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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

I’ll resist the urge to include a photo of our students in the 3rd consecutive 
newsletter.  But I want to report that we enrolled 2 more students for this semester. 
One is a Jewish fellow who is already involved in Jewish evangelism, both here and in 
Israel, and who has longed for 20 years to study in a program like ours. The other fellow 
spent many years in slavery to drugs, alcohol and other sins. But Christ saved him and 
(of course) radically changed his life, so that he wants to spend the rest of his life 
serving Him.  

Adding 2 more students gives us a larger student body than we’ve ever had before. I’m 
delighted! But it will significantly stretch our budget, which hit its limit at 8 students. 
We’re not worried, but neither do we want to be presumptuous; so please pray that God 
will continue to provide as dramatically has He has in former years. 

We’ve only finished the first 2½ weeks of our fall semester. The students have shared 
testimonies and reports of their summer activities. One man directed a youth camp in 
which there were many professions of faith in Christ. Two fellows traveled to nearby 
Georgia and worked with my son, Micah, and Pastor Lasha. Another fellow traveled to 
Israel and worked with a drug and alcohol rehab ministry there. Another student went 
southward to Odessa and worked with a veteran church-planter for 2 weeks. Another 
fellow went back into one of the most dangerous areas of Ukraine’s war, and ministered 
the Gospel there. And there were more! It was fascinating and thrilling to hear of their 
ministries and the experiences into which God brought them! What could be better than 
to have these men return to classes with hearts burning to minister to souls and to 
glorify the Savior?  
 

My faithful interpreter, Oksana, married missionary Troy Manning on July 25th. 
The wedding took place at Victory Baptist Church in Reading, PA, the church of my 
former pastoral ministry. I walked Oksana down the aisle and give her away, as her 
(unofficial) American father; it was a huge thrill for me, but also a great loss. God 
answered our prayers for a new interpreter, and I’ve included the photos of the 2 
wonderful ladies who will be helping in this ministry. Please pray for wisdom for both 
them and me. I add this with tongue-in-cheek: you might also pray that it will be awhile 
before another missionary comes along to whisk Katya away and marry her. 

 

The ministry continues to grow busier!  We’ve begun Monday night classes in a 
nearby local church, in order to teach the men (about 10 right now) how to preach more 
effectively. Perhaps we’ll be able to do this in other churches, as well. There are 
invitations to do more parenting seminars – one in another church here in Bila Tserkva, 
but also others in churches further to the east and west. I’ll be doing other teaching on 
the family within a family ministry of one of the churches, and also be participating again 
in a Friday night English club outreach. Monday, I’ll fly to Tbilisi, Georgia, to join my son, 
Micah, for a week’s seminar there. In my absence, our students will have a block course 
in the wisdom literature of the Old Testament, taught by Dr. Mike Petersen, a 
missionary friend in Poland. 
 

Thanks so very much for your prayers, your interest in and love for the people of 
Ukraine, and for your generous help for this ministry! May our God now continue to 
supply all of your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19)! 

 

Your servant for Jesus’ sake,  

Svetlana has been 
interpreting for our 
classes, but should 

be giving birth in 
January. 

Katya will become 
our interpreter, 

probably in 
December. 

Troy and Oksana 


