
	
	
	

	
	

	

CHERNIHIV, UKRAINE 
1st Quarter 2016 Report 

	
January 

	
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Time flies fast, and the majority of winter is already passed. God blessed us with real 
winter weather in January, so we had a good time celebrating our New Year and Christmas. 

These past few years we had been 
celebrating each New Year with our 
students at our rented apartment, which 
was a little bit tough. Students prefer to 
stay up all night and then go home the 
next morning. This year we decided to 
visit our parents in Desna and celebrate 
with them. So, we took a week off and 
went to our native town. It was a chance 
for us not only to see our relatives and 

friends, but also to serve our church, assisting them with Christmas services and Sunday school. 
The middle of January was the coldest this winter. The temperature dropped lower than -

20° (that’s Celsius), and there were a lot of snowfalls. So, getting back home from Desna was a 
little bit difficult, though possible, and God gave us a safe trip. The first news we heard here was 
that Maksim and Sveta (the sister from another church) had decided to get engaged. I was really 
happy to hear that, because only this summer we had two people being baptized, and now we 
were witnessing the beginning of a new family. 

We talked to them and found that their desire is really strong, and there was no serious 
reason for them not to marry. So I called Pastor Igor, and we discussed announcing their 
engagement at the Desna church at the end of January. This was a big event for all of us, so we 
took two cars to transport all of our church members and drove to Desna (one of the advantages 
of having a small church). Eugene Buyko, our dear friend, was visiting the Desna church that 
day, and we had an opportunity not only to be witnesses of Maksim’s engagement but also to 
hear a good sermon from BIEM’s Ukrainian director.  

The wedding is planned for this summer. Please pray for this couple. Maksim is a great 
help for me in our ministry; he helps a lot with paperwork and with organizational planning.  



Thank you for your prayers. The people I mentioned in the previous letter continue 
coming to our English classes and occasionally attend our services. One cold night, we had a 
strange visitor at the end of our Wednesday Bible Study. An elderly man entered our office. He 
asked what we were doing there, and I remembered him. He had attended a couple of our 
English classes. I told him, “We are studying the Bible and praying together.” I invited him to 
come the next week. The man’s name is Peter, and I ask you to pray for him. He looked a little 
bit frustrated, and I’m glad he promised to come again. 

The flu has become a big issue here. The government closed schools and universities, and 
most kids were told to stay home. (What could be a nicer surprise for them, especially in 
winter?) For most of January our schools were deserted. Praise the Lord, I don’t know anybody 
from our friends who was seriously sick, but officials say that more than 150 people have died 
because of flu in Ukraine this year. Please pray for God’s protection on us.  

There is another thing our students ask me to do for them, and I see how it helps us to get 
to know new people. It is table game night. We changed our schedule a little bit after the winter 
holidays, and now instead of having two English classes a week we have left only one. So every 
Thursday we get together to play fun table games. We have Uno cards, Phase 10, chess, and 
some others, but the most popular game among them is Mafia. The students so loved this game 
that they bought special equipment to make it more realistic and fun. I’m not a big fan of it, but it 
really provides us an opportunity to meet new people weekly and invite them to our Bible studies 
and Sunday services and share the Gospel in a friendly atmosphere.  

Please pray for us, for new ideas and vision for this year. We’d love to see our American 
friends here doing camps and English classes together. So, if you have the opportunity, we will 
love to see you here. God provides us with everything we need, and we thank you for being a 
real blessing for us. Pray for our health, God wondrously saved us from flu, which is in epidemic 
state here, and for our spiritual strength.  

Thank you for everything you do for us, we love you and pray for you.  
 
February 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

There are lots of things that our country inherited recently from the West. Some of them 
are good; some aren’t. Before the collapse of USSR we had never celebrated St. Valentine’s 
Day. Now it is as much a holiday as any other celebration we have. There are debates on the 
topic whether we have to celebrate it or not here. St. Valentine is not an Orthodox Saint, that’s 
why the Russian Orthodox Church doesn’t like this holiday. For my family, this holiday it is just 
another opportunity to make each other some presents 
and show our love toward each other. 

Knowing that this day is celebrated in our 
colleges and schools, we decided to make our own 
celebration at our Christian Students Center. The theme 



of the night was Love Story. We were discussing things that make love stories interesting, 
among them were things like self-denial, sacrificial love, and others. Everybody liked the 
discussion. At some point it was a great opportunity to turn the topic toward the Gospel, and I 
shared the greatest love story in history. Of course, it was the story about God’s love toward us. I 
know that for some people it was a little bit unexpected, because this day is all about love 
between two people, but we should never forget the greatest love that was ever shown on this 
Earth—the love of our Father. 

We do our weekly services as always. Every Wednesday we study the parables of Jesus. 
They tell us a lot about Jesus’s purposes in His earthly ministry, about His Kingdom, and future 
life. Sometimes it is easy to dig deeply into Paul’s epistles, yet forget about simple truths that 
could be found in the Gospels. It is great that in some Bibles the words of Jesus are marked red, 
because these are the most important things in the Word of God. On Sundays we are studying the 
epistle of Paul to Galatians. Legalism is a big issue here. Our people are highly legalistic in their 
views on God, because of their Orthodox heritage and Soviet hypocrisy. It is really hard to share 
Gospel with people, because they believe God is all about rules and regulations. So the letter to 
Galatians is a good help to show people that Christ is the end of the Law. 

We’ve got another problem with Orthodox influence. There is a teenage boy who started 
to attend our church. His name is Bogdan and he is a good friend of Maksim’s. Bogdan believed 
in the Gospel and said that he wants to be in our church. But when he shared this with his 
parents, they strictly prohibited him to fellowship with us. They took him to an Orthodox priest 
who said that our faith, our Christ, and our Bible are totally different. And you know what? I 
think they are right, because they are those who preach different Christ and strange Gospel, as is 
mentioned in the book of Galatians. Their religion is all about works, and they have really 
confused the understanding of grace. It is a sad situation. This is the third person who quit 
attending our Church because of Orthodox priests. Please pray for Bogdan. 

Another practice we do now is we go to students’ campuses and share the Gospel using 
an interesting tool we borrowed from Campus Crusade for Christ. This is a plastic bracelet with 
four pictures on it: a heart, a warning sign, a cross and a question mark. We give these bracelets 
and ask students to share their thoughts on the meaning of these pictures. Common answers are: 
the heart represents love (or a hospital); the warning sign – warning sign; the cross – something 
about religion, and the question mark – just a question. After they share their thoughts, we share 
ours, telling them that the heart represents the love of God to all people; the warning sign 
represents our sin, which separates us from God; the cross represents the sacrifice of Jesus, 
which make a way for our salvation and reconciliation with God, and the question mark is the 
question, “What will you do with that, or what is your decision?” 

Many students would not talk to us, because they don’t like to talk to strangers. But there 
were a good number of people who stopped, and we had great conversations. Praise the Lord, for 
this opportunity to share His good news. We are going to do such outreaches on a regular basis, 
so please pray for this initiative as well. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. We love you and pray for you.  



 
March 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It is a joy for us to be a part of such a great family. No matter where you live and which 
language you speak, as a Christian you know that you are a part of a great heavenly brotherhood. 
Here in Ukraine we try to help each other in the ways we can. The church in Desna often helps 
us and the church in Goncharovsk, and we also try to help both of these congregations. But this 
month we saw a great cooperation of Christians from different countries and churches working 
together. 

You probably know that BIEM is planting new church now; this one is in Bilogorodka, 
the town where BIEM’s Ukrainian headquarters is located. What a great blessing for us to see 
that a team of Americans sacrificed their time and money in order to come and serve here, 
working on the building project. It was a great example of faithfulness and love to our Lord.  

I was invited to join this team as an interpreter, and it was great news for me to know that 
Pastor Igor was also willing to leave his home for a while in order to help with this project.  
Eugene Buyko and his family, Vitaliy Yurchenko, Pastor Anatoliy and many people from the 
first Bilogorodka church were part of this big crew. We were working together for a whole week, 
but it was much more than that. We were able to share our testimonies, to pray together, and 
encourage each other.  

It was a great time, and as soon as I got home, I was telling our congregation about it and 
encouraging them to do the same – to help others in the name our Lord Jesus Christ. While I was 
away, I had asked my friend Sergey Antipenko to preach on Sunday. He did a great job. It is also 
a blessing for us to have this young family, Sergey and Olga, who decided to join our ministry 
and help us to plant a new church here in Chernihiv. 

God led us through some trials this month as well. Our landlord told us that we will have 
to leave our apartment before long, because she wants to sell it. My wife was happy to hear that, 
because she has wanted to move for a quite a while. But I was sad, because I like the location 
where we live, and the apartment itself is not bad. She has allowed us to stay for couple months, 
but she started to sell the furniture, so we need to find a place. Please pray for this.  

Secondly, there was a problem with the electricity at our office, mostly because one 
company that was responsible for our building was changed to another, and I had to do some 
paperwork in order to put everything in order. Praise the Lord, everything is fine now.  

And lastly, I had some health issues and even spent a couple days in the hospital. The 
doctors told me that it is not something serious, and I feel better now. While I was at the hospital 
I had a chance to share the Gospel with two my 
roommates. Their names are Nikolai and Valentin. 
Please pray for them. Hospitals are really depressing 
places, especially here in post-Soviet countries. People 
are open to any form of encouragement.  



We do our weekly ministries as we usually do. Once we had a visitor; he said that he 
wanted to know about us more. But in a long conversation I discovered that he is some sort of 
neo-Buddhist and he wants us to be a part of this movement. I shared the Gospel with him and 
explained why it is not possible. He tried to convince me that there are many ways to God, but I 
showed him from the Bible that there is only one way. Finally he gave up and left. I hope that the 
truth of the gospel will enlighten his dark heart and he will repent (his name is Sergey). We also 
have a new English class student, Marina. Please pray for her as well. We had another visitor this 
month. A couple years ago, a drug-addicted guy visited our Sunday service. After that, he 
attended every service for a couple months and then he quit coming. Now he came and told us 
that he had been in the rehabilitation center in Kyiv and now he is a Christian and attends a 
church in Kyiv. What a blessing it was to hear that a seed we planted a couple years ago finally 
produced its fruit.  

Another way to share the Gospel was introduced by our sisters. They teach classes on 
how to make handmade soap. Every Saturday they invite ladies to our office and do master 
classes on making their own soap. It helps the ladies to know each other better and is a good 
opportunity to share the Gospel in a regular conversation.  

Thank you for being part of all the work God is doing here in Ukraine. We love you and 
praying for you. 

 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Lyosha, Alyusya and Kirill Savchuk 

 


