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Dear friends and fellow-laborers, 

Yes – I know – this one looks like the previous newsletter I sent to 
you! But I wanted you to be acquainted with these men who have 
just completed their first (of six) semesters of our pastoral training. 
We covered a lot of ground since beginning their training on January 
6. And it has been thrilling! This is the first time we have begun with 
all new students. They are so diverse in their personalities and 
backgrounds, yet they treat each other with great kindness and 
deference; I’ve been blessed to see how they relate to each other.  

Our classroom has been very full. We crammed into it two additional 
desks as we sometimes have visitors for a few hours or days. The 
men are very hungry to learn, ask many questions, engage in lively 
debate, and continually press me to somehow “shoehorn” courses 
into this semester which must necessarily be taught later. As it is, we 
accomplished what would amount to 22+ credits in an American 
school. Each of the fellows is engaged in some local church ministry. One of the fellows leads an excellent puppet 
ministry of a large church . . . . a ministry that has been allowed to go into some of the public schools here. At least 
two of the fellows are also helping in a drug and alcohol rehab ministry conducted by the independent Baptist 
churches here in Bila Tserkva. 

The only negative aspect of all this is that the fellows are often too lively in their discussions, thus frustrating the 
progress we expect to make, and I’m compelled to act just a little tougher than I’d like to. But there is a wonderful, 
spiritual camaraderie among us, in searching God’s Word and seeking to please and to serve Him! If you should 
ask me, I would confess that I have many times of great loneliness. I 
wish so very much that Natalie would still be at my side and 
experiencing all of this. I wish so very much that I could have her 
back, and the impossibility of that greatly saddens me . . . . in spells. 
But I can rejoice that she has been swept away from the torments of 
her ill health and into the great arms of her Savior and that we will 
meet again on glory’s side! 
 

I’ve surely enjoyed living in Ukraine without the visa frustrations 
and the frequent necessity to leave the ministry and the country.  
My one-year, temporary residency visa will expire on July 9th, and so 
we’ve begun the process of applying for next year’s visa. Please, 
please pray that this goes quickly and smoothly.  

 

My faithful interpreter, Oksana, will marry missionary Troy 
Manning . . . hopefully in July or August. Please pray that she can successfully (and soon) finish the difficult and 
frustrating process of securing her fiancée visa. Also, please, please pray that the Lord will graciously provide the 
interpreter we will need for classes that will begin in the fall (and local church ministries). It is a huge loss to have 
her depart, but we are ecstatic for her!  

 

It’s been a very busy semester outside of the classroom! I have taught 3 six-week, parenting seminars in 
churches here in Bila Tserkva, and will begin in a fourth church next Sunday. Last week (the last week of our 
semester’s training), Dr. Mike Petersen returned to teach our men a course on the Pentateuch while I traveled to 
Khmelnitsky to teach a course on marriage and parenting to the students at the Slavic Baptist Institute. I had a 
wonderful time, and reveled in the opportunity to see old friends and enjoy that venue once again, after a long 
absence. Out of that week’s teaching I returned home with invitations to do marriage and/or parenting seminars in 
at least 3 more churches, but at considerable distances from Bila Tserkva. I’m eager to oblige, and just need to 
determine how to fit that into our schedule. It’s great to be busy about the Lord’s work, and even wearied in the 
process! 
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To take on 8 students this year has begun to stretch our finances.  No, we’re not in any difficulties at this time, 
but I’ll ask you to pray fervently that God would give us wisdom . . . . and perhaps additional resources. When the 
fall semester begins, my heart longs to add two more good and earnest men who have repeatedly asked to be 
trained here. Ten students would be more than we’ve had at any time during the 10 years we’ve lived and 
ministered here. It boggles my mind that only about 6 months ago I was concerned whether God would be sending 
us any students, or whether He planned for us to move this ministry to another country! 

Please also pray about another matter: I’ve taught most of the courses given to our 
students this semester. While I’m glad and eager to do it, for the students’ sake it would 
be advantageous to see other faces before them and get some of that instruction from 
folks with sharper minds and greater experiences and abilities. Please pray that God will 
avail us of pastors, missionaries, and professors who can add variety and excellence to 
our students’ training experiences here! 

At least one of our students would like to participate in a missions trip to Tatarstan, a 
very needy and Muslim area of Russia. He, with others, would be involved in making a 
youth camp for 1-2 weeks. It would cost him roughly $500 to make the trip. If we can 
help him – and perhaps another youth or 2 from nearby churches – it would be greatly 
appreciated. If you have any interest in this please contact me before giving as 
sometimes you folks are so generous that your response exceeds the need! 

Thanks so very much for your prayers, your interest in and love for the people of 
Ukraine, and for your generous help for this ministry! May our God now continue to 
supply all of your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19)! 

 

 

 

Your servant for Jesus’ sake, 
  

Just	thought	you	might	be	
interested	in	our	form	of	

“grill”;	it’s	called	a	“mangal”.	
Great	friends	gave	it	to	me	for	
a	birthday	present.	We	make	

shashlyk	(shish-ka-bob).	
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