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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

I’m sorry that this newsletter comes so lately. Perhaps I’ll send yet another when our semester/Christmas break 
arrives. This has been a more difficult semester of studies (for the students) and teaching (for me). I am uncertain 
of the reasons. One factor (one of several, and probably not the main one) has been the development of a new 
interpreter. Katya is mentally bright, spiritually perceptive and “intense”, perennially cheerful, and a delight to have 
as a workmate. But she is still growing in her ability as an interpreter, and I’m sure that 5 hours of interpreting daily 
must often be mentally and physically exhausting.  

Regarding our studies, 

. . . this week, we have a block course being taught by Pastor Josh Stephens. It’s a counseling course, and the 
students are “eating it up” (and Katya is doing an excellent job). Josh is the pastor of Community Baptist Church, in 
New Prague, MN. Most of the churches who support this ministry are located in the eastern and northeastern 
states, but Community Baptist is one of just a handful of supporters in the Midwest. What’s more, it’s the first 
Baptist church of which my parents were ever members. It’s the church in which I became a believer and was 
baptized. So, it’s a special blessing to me that they now are participants in our ministry here in Ukraine!  

Josh’s visit/help comes at just the right time, as I needed the time to 
rework a pastoral epistles (1 & 2 Timothy, and Titus) course . . . and 
desperately craved a “time-out”. We normally have 2-4 block courses each 
semester, taught by visiting pastors or missionaries. Dr. Michael Petersen 
came this semester and taught a course on the post-exilic prophets. It was 
a fascinating course for our men, and they received it enthusiastically. My 
son, Micah, will come just before our semester break and teach another 
hermeneutics course (we have a number of courses dealing with Biblical 
interpretation principles). Our students have shown a special interest in 
that subject, as well.  

For our church-planting course, I had prepared notes, but the students’ 
questions took us far beyond merely discussing those notes. And, before 
this semester ends, we will invite 3-5 Ukrainian pastors to come and spend 
a morning (each) relating their own church planting experiences and 

suggesting what worked well, what didn’t work well, disappointments and victories, what they would do differently, 
and anything else they think might be helpful. When we have done this in the past it has been very good, and we 
have enjoyed the pastors’ presence in our classroom. 

So, all-in-all, it’s been a good and full semester. To give you an idea of the scope of one semester’s studies, we’ve 
studied church planting, John’s epistles, counseling (2 seminars), post-exilic prophets, the doctrine of salvation, 
Greek, Bible interpretation, a theology of stewardship, the pastoral epistles, and we’re continuing our study and 
practice of expository preaching. In terms of credit hours, the students will have completed more than 22 by 
semester’s end. 

We still have our 10 students, 

. . . eight of whom will finish their studies here by December of 2017, and the other two of whom will be graduated 
in May of 2018. We’re not likely to add new students in January, but we did expand and renovate our classroom. 
That will allow us the possibility of adding 2-4 more students if God provides and leads in that direction. We bought 
the building materials and our students did all the work. They also made most of the decisions, and did a fine job!  

Illness has become somewhat of a difficulty, 

. . . though certainly not of any “epidemic” proportions. I have been healthy, but we have often been missing a 
student or two for a few days or even for a week. Please pray that they and their families can stay well and that our 
studies and service can go forward unimpeded.  

Please pray for wisdom 

. . . as our students are already prayerfully pondering and planning the places and nature of their ministries once 
their studies here are completed. 

 
The mornings begin with singing 

and prayer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks again for your love, 
your financial support, and 
your prayers for us!  
 

Your servant for  
Jesus’ sake,  

 

Address:     Gumenyuk (for Bruce)  email:  uabruce@gmail.com 
2a Kotsyubinskogo #20,  phone:  011 380 97 358 88 78  (EST + 7 hours)  

 Bila Tserkva, Ukraine 09108 
 

Sending Church:   Victory Baptist Church - 1059 Victory Circle 
Reading, PA   19605  phone: 610-376-9888                                          
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our renovated, extended, improved 
classroom from different angles – 
more room, better lighting, more 

adequate heat, etc. 

 
helping Igor – one of our graduates and a 
pastor in a nearby village – with the repair 
of an old, unoccupied house in the village 


