
  News from Ukraine 
     . . . concerning Natalie  (June, 2011) 
 

 

I wrote so much concerning recent ministry opportunities that no room was available to tell you 
about Natalie’s progress.  No, I didn’t forget her for even one scant moment, but only opted to include 
the news concerning her in this way . . . . . 

Natalie recently had 2 scans at the University of Pennsylvania hospital in Philadelphia.  She receives 
treatment there because there is a small team of doctors who have knowledge about and some 
experience with her type of carcenoid tumors. 

• The first scan only provided a report on the tumors in her liver.  These are the tumors which are 
most life-threatening, and which were treated about 6 months ago by 2 separate injections of 
irradiated spheres or tiny beads.  The scan showed that the largest tumor has greatly diminished in 
size and only has a small live portion at its center; this too might yet die.  Other tumors were killed 
or diminished in size.  The doctors are well-pleased.  Hopefully this treatment might not be 
necessary again for a few years. 

• The second scan, a couple of weeks later, shows a larger area centered around her colon and 
other organs.  It shows that the many tumors which are still there are about the same size and 
condition as revealed by previous scans.  The doctors are pleased with this, as it seems to indicate 
that the injections she receives monthly are at least somewhat effective at slowing the tumors’ 
growth.  Her doctors all remark that she looks exceptionally well, but still needs to gain additional 
weight.  She has been trying to eat carefully and in a healthy manner, a regimen which they say is 
potentially helpful, but won’t add any pounds.  So, I guess she needs to eat more “junk food” . . . 
and I suppose that, in order to be an encouragement to her, I should join her in the same (don’t get 
excited; it’s only my attempt at humor). 

• There is at least one sobering note in all of this: the scans show the presence of 2 or 3 persistent 
and partial blockages in her colon.  These may be the result of scar tissue from her extensive 
surgery in January of 2010, or they may be something else.  At any rate, they have been recently 
causing her some episodes of considerable pain which have lasted for an entire night or a day.  
The doctors say that these may require another surgery when they become too painful and too 
persistent for her to manage.  Neither the further development of this problem nor its surgical 
solution is a very cheerful prospect.  We wait on the Lord. 

 

God has been so very kind to us!!  And you have been so wonderful in your encouragements and in 
your prayers for Natalie!  We surely owe you an enormous debt of gratitude.  Please pray that God will 
marvelously extend Natalie’s health and our days of ministry together.  And pray that He will continue to 
provide the necessary medical contacts, insurance approvals, and finances as are required for her 
treatment.  What’s more, please pray that He will cause to emerge before us a way in which we can carry 
on the full-time pastoral training and church-planting ministry in Bila Tserkva (and beyond) without being 
apart from each other as much as we have been over the last 21 months.  We know that “He is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think . . .” (Ephesians 3:20)! 

 
Your servants for Jesus’ sake, 

 
 
 


