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July Part 1 
An extra English Club. 

When I have a free time in summer, I prefer to use it for planning coming study year, this is 
probably a habit I’ve got while I was a student. This summer I expected to have a window between 
Chervona Sloboda and Indiana group in August. But I was wrong. Vika Sychova called me and said that 
she got to know couple American students who came in a mission trip to Ukraine this summer, they 
travelled around Ukraine to different orphanages and now they have free week and they don’t know 
what to do, so she asked if they would help us with leading an English club. They were glad to help, and 
I also liked this idea because I really wanted to stay in touch with those people who attended our English 
clubs in June.  

We got together and were discussing how we would lead this club. Suddenly we decided to have 
a week of discussing biographies of people who changed the modern world. We chose Bill Gates for 
Monday, Mark Zuckerberg (founder of Facebook), for Tuesday, Bono (Irish singer who claim himself to 
be a Christian) for Wednesday, for Thursday we gave them homework to share biography of a person 
who they think changed modern world, and for Friday we all shared about Jesus – the most influential 
person in world who changed our lives. We had around twenty people every day, many of them were 

those who attended English clubs earlier in June. 
English clubs help us a lot to build bridges 
between Church and non-Christian world, because 
many people in Ukraine are looking for an 
opportunity to study English with native speakers. 
On Friday almost all participants of English club 
shared that they believe in God and they see 
problems in Orthodox Church. It is a big step 
because many Ukrainians think that Orthodox 
Church is the only true Christianity in whole 
World. Please pray for these people. 
Next step will be English club in August with our 
friends from Franklin Road Baptist Church, 
Indianapolis, IN. We already printed 1000 
invitations and will hand them out in central streets 

of the City. Hopefully at the beginning of fall we’ll have our own building, ready for Church use and we 
will be able to invite all these people for our first meeting. Who knows in this club future deacons and 
pastors and missionaries may be present, please pray for them. 
 
July Part 2 
Dear brothers and sisters. 

The biggest part of summer is over only one month left but God made this time very fruitful for 
me and my family in ministry. Once again I’ve seen that BIEM is a big family which works as a team. I 
wrote in my recent reports how people from Desna Church and Goncharovsk Bible Study Group helped 
us with handing out flyers, invitations to our English Club, they also helped us with the event itself. So 
now it was our turn to help them with camps and Evangelizations. 

Together we led two vocation Bible schools in Goncharovsk and Desna. It was a great time to 
share Gospel with children using games, crafts, skits and Bible lessons. Each of us was responsible for 



some part of a school. Alusia and I were helping with music, I played guitar and she prepared songs and 
sang them. Also we helped with skits and Bible lessons. So the same team led the same school both in 
Goncharovsk and in Desna. But in Desna we also had our friends from Maranatha Bible College who 
helped with the program as well. Children were interviewed at the last day of each camp. Many of them 
learned a lot about God’s love, and that all people are special for Him and He gave His Son for their 
sins. This time we used not only writing forms for interview but also took some video recordings. It was 
much easier for those kids who can’t write to give video interview. 

After Children’s camps we started to prepare program for Youth camp at the bank of river 
Desna. My idea was to develop a set of lessons for each day of camp. I took verses from book of 
Proverbs which described different topics to discuss, they were: laziness, friendship, foolishness, fear of 
the Lord. In the camp we divided kids in three groups and chose leader for each of them. Kids were very 
active in interacting with us while discussing those topics. Every evening we gathered around the fire, 
sang songs and preach the Gospel. It was unforgettable time in the forest, we lived in tents and ate food 
cooked on fire. Several people decided to repent and follow Jesus at that camp. One of them is Dima 
from Desna, I see him at the Church every Sunday since that time. God blessed us with nice weather, 
except one shower on the second night of camp. Generally kids were very active and interested, they 
played games, sports, participated in discussions and talent shows every night. 

Right after camping Vitally Yurchenko 
called me and ask if I can help their team to lead a 
camp at Chervona Sloboda, I asked my wife what 
she thinks about it and she said that I should go, 
so I thanked her for that, because she stayed home 
with Cyrill, and this was her participation at that 
ministry, which I highly value. I asked my friend 
Vova Minenok from Desna Church if he could 
help and he joyfully joined me at that trip. It was 
an interesting experience of leading another team 
that we used to lead. But people from Chervona 
Sloboda Grace Baptist Church were very kind to 
us and we got all we needed in Church facility. 
Having a lot of ideas and materials after all camps 
we had before it was not too hard to lead this 
camp. In Sloboda every day we had around 15-18 kids which was good because our team was pretty 
small and we were able to focus on every individual kid. Very helpful tool was Power Point Projector 
that we used for displaying Christian cartoons. At the end of a camp children gave interview as well, and 
many of them showed that they understand the Gospel and believe it. 
So it was fruitful summer so far, we expect a group from Indiana next week (Franklin Road Baptist 
Church), they will work at Desna and in Chernihiv, so again we will work as a team with our friends 
from Desna Church. In Chernigiv they will work on our basement, future Church office, and lead an 
English club. This time they will talk about “American Vacation” or how do Americans spend their 
vacation, among other topics we included one that called mission trips, and we’ll give this team an 
opportunity to share Gospel and say that this is how many Christians is the States spent their vacation 
going abroad and helping other Believers to share their faith.  
 
 
August  

This summer is special for Chernihiv, because a lot of work has been done. First of all I want to 
thank many American friends who came to Ukraine and helped our churches this summer. I also want to 
thank those who had no chance to come but stayed home and supported us in prayers and funds. We had 



a great time to build relationships with Chernihiv people and share our faith with them. Also a big 
blessing for us was coming of Franklin Road Baptist Church, Indiana and their friends, because they not 
only helped us with English clubs, but they also did a great job with our building repair and helped 
Desna Church with their projects as well.  

I would say that all summer together we planted lots of seeds, and when this group came to us 
many people were so open to come and participate in learning English and making friends. This time we 
have probably the biggest number of people I've seen before. Twenty four to twenty six people were at 
both advanced and beginners classes. Tired from all day long labor at Students' Center Office, our US 
friends looked like heroes for me, because they still had power and strength to run those English classes, 
and do it with all enthusiasm.  

The topic of study was “American vacation” or how do Americans spend their leisure time. Our 
friends shared how do they usually spend their vacation and which parts of USA they chose for taking 
rest. It involved students in many conversations, they asked questions received answers and finally after 
we all became closer, it was a great chance for us to share gospel. 

Friday night our theme was “Mission 
trips”, and we talked about people who use their 
vacation time for traveling to other countries and 
help needy people. It was a little shocking 
because, probably, not many Ukrainians would 
offer their free time for helping others. In both 
groups we explained that the only reason people 
do that is their love for Jesus. It was powerful 
testimony which made many people think. 

Off course it was really hard to pay 
attention to every single student in the class, some 
of them spoke English others didn't. We tried to 
do all possible for staying in touch with all 
English class students. We are praying and 
looking forward to having a chance to do English 

classes on regular basis. Our office with the Lord's provision and work through our friends is almost 
done. While Americans were at Chernihiv they plastered walls and put drywall over concrete walls with 
the guidance of one Ukrainian building specialist. It was funny, this Ukrainian guy spoke some Spanish 
but no English, and one girl from the group spoke Spanish, I spoke Russian and English without any 
ideas of what are they talking in Spanish. So everybody needed translation. Together we put a ceiling 
and connected all electric wires. Even at the last day of trip our friends painted kitchen, so what is left is 
only to put tiles on the floor and stairs.  

What we plan to do now is to make a public opening of our office and invite all the people from 
English classes and those who ever attended our Bible study groups and other events. It will probably be 
at the end of September. For now we are trying to do all the preparation: we already made and now are 
developing our web site, we work on brochures and visit cards. We will also prepare a power point 
presentation about our center and it's main goals. So please pray for this event. Also we are looking for 
English teachers, especially Americans who live in Ukraine, because we've seen great results of this 
activity.  

All events that we are doing are possible because of hard working team, Vitaly Sychov was 
responsible and made excellent work in all the rental questions for our guests staying and for English 
club meetings, he also supplied team with all needed building materials. Vika Sychov helped a lot with 
invitations and supplying English classes with white boards and water and all we needed. And off course 
the hardest part was on the shoulders of our American friends. It was a great experience to work with 
such a good team. I am also glad that through all that we learn how to co-work with our Brothers and 



Sisters from Desna Church and Goncharovsk Bible study. We pray for them also and thank our mission 
for helping and supporting us.  
 
God bless you dear Brothers and Sisters.  
 
September 

After the summer, when we had a lot of working in English clubs at Chernihiv and helping our 
friends in summer camps at Desna, Goncharovsk and other places where our mission works, comes 
September. We decided to postpone Bible Study groups just a little in order to give a time for builders to 
finish our office. We tried to stay in touch with those students who attended English clubs through social 
networks and on the phone.  

One of the ways I see the spreading of information about our Students' Center is world wide web. 
I'm pretty sure that almost every student in the city has a page on facebook or another social network we 
call VK. It is a great tool to advertize our organization, and Church in the future, show them pictures 
with our activities and inform about any coming events. For reaching this goal I made a website for our 
center, which mostly contains the main information about what we are doing, who we are and the most 
important where we are. Though our building location is close to the main streets and Universities, it is 
still a little tricky to get there. So on our site students can find a map, and in our nearest plans a short 
video about how to get there. Also we registered two groups one at facebook and another at VK (this is 
the Post Soviet Republics social network, by the way the biggest in Europe). These groups are mostly 
for pictures ant videos. One of the ways of spreading Gospel we see in making short skits and put them 
on Youtube and share on those groups. 

Another thing we should do is to advertise our web site. For this sake we prepared invitations 
cards, all we need is to print them and hand out to students. We hope it will be one of the best ways to 
make our Church known and to reach students via web.  

Another thing I enjoyed in September is translating at Kyiv Theological Seminary. These were 
unforgettable ten days when I had a chance to help as a translator and also review and learn a lot of 
Biblical truths.  

After the seminary I heard that office is done and it was the time for me and Alusia to move to 
Chernihiv. We were searching and praying. It was a difficult time to find and apartment because it was a 
beginning of a semester and new coming students rented a lot of places. I've seen couple apartments but 
they were almost empty (without furniture and refrigerator) and expensive. My friend Denis helped me a 
lot. I met him at one of our English clubs. Once he called and said that I must take a look at this 
apartment. So I went and saw a nice place at the center of city, fifteen minutes walk from the office. 
There was all the furniture and kitchen with refrigerator, price was a little higher than I expected, but 
still it was good. So we decided to move and if you plan to be in Ukraine in nearest future please 
welcome.  

 
Our web site address: www.chernihivstudents.com facebook page 

http://www.facebook.com/ChernihivChristianStudentsCenter  
 

Thank you for your prayers. I received a message on facebook from one lady, she said that she 
prayed for us daily, it is so encouraging. We also love you and pray for you. 
 
In His Grace. Lyosha and Alusia Savchuk. 
 

 


