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Dear friends and fellow-laborers,  

One more semester of training has just been completed!  It has been somewhat crowded, but we have covered 
a lot of ground, with multitudes of interesting questions and discussions daily.  What’s more, we’ve had the help of 
friends in pastoral and missionary ministries who have taught challenging block courses, for which we are grateful.  

I previously reported that some of our students took missions trips during the summer.  Now, during this 
Christmas/semester break, at least 3 of our men are going to be engaged in missions trips once more.  The 
increased enrollment of 10 men stretches our resources, yet God has graciously made it possible that we could 
help to make those trips possible.  It is of compelling interest to us that our students should get a taste of gospel 
ministry beyond Ukraine’s borders.  We’re praying that more and more of our graduates will go out as missionaries.  
Recently, I’ve been in meetings with pastors from Kyiv to Odessa whose passion has been to find ways to energize 
our churches and people for world missions.  This emerging enterprise has the potential of becoming an enormous 
answer to years of prayer . . . or at least a beginning! 

Please pray that God would give our men and their wives a pioneering spirit and the faithfulness and courage to 
launch out into the deep to wherever (and whomever) God will lead them.  And pray that as they are developing 
greater abilities to understand and to communicate God’s Word, they might also be continually growing in a 
genuine and readily apparent Christlikeness. 

God granted our well-experienced and wonderful interpreter, Sveta, the health and tenacity to work with us 
until the end of the semester, though she is within a couple of weeks of giving birth to her 7th child.  During 
the semester there have been times when we needed to use her successor, Katya, for a few hours or a day.  She 
has done well and is still improving rapidly.  Recently she accompanied me to a church we’d never visited before 
and did an excellent job of interpreting as I preached.  Katya has a beautiful singing voice and I’m hoping that 
wherever I preach she may also minister in singing.  We have talked of working on duets, both in English and in 
Ukrainian; the idea and prospect thrills me (even if it never materializes).   

We are now preparing to launch the spring semester, but this year we’re delaying until the last week of 
January.  The schedule will still allow us to complete all that we are planning to teach, as well as to probably give 
the fellows a week off somewhere in the middle of spring.  In about a week I’ll be jumping a plane to Antalya, 
Turkey.  There I’ll have the great pleasure of joining my oldest son and two other missionary friends for a week of 
training a group of pastors and wives from Central Asia.  It’s been a few years since I’ve seen those dear brothers 
and sisters, so I’m eager to go. 

The ministry has been very busy.  We haven’t been doing more parenting seminars, but expect to fulfill a couple 
of requests from churches sometime in the spring, if time permits.  We held an 8-week, once a week class in 
planning sermons to the men of one local church (which might continue in the spring), have been participating in 2 
English club outreaches (one of which is seeing increasing numbers of unbelievers attending), have been teaching 
a marriage seminar in another church, and made a brief trip to Tbilisi, Georgia, to teach a 3-day seminar there.  
God has been giving us more evangelistic outreaches, more ways in which to help the churches, and even the 
possibility of more students!  Please pray about that: I’d like to take more good men, but it doesn’t seem wise right 
now due to limitations of space and financial resources. 

Thanks so very much for your prayers, your interest in and love for the people of Ukraine, and for your 
generous help for this ministry!  Rejoice with me, in this season, for the coming of the incarnate Christ who 
would save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21)! 
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