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Whole May we were waiting and praying and preparing for coming of Youth group from Lansdale PA. 
We knew about their plans to come since last winter, so we began planning what would be the best way 
of using our friend’s gifts and abilities in reaching students and young adults from Chernihiv. We 
noticed that our people more open to opportunities of improving their English speaking skills, rather 
than any other attractions, so we decided to open some kind of an English School. But of course it is 
impossible to have a ‘school’ for only one week. Some missionaries instead of calling such events a 
school, simply call them clubs. So we made a program for such a club, we asked our friends to prepare 
brief explanation of traditional American holydays and sports, and tied them with the Gospel.  

So for days of this event were planned like this: Thursday evening, talking about Halloween and 
American Football (because in Ukraine Soccer is Football), Friday – Easter and baseball, Monday – 
Thanksgiving day and Ultimate Frisbee and Tuesday – Christmas and Independence day. Saturday we 
planned to go to Desna with Americans and Chernihiv students and make a picnic playing all the sports 
we’ve learned and building relationships, sharing Christ on more personal level. 

May was a month of learning basics of advertisement and marketing, because we needed to make a good 
invitation to reach out as more people as we can. First of all I created a name for this event which is 
“American Culture Week”. Then I had to make advertisements, so waging all the resources we have I 
decided to make three different invitations. First is Public transport advertisement, second is posters that 
we put in main Universities and near crowded places, and third is flyers to hand out on the streets. The 
message of poster and flyer was this: “American Culture Week is your opportunity to improve your 
English with native speakers, to know new information about culture of United States and make friends 
with students of American Colleges”.  

We also announced about this event on our Bible study group and asked students to pray for everything. 
Since I still live in Desna, I see Pastor Igor frequently, once we have talked about ways of cooperation 
with Church in Desna and Students ministry in Chernihiv and Bible Study group in Goncharovsk, we’ve 
seen lots of opportunities to help each other, so I also asked him to join us in handing out flyers in 
Chernihiv, and Igor gladly agreed. As an Evangelical team, Igor and I, and Natasha Gulaya, Sasha 
Petrenko, Sergey Repich and Vika Sychova we went to campuses and on the streets to invite people for 
American Culture Week. It was a great experience of how we can work together and help each other.  

Mostly people were open, and took our invitations with gratitude, asking questions about what it would 
be like. We required those who want to participate in this event call us back on certain phone numbers. 
Several people called us and asked question: is it something 



religious? One girl even said: I’m an Orthodox Christian and I don’t want other denominations to preach 
to me. The reason why these questions appeared is bad influence of Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
who use English Clubs as a tool for spreading their false doctrines. That’s why in order not to lose those 
disappointed people, we answered that it is not something religious, and we didn’t say a lie, it was more 
educational rather than religious event. We tried to build relationships first and then share our faith.  

Please pray for events like this, because it is a great tool for building relationships and making new 
friends. We always need English speaking believers, because in Ukraine it is popular to learn foreign 
languages, and English is on the top of their list. Thank those students and Church members who used to 
come to Ukraine and help us to spread the Gospel in this country. 

June 2012 – Part 1 

Last time I wrote how we were preparing to the event that took place in the beginning of this month, 
which is “American Culture Week”, learning American culture by native speakers, as a tool of building 
relationships and spreading the gospel. We required those who want to participate to call us back and 
sign up. The day before we started, thirty people called us, praise be to God, of course they were 
interested in learning English, but anyway it was a great opportunity to share our faith. I would say that 
most of the people in Chernihiv are afraid of religious groups (I mean Protestants) firstly because of 
influence of Orthodox Church, because this city is a place of tourism and worship for millions Orthodox, 
since it is one of the oldest cities in Ukraine and Russia, we have many ancient Churches and Temples, 
that attract people from different places, and nobody wants to reduce this attraction by presence of non-
Orthodox believers. When I’m thinking of that it reminds me a little, the story of Apostle Paul, when he 
went to Ephesus. Second reason is bad experience of having fellowship with Mormons and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. I still remember words of one guy, his name is Denis, we were witnessing to him once after 
evening meal, and he said us: Once people here were open to Christians but since they tried to force us 
into their religion, nobody wants to follow them anymore. When I asked him about this forcing he 
explained me the methods that really remind me of Jehovah’s Witnesses, of course Denis didn’t know 
the name of the movement, but I was trying to explain to him that we are different.  

But turning back to the main subject, first evening we had thirty two people, few of them were already 
believers, through our ministry, but the biggest part were absolutely new for us. I would say that I’m 
personally expected bigger number of people, but later I knew that it was exact number, and not only 
that, but also people who come were all special. This week God gave us an opportunity to make friends 
with University teachers, English students, actor’s Teacher, Many musicians, some of them even 
rewarded by city officials. Every day we were talking about American holydays and rules of national 
games. Students from Pennsylvania brought samples of sports’ equipment and traditional holydays 
decorations. After official part, we went outside and have time of fellowship, playing Frisbee and 
throwing American football. After people got to know us they were open to hear about our faith, if we 
would start preaching at the very beginning many of them would probably leave. Next day we invited 
students to play volleyball on the beach, which was a good idea if only it had not rained. But even in 
such conditions several people come, and we had opportunity to become closer.  



As for classes, we divided people in two groups, advanced and beginners. Advanced group didn’t have a 
translator, it was all in English, and I was translating for beginners. On Saturday we invited students to 
go to Desna with us, and do picnic, playing sports and having fellowship. Ten students went with us, and 
two of them were really open to Gospel. They are Denis and Andrew, later I learned that Andrew’s 
brother lives in the States and he is Mormon, which is sad, but at least Andrew was not afraid of 
Protestants. Denis never really had experience of being at Christian Church, at high school he was a 
Basketball player, and he tried to become a professional player. So he was always busy, training and 
studying. Olesya, American student, whose parents immigrated to the states when she was five, member 
of our group started to share gospel with Denis, after we invited him to join us at the Dinner. Since 
Denis doesn’t speak English much, I accompanied her and together we explained to him the Gospel. At 
the end we prayed together, and he said that never had such experience of spending time without alcohol 
and drugs, and still being so happy. Please pray for him, we are in touch, hopefully he could became a 
member of future Baptist Church in Chernihiv. 

Monday and Tuesday we tried to tie Gospel with holydays, which was easy, because Easter and 
Christmas were on the list. So as we shared about traditions and decorations, we also add that for us it is 
not only Christmas tree or Easter bunny, but it is all about Christ, his birth and resurrection.  

Last evening several people from our group, shared their testimonies, we said that we came not only to 
share our culture but also to share Christ, and nobody felt that it was agitation, it became personal and 
real. Please pray for these people, we saved all their contacts, and we looking forward to meet them 
again. Next step, will be coming of students from Maranatha Bible College. We will call all of them and 
invite them to have fellowship with another American group. And we are seriously thinking about 
starting an English club here in Chernihiv, because it is a powerful tool for building relationships. But 
we really need native speakers, so if you would like to help, contact BIEM office. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. God Bless.  

 

June 2012 – Part 2 

After our American Culture Week, English club, we’ve seen a big need that Chernihiv people have, to 
learn English and practice it with native speakers, responding to this need we can freely build 
relationships and share Gospel. So we decided to start English school next semester, please pray for that 
project. Praise the Lord, summer is a time when many groups from the States come to Ukraine, and we 
were lucky to work with “Maranatha Bible College” team which came with Russian speaking student 
Maria Bondarenko, and our good friend writer and minister Rick Barry, who also speaks Russian. We 
participated in two camps at Desna and Goncharovsk, and decided to make it to Chernihiv as well. So 
we sent messages to all students who attended American Culture Week, and invited them to come for 
another event with a chance to speak with Americans. 



I received only seven responses, which still seemed good for me. So I instructed Maranatha students to 
be careful because we deal with people who are not Christians and Baptists for them are cult and 
something forbidden, so we needed to share Christ in a creative way, so what we decided to do is to talk 
about Maranatha, because in Ukraine, we don’t have anything like Bible College, I mean we do have 
Seminaries and Bible schools, but not a College, like on the state level where you can study Business 
and Science and Teaching etc. But it is common in the States, so I thought it would be interesting for 
Chernihiv students to know, because they asked previous group a lot about American system of 
education. 

After a brief sightseeing of Chernihiv city, we went to a building that we rented for American Culture 
Week. We ordered pizza, thanks to Jenia Buiko and Vitek Sychov, for they bought the best pizza in the 
city, and came inside. For my big surprise there were much more people than I expected, Lord gave us 
around thirty students opened for fellowship. 

Maranatha team was formed of representatives of different College departments, so we gave each of 
them to talk around fifteen minutes about what do they study and what it is like to be a Bible College 
Student. People in the class seemed to be very interested in this conversation, and asked bunches of 
questions. Some of them were interested in American system of education, others asked more practical 
questions like: is it allowed to dance at the Bible College Campus, or drink alcohol or do parties etc. 
Answers were very reasonable and most of Maranatha students points on their own moral views build on 
the Bible and their faith, and also they said that it is very popular to play sports rather than do parties or 
something like that. Finally each of them said that they are Christians and they came to Ukraine to serve 
Children through vacation Bible schools. 

After the official part we made a table full of pizza and pops, our class turned into chatting room where 
anyone has an opportunity to jump into conversations on different topics. This helped us to know them 
better and share gospel on more personal level. Those who came there for first time left their contact 
information and now we have a good database for future invitations on different events we do. Our next 
project is making an English club with group from Franklin Road Baptist Church, Indianapolis, IA. And 
when our building is finished we will start an English School, as a bridge for unbelievers.  

Please pray for all those who attended all these English clubs, and for our next step in August. Many of 
those who came are interested not only in English but also in our faith, they became our friends on 
facebook and other social networks, and sending messages with different questions, it is a great 
possibility to share Christ.  

Thank you for your prayers and support, and thank all those who sacrificed their vacation and came to 
Ukraine this summer. 

Savchuk Lyosha and Alusia,  


