
	

	

 

The Savchuks in Chernigiv, Ukraine 
3rd Quarter Report, 2016 

July  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
God gave us a warm and dry summer, which was really great. It gave us an opportunity 

to spend more time outside with family and friends, swim in the river, and have great night 
walks. 

When God adds people to our congregation, it is a great joy for all of us. It is wonderful 
to see how the church naturally grows, but sometimes we have to say goodbye to some of our 
friends. Tanya Lisogor was one of the first people who became a Christian at the beginning of 
our ministry here. When she came for the first time for English class, she was a high school 
senior. This year she graduated from music college and she decided to move to western Ukraine 
for her Master’s degree. It is sad for us; she was a good member of our team and served our 
small congregation with her talents, but we understand this would be better for her future career. 

Before she left, we made a little holiday. Probably you have already heard that Maksim, 
one of the members of our church, is a talented cook, and he well known for his sushi. We asked 
him to prepare sushi for us. It was a good time. After eating sushi we went outside; it was a 
beautiful summer night and we continued walking on the central street of our city. We pray for 
Tanya and we’ve already contacted our Christian friends to find a solid church for her there. She 
promised to visit us, and we also want to visit her in the future. Now she lives in a center of 
Ukrainian tourism – the city of Lviv, so we surely will be visiting her. 

Now it is almost a tradition to go to Chervona Sloboda every summer. I have been in 
different teams leading camps in Chervona Sloboda and helping pastor Vitaly Yurchenko for 
years, but for the past three years our team has consisted of me, pastor Igor Fomichov from 
Desna, and Sasha Petrenko from Goncharovsk. Since we are all leaders of ministry in our places, 
pastor Vitaly likes to joke that this is a very spiritual camp because it is run by three pastors. 

I liked the camp very much this time. Usually children there are of different age groups 
but this time they were almost all the same age and they were good friends with each other and 
with us as well. In this camp we used the same program we had used in Desna and Goncharovsk. 
Sasha Petrenko introduced to us a new sport (which is probably not new for you); it is a 
floorball, or floor hockey. Every evening, when sun was not as hot as in daytime, we invited kids 
to play it, and it was very popular. My position in this game was as goalkeeper. The goalkeeper 
in floorball should stay on his knees, catching the ball with his hands. On the first day, when 
there was a grass it was fine, but on following days I was always dirty as a pig after playing this 



game. But it was fun and worthwhile, because it gave us an opportunity to be much closer to 
those children. It was a good time for us three as well; we were able to live in a male atmosphere, 
praying for each other and talking about our blessings and needs. 

Another camp invitation came from Bilogorodka. Eugene Buyko invited our families: the 
Fomichovs, the Petrenkos, and us to come and help with their camp. Sam and Amy Slobodian 
also joined us with their son Steve. It was a great camp in the brand new church building. I love 
such projects, because we can work as a great team with other BIEM co-workers, encouraging 
each other and learning from each other. What I love about Bilogorodka is their food. The sisters 
in pastor Anatoly’s church are talented cooks, and they were invited to help in this new church 
with their camp. So God rewarded us a lot for our willingness to come and help. 

Praise the Lord for July, it was a good and fruitful month. Please pray for us and our 
ministry. We love you and always remember you in our prayers. 

 
August  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. We know that August is the beginning of the new 
school year in your country, but here it is still a part of summer break. We didn’t have any camp 
opportunities this month, and as we usually do, we’d cancelled several activities in our center for 
summer. So this month we had more free time than usual, which helped us to spend more time 
with family and friends and have a good rest before the start of fall semester. 

At our Wednesday Bible Studies we continue to study the book of Genesis. It is amazing 
to see how the author of this book switches his focus from the large perspective of world history 
to the story of one family, who will soon become a people through which all other nations will 
be blessed. In our Bible Study group we use maps and historical comments a lot, and we also 
found Maksim’s experience of living in Israel for a couple years helpful. He makes his own 
comments on climate and nature in modern Israel and even recognizes some places. 

One family from our church came back from Finland, where they were for a couple 
months in the summer, gathering berries and selling them in the market. They shared many 
interesting things about this country. I also shared my experience of meeting people from 
Finland this summer in the Chervona Sloboda children’s camp. We’re glad that they are back, 
because this family is a great help to us in the ministry. 

Another guy, Dima Fokin, had a chance to be a leader in several school camps in 
different parts of Ukraine. I’m glad that a Christian student had an influence on teenagers. He 
asked us to pray for two boys from the East; they are from towns that are constantly under 
attacks and he worries about them. The war has become very real for us, almost every family in 
Ukraine now has someone who died in this war, either relatives or friends. 

Our good friend Marina Shturmarevich decided to be a volunteer in these problem areas. 
She spends months in the East and then comes back to the peaceful part of Ukraine. She always 
shares fresh news of what is really going on there. So while in the news they say that there is 
relative peace, in reality these regions are always fighting and a lot of peaceful people die. Please 
pray for this conflict. We pray to God for peace in the East and to stop the enemy’s invasion of 



the rest of Ukraine because we always hear rumors of Russian troops concentrating next to our 
borders. 

At one of our Sunday services we had an interesting visitor. His name is Dmitry 
Selyanski, a professional singer, and he lives off his performances, which he does in China. He 
became a Christian four or so years ago and he is looking for a church to attend. Somehow he 
heard about us and decided to visit us. After the main service we usually stay at the office for a 
cup of tea and fellowship. So we had time to talk to Dmitry, and he shared his testimony and 
shared some interesting stories from his life.  

Because of bureaucracy and corruption, our office has been left without electricity a 
couple times in the past. Last time it happened in spring, and recently I’ve received another call 
and was told we need to change our electric meter. They said the electricity will be turned off for 
a couple weeks. I was really upset, and we all prayed to the Lord to avoid this procedure and, 
praise the Lord, they found another option for us, and we will not be without electricity.  

We praise the Lord for August. It was a warm, good month, and we had a good rest and 
are ready to start a new semester with new strength. Please pray for peace in Ukraine and for 
new opportunities to share the Gospel with young people in this area. Thank you for being a part 
of this ministry. We are glad to be part of a big family, and we always pray for you. 
 
September  

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. We want to share with you those things that God has 

been doing in our ministry during September. 
In the beginning of the month, as we usually do, we gathered all our team and did some 

planning and prayer. We decided to analyze the previous semester and discuss which projects 
and methods were effective and which were not. Everyone has a chance to share his vision and 
thoughts, and finally we decided to focus mostly on personal evangelism this semester, because 
it is the best thing we can do in order to share the Gospel. We all agreed that hearing the Gospel 
from a pulpit or during our events is good, but experience shows that those of us who really 
became Christians received it through personal evangelism. My challenge to our team was to put 
some number in their mind and to pray and do everything possible to reach that number of 
people with the Gospel by the end of semester. I also presented some of the most-used methods 
of sharing the gospel in evangelical circles. They are: a Four Spiritual Laws brochure, four-
points bracelets, the Evangi-Cube and simple quotations from the Bible. My main point was that 
sharing the Gospel is really easy, especially when it goes naturally.  

I had a personal temptation of skepticism while presenting this challenge, but praise the 
Lord I was wrong. The week after our meeting our team members started to share little stories of 
different occasions in which they had a chance to share the Gospel.  For example, Dima Fokin 
shared that he started sharing the Gospel with his co-workers at his part-time job. Dima Gregory 
picked up several students from his group and decided to pray for them and share the Gospel 
with them. Sergey and Olya invited unbeliever friends to their home to spend time together and 



share the Gospel. I also shared that this month I made several trips to Kiev; each took me around 
four hours to drive. Every time when I drove alone, I tried to pick up some travelers on the way 
and I shared the Gospel with them. I understand that for now it is not a result we were looking 
for, but at least I see that our team is really excited to do this work of evangelism and we are 
growing in this together. Please pray for this effort and future fruits. 

We added another important service to our list to get together every first Saturday of the 
month and pray together for our city and ministry. I strongly believe that our own effort is 
nothing without God’s approval and blessing. These meetings also help us to encourage each 
other and be more informed of each other’s needs and struggles.  

Another thing I introduced at our team meeting was discipleship. We’ve seen a danger of 
leader-centered ministries here in Chernihiv, when a good leader leaves a church for some reason 
and the ministry slowly shuts down. So our vision should be different, and we have to raise our 
own leaders who will be able to continue the work and disciple other leaders. It is a great and 
heavy goal, so my idea was to start with something small. I asked our guys to find one disciple 
with which to work until the end of semester, just one person in whom to invest their time. For 
helping and equipping them, I invited them to spend an hour a week with our family one-on-one 
(sisters with Alusia and brothers with me). Also we added to our Wednesday Bible Studies a 
class that we teach once every two weeks, where we give materials that might be used in their 
personal discipleship. We go through these materials together and then encourage them to try to 
teach these materials themselves. 

Our team member Sergey Antipenko decided to try his teaching skills, and he developed 
materials on Old Testament survey. He has already taught his first class, and I believe he has a 
great future as a Bible teacher. His wife Olya is singing at our worship group and this family is a 
great help and encouragement for us. 

Maksim and Sveta decided to go to Poland and work there for six months. Understanding 
the bad economic situation in our city, we gave them our blessing, although we really want them 
to stay with us. But before they went Maksim decided to do some renovations at our office. It 
was his voluntary decision; I only bought some paint and brushes for him, and helped couple 
times. Now our office looks much newer and nicer. Praise the Lord for such brothers and sisters 
at our church. 

I was also glad to see our dear brother Sam Slobodian, who visited us this September. 
Together we made a video about our ministry here and had a good time of fellowship. After his 
visit I made another trip to Kiev, where I had a chance to interpret for a very godly man, Mr. 
Bruce Tuttle. He taught a class on dispensationalism, which was my favorite class when I was a 
student. 

These are those things that God has been doing in our midst this month. This fall is 
unusually cold and rainy, which leaves more time for books and prayers. 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  
Always yours in Christ,  
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 



	
	


