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October 2012 
The office has been done since the end of September, 
the only problem we had is electricity. So we needed to 
gather all the English clubs attenders and invite them to 
Bible Studies. For reaching this goal Vika gave a good 
idea to make a pizza party. In total, we had four English 
clubs this summer, and during each of them we 
collected contact information. So it was easy to call and 
invite them to come. Another interesting thing I noticed, 
that those who attended all four clubs, became very 
close to us, even if they were not willing to talk about 
God at first, after all this time they opened a lot. We 
expected 36 people and 30 of them came, which is also 
a very good result. Half of this time I explained to 
students about who we are and what we are going to do in the future as a Christian Students' 
Center. I said that we have plans and dreams and what I meant is that some activities and events 
we will surely do. We will certainly do the Bible Study groups, we will try to continue English 
clubs, off course it will not be as good as those with English speakers, but still people need the 
basics of English and we can teach them. Certainly we will do thematic evenings and sport 
competitions and, if God allows, summer camps. But we also have some dreams like students 
magazine or newspaper, video club, where we can make movies about students life and how 
Bible can influence it, we want to help students not only in their spiritual need, or their need in 
entertainment, but also we want to answer their need in other social spheres. Maybe they need is 
food, or notebooks or study books, we want to help in any way we can. So we will be doing what 
we can do and dreaming to do more.  
 

After my speech we ate pizza and had a good time of 
fellowship. I invited them to come next Thursday for 
Bible Study, and five of them came. This is how it 
works, I've seen it many times in ministry, you gather 
the crowd they come and listen, some of them have 
need in English, other in friends and maybe somebody 
just want pizza, but those who came to the first Bible 
Study, seemed very open to the gospel. They are Dima 
and Gregory, those two boys were present at all four 
English clubs. They play music and sing in the band. 
Though they never study music they are really talented. 
Maybe God prepares them for our Church to be a part 
of worship group. They were my first guests at a new 



apartment. After I shared Gospel with them next day Gregory said that he was thinking about it 
all night long. Please pray for him, seems like he is very close to becoming a Christian. 
 

Next week we had a little more people. Three young girls: Valeria, Dasha, and Tatiana joined us. 
Tatiana is a high school student, she graduates next semester, and she wants to be a music 
teacher, I asked her what she thinks about helping us to teach guitar lessons and she said that she 
is very interested. In our plans of reaching students, guitar lessons was a good tool, so probably 
we need to do them again, maybe from January to May, and if Tatiana will help it would be 
great. Valeria, is a future psychologist, she knows a lot about Biology and Evolution, but after a 
little discussion she made a conclusion that everything including a man could not be just an 
incident, she sees the design in nature, but she is not sure about the Gospel, maybe she needs 
some time. So pray for her and her friend Dasha. 
 

We desired to know our students better and one Thursday Alusia and I we invited them to our 
home to have a Bible Study here. This time we had ten students, including Jaroslav, a guy who 
attended our Bible Studies two years ago, but he quit for some reasons. It was such a joy to see 
him with us again. It was warm home atmosphere, Alusia cooked a banana cake and girls helped 
her to set a table. We talked about the solid source of information, which is the Bible, and I gave 
them several reasons why we can trust this book, now they were much more active in discussions 
and sharing their thoughts. Then we played mafia and had fellowship with the cup of tea. Kirill 
was shocked to see so many people he never seen before.  
 

One of the ways we want to reach students is to 
show them movies at our office, since we have all 
needed, we have a projector and auditorium the 
only thing we need is to buy a screen and acoustic 
system and mount projector to the ceiling with a 
special holder. We want to buy Christian movies 
with a good moral or ethic sense, watch them 
together and discuss a little. I think this is a good 
tool and we can use it for attracting new students. 
We also plan to do a Thanksgiving eve, and begin 
an English club. I also have several invitations in 

electronic format, including those that invite students to join our web site, all we need is to print 
them out. 
 

Thank you for prayers. If you have any advices or desire to help here we are more than open.  
 

December 2012 
I am writing to you about how God worked in our lives through December. This month was 
relevantly stable, in a sense that everything we set up in the past was working well without any 
problems. We had approximately the same number of people at the Bible Study Group, the 
English club and Sunday Services. Which is good, because all who attend our meetings became 
much closer to each other, and now we are more like friends rather than a group of strangers. It 
helps to understand people deeper, and not only them, but also their friends and parents, which, I 
believe, will help us in the future. 
 

December here was unusually cold. Sometimes we had -4 F which is irregular for this part of 
winter. Our office is pretty cold, that’s why often we do our ministry on the kitchen. This room is 



smaller and easier to warm it up. But praise the Lord, in 
spite of the frost, people still searching God, and 
attending our ministries. Dima and Dima (Gregory) 
always help me with their musical gifts, they play 
guitars on Sundays, and do it very well, so even people 
from other churches started to invite us. In January we 
are planning to participate at Winter Camp in Desna, 
and pastor Igor asked us to sing several songs. Guys 
were excited to hear this news and now they are 
working hard to prepare good music for this event. 
  

Girls also helping a lot, especially in the areas they are the best, like decorating room for 
different events, serving tables and cleaning. I feel like we came here without a team, and God 
Himself sent us all those boys and girls who always help in any need we have. Alusia is very 
good in leading girls both in practical, administrative level, and mentor them spiritually. 
Several new people joined our Bible Study group, they are: Vanya, Dima and Dima invited their 
good friend to join us, and now he became an important part of our body, Marina, girl who 
became Christian after Vika’s testimony couple years ago, they met each other at the children’ 
theater, where Karina played. Now She attends another church, but she really loves to study 
English with us, and attends our Bible Study. She helped a lot, and I personally glad to have one 
more Christian in our group, because the rest of our guys either non-Christians or baby-Believers 
who need good example. Tanya, Katya and Natalia, they all were invited to our ministries by our 
guys, so in some sense they are first fruits of their testimony, not only mine or Alusia’s. 
 

One of the bright events this month was Dr. Slobodian’s visit. He participated at our English 
club, which always attract people to come. English students are always searching an opportunity 
to speak with native speakers, which is the best advertisement for our club. So when Sam came, 
several new people appeared as well. We listened to his family story, which was very interesting 
for us Ukrainians. Students asked a lot of questions, and the whole class passed in warm, friendly 
atmosphere. Sam also shared gospel, what made those people to think once more about their 
relationships with God. So as you see we always need English speakers, here you can be a very 
good tool for attracting new people and spreading the Gospel. Welcome to Chernihiv! 
 

The next event was Christmas celebration. As I 
mentioned before, we worked as a team, and I saw it 
clearly at this event. Alusia gave girls assignment to 
prepare different decorations, and several days they 
spend on preparing our office. I was surprised to see how 
it changed from regular office to the beautiful Christmas 
tale. Girls also worked a lot on entertainment, serving 
table and cooking different meals. Boys helped me with 
the program, and also assisted me in shopping and 
carrying everything to the office. At the celebration we 
had seventeen people, almost all of them high school 
age, except Irina, who is adult. I wrote about her 
previously, she is an Orthodox, and her husband is 
Mormon. After I finished my speech, which title was: “The Birth of Jesus, Why is that 
important?” she came to me and said that she agrees with our views more that with any other 



protestant Churches she ever been at, because she reads Bible and has her understanding of truth. 
At the Christmas Eve, we played games, sang songs, watched short film about Christmas and had 
a lot of fellowship. One important thing this evening was to explain them why Orthodox 
celebrate Christmas on January 7th and the rest of the world on December 25th, by the way our 
celebration was in December. The difference is in calendars, while our countries use the new 
Gregorian calendar, Orthodox Church still uses an old Julian calendar, the difference between 
them is approximately fourteen days. By the way we have another strange celebration called Old 
New Year, this is New Year according to the Julian  
Calendar, and we celebrate it in our countries at 14th of January.  
 
After Christmas we started our preparation to the New Year, which still much more important 
feast for our people. Our family celebrated this day at home, for us it is more family holiday, but 
we invited our friends from Bible Study 
Group. Here in Ukraine we celebrate New 
Year all night long. Usually teenagers spend 
half of the night with their parents, from 
evening up to one or two o’clock in the 
morning, and then they go either outside or to 
their friends to continue celebration. So our 
guys came to us at four in the morning and 
stayed with us till the sunrise, which is great, 
because as a rule, young people get drunk this 
night and do a lot immoral things, but those 
guys didn’t drink any alcohol that night. 
Instead of that we played different games, 
were talking to each other and prayed for year to come. 
 

This is how our December ends. Hopefully the rest of winter will be warmer. Thank you for all 
the work you’ve done for us, for all your prayers and material support. We love you and praying 
for you daily. 
 

In Christ, Lyosha and Alusia, Savchuks. 
 


