
	

	

	

Savchuks 

2nd Quarter Report, 2016 

April 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
We want to thank the Lord together for this past month. God was gracious and kind to us 

and gave us opportunities to serve Him here in our city of Chernihiv. 
One of the blessings that happened to us this month was our first church council. In the 

past, we used to get together as a team, by which I mean those brothers and sisters who were 
involved in our activities and who held leadership positions. This was more about our ministry as 
the Christian Students Center. However, this time we gathered as members of the future church. 
We are registered here as a student organization, but not as a church. To gain church registration, 
we need at least ten Christians who are willing to start a church. Even though we already have 
this number of people, we delayed our registration, but now we all feel this is a good time to do 
that.  

At this council, we were talking about new opportunities for us as a church. We discussed 
names for our future congregation, and for now one of the best names we considered was One 
Way. The discussion was enthusiastic and full of faith in what we were doing. We also discussed 
our new responsibilities and duties. So, as was said a couple times at this meeting, it was a 
historical event for us. Now there is lot of paperwork to do, but praise the Lord we have Maksim, 
who is real pro at doing paper work. Please pray for this initiative. 

It was a privilege for me to translate for our new friend, Pastor Kevin Gaugler. He visited 
our seminary in Kyiv and taught the book of Genesis. It was my pleasure to take him on a couple 
tours in Kyiv and a very special one to Chernihiv. During this trip we visited several important 
sites and also had dinner at a restaurant that was fashioned in the style of a Russian prison. So 
our brother Kevin was not only a guest, but he also experienced what it means to be a prisoner.  

In Chernihiv we not only toured the city but also got together our youth and invited them 
to come and listen to the story of Joseph by Pastor Kevin. As my wife noticed, his style of 
preaching is very good for young people. He talks clearly, uses good examples, and while 
speaking about very serious issues he sounds simple enough. Among those who were invited 
were several unbelievers. I was surprised to see Ira. This is a girl who attended a couple of our 
youth meetings, but then said that our faith is a cult and that she didn’t want to associate with us. 
But she came to this event; and not only that, but she asked pastor Kevin some very interesting 
questions. I hope it shows that she enjoyed the evening and maybe there is a chance that she will 
trust the Lord. 

It might sound strange for you, but our Easter this year was almost a month later than the 
one you had in the US. Our Easter celebration was on May 1st. This is why all celebration 
routines for us fell at the end of April. On Saturday before Easter, we had our Easter Youth 
Meeting. That night we had two very special guests—Vika and Karina Sychov, who had just 



arrived from Florida a couple days earlier. They treated us to pizza, and we had a great time 
together. The topic of that meeting was, of course, Passover. By the way we don’t have the name 
“Easter” in our language; we say “Paskha,” which is the Greek name for Passover. Traditionally, 
most Ukrainians get drunk on this day, starting right in the morning. In my sermon I said 
mentioned how strange it is that on the day that is all about the Lord our people do what He hates 
the most. 

The next day we asked Pastor Igor to come, and he drove the church bus to Chernihiv and 
took us to Desna. It is almost a tradition for us to visit the Desna church on Easter. There, we had 
a great time of fellowship, and we had the privilege of participating in their church service. After 
the service, we had a big picnic. Maksim brought two unbelievers, so it was not only a church 
fellowship but also an outreach. 

 We thank Lord for this month, and we ask you to pray for us and for our ministry here. 
God bless you. We love you and pray for you. 
 

May  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

May in Ukraine was unusually rainy, which opened an opportunity for more indoor 
activities. Almost every evening we were at somebody’s home, playing Uno, drinking tea, and 
having very warm conversations in spite of cold weather outside.  

Our previous landlord asked us to leave the apartment by the end of May. It was a little 
bit hard to find another one, but our Lord was gracious, and we found a pretty nice apartment. It 
is located a little farther from our office, but the place is very quiet and safe for our son to play 
outside. Now we have three rooms in our place and very tiny kitchen. But we’ve got two sofas 
and two armchairs, which makes our hall a very nice place for hosting our guests. 

In May we met a bunch of nice people, and we want to ask you to pray for them. One 
man named Igor, who has a very old Soviet car, has started to attend our Bible Studies on 
Wednesdays. He has a very interesting story, and I really thank the Lord for the opportunity to 
meet him. Five years ago he served in the Ukrainian army and he got flu there. The illness was 
severe, and it resulted in constant headaches, which he continues to experience. He says his head 
is always aching, though he lives what looks like a pretty normal life. He went to many doctors, 
but they couldn’t give him a satisfactory answer. Once he met a Christian girl and started dating 
her, she invited him to church, where he received Christ. But after they broke up, he didn’t feel 
comfortable attending that church, so he joined our Bible Study. He says now that God is a very 
great help for him in all his difficulties. Please pray for him. He never gave up and is still trying 
to find an answer, and maybe God will help him to get rid of this ache. 

Another interesting guy came to our Sunday service. Two brothers from our church study 
in Kiev, and they go there every Sunday night and come back every Friday. The train to Kiev 
takes three hours, so on the way they usually meet people. Once they met Pasha. They shared the 
gospel with him and invited him to attend our Sunday service. The guy is a nuclear physicist by 
education and he said that he doesn’t believe in God. But, surprisingly enough, he came to our 
service. He is very tall and skinny, with long hair and long nails. I thought I was tall, but when I 
saw him I knew that I was wrong. On Sundays we study 1st Thessalonians. I try to tie every 
sermon to the Gospel, and I’m glad Pasha heard it. At the end of the service we started to talk, 
and I discovered that this guy really needs friends. He was ready to talk for hours. He said that 
by physical laws God must have a cause, like everything else in the Universe. I asked him, What 



if God is not bound by physical laws? What if He created them and rules them within the 
Universe although He never bound Himself by them. He said that might be an argument but he 
needs more time to think about it. Please pray for Pasha; he really needs God. 

There were three other young people, two guys and one girl, who came to a service with 
Maksim after the bike competition. It was the first time for them to be at a Baptist church. I tried 
to make the Gospel as clear as possible for them, although I understood that other people at the 
service needed more solid food. I haven’t seen them since then, but I’m glad they at least heard 
the Gospel and maybe they’ll come again. 

We halted our English classes for summer, and now we are in the process of preparing 
for summer camps. The biggest event for us is a tent camp on Desna River. Please pray for it. It’s 
a great opportunity not only to share the Gospel but also to live with these people in the woods 
and share our lives and values. 

God was kind and gracious to us this month. Thank you for your prayers and support. We 
love you and pray for you.  

 
June  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Praise the Lord, summertime is very busy, though very fruitful. God gave my family and 

me an opportunity to participate in three camps in June. Usually we have a bigger team, but this 
year there were only three families: the Petrenkos, Savchuks and Fomichovs. We started our 
preparation in April. Sometimes we’ve hosted other families in our apartment in Chernihiv; other 
times we traveled to Goncharovsk or Desna, and sometimes we used Skype to communicate and 
make important decisions. 

The main theme of the camp was “The Lord’s Prayer.” We designed the program for the 
two camps in Goncharovsk and Desna. I want to say that it was a privilege to work in such a 
good team. There were not many people in the team, but every member of it was highly 
productive.  

First camp was in Goncharovsk, and we prayed about it the most, because it was a 
school camp, and the principal of that school in Goncharovsk asked us to join them and lead four 
days of their camp. We understood that it was a great responsibility. The other problem was the 
number of children. We expected to have up to 200 kids, which was really hard for six people. 
But the Lord was kind to us and we had a wonderful camp.  

I was responsible for Bible classes, so I divided the Lord’s Prayer into four parts and 
made a lesson on each. This year we bought a new gasoline generator, and we had all the needed 
equipment outside. So, when I led my lessons, I had a microphone and speakers, which made my 
job much easier. In this camp we had 110 children, and we divided them into five teams. We had 
many competitions and team games. One of the games was photo quest: each team had several 
tasks to take pictures in different places and positions. After this game, we selected four pictures 
from each team and made calendars with these photos. The week after camp, Sasha visited a 
school event and presented calendars to those kids who were at the camp. 



Vika and Sasha, a couple from the Goncharovsk church, prepared very tasty dinners for 
us, which made our job much easier. Every day after camp time we had dinners at Vika’s home, 
and after that we went to Sasha’s apartment to discuss plans for the next day. 

In each lesson I shared the Gospel, and we prayed together. Judging by the children’s 
answers, we see that they understood the Gospel pretty well. Please pray for these kids. 

The next camp was in Desna. In the beginning we printed invitations and took some 
candies and went into town to spread the information about the camp. It was a real blessing; this 
time we took our children with us, and they were a great help. It’s one thing when adults 
approach children and invite them to camps, but it’s another thing when children invite children. 
Even our five-year-old son Kiril took part and invited several kids into camp. 

As it usually goes, the Desna camp was at the church facility. The program had already 
been prepared, so it was a little bit easier to repeat it in Desna, and we had a few less kids. The 
only thing that made this camp harder was the high temperature. This summer is very hot in 
Ukraine. Playing games in the open air was very exhausting.  

But, there were a lot of advantages of having camp in the church building. For Bible 
classes and songs we had an auditorium and all the equipment. Here in Desna we divided kids 
into three teams. Desna is our home church, and we were really glad to see many new faces 
among the children. In Desna we also decided to make calendars, but the task was harder 
because we needed them not in two weeks but in three to four days. The Lord was kind and those 
calendars were made in time.  

Kids in Desna listened to Bible classes with great interest. We asked them many 
questions and according to their answers they understood the Gospel clearly. They prayed with 
us, and we hope that many of these little souls will be in Heaven. Please pray for these kids as 
well. 

The last camp in June was the tent camp on the Desna River. (The Desna River and 
Desna the town are in different places).  

For this camp we invited teenagers from Desna, Goncharovsk, and Chernihiv. Altogether 
we had forty young people at the camp. Staying in tents in the open air 24 hours per day is a 
really good opportunity to witness with not only words, but with actions and fruits of the Spirit.  

This year we had a lot of innovations. We bought a generator, as I wrote earlier, and we 
had lights at night, which made our evening services much brighter and interesting. In previous 
years we made a fire every night, and the main purpose of it was to light up the camp. Now we 
had electric lamps all over the camp, so we made fires just for food and tea.  

We tried to keep our teenagers busy, which is not an easy task. For this purpose we 
prepared a lot of games, competitions and Bible study classes. The electricity in the camp made 
it possible to take a projector, screen and a laptop into camp. So when we sang songs we had the 
words projected onto the screen. And we also watched interesting videos and photos from the 
camp. 

Every evening we had our camp services, where we sang songs together and listened to 
the Word of God. Every morning after breakfast we had a Bible study, where we studied two 



dialogues of Jesus, with Nicodemus and with the Samaritan woman. It was a joy and pleasure to 
see teenagers digging into the Word of God, giving clever answers on discussion questions. 

In this camp we had eight teenagers from Chernihiv. We plan to work with them closer 
after the camp, and hope they will become part of our young congregation.  

In the midst of all these events and camps we drove our car to Chernihiv every 
Wednesday and Sunday to have our Bible studies and church services. People from our 
congregation prayed for all the camps and assisted us whenever they could. 

We thank the BIEM mission for the opportunity to buy all the equipment and supplies for 
these camps. We thank you for your prayers and support. Together we do this important task, 
serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 

	
				
	
	
	
	
	


