and 
youth who attend. Some who are 
already saved grow closer to the 
Lord, grasping truths they hadn’t 
realized before. Some who were 
apathetic to spiritual things experi-
ence a softening and begin to take 
an interest. Others realize their need 
of Christ and repent while in camp, 
while others repent later. But for 
your encouragement, we can share 
some general statistics: Number of 
kids and youth in BIEM-sponsored 
camps: 2,500. Number of known 
salvation decisions: 494. Praise God 
for all fruit, including that which 
ripens later!
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