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Again and again Natalie and I have been humbled and blessed with your emails, phone calls, and cards 
reassuring us that you have been praying for Natalie’s health and for the ministry.  You, our supporting 
churches and friends, have been so thoughtful. Your kindnesses have been far more than we could ever 
have anticipated.  Our “thanks” will never be an adequate return for your care and kindnesses.  Still, we’ll 
say it anyway: “Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts! May our God reward you richly!” 
  
It was our goal to have Natalie return to Ukraine, perhaps sometime in September.  That long-
awaited event was delayed due to obstacles in getting the treatments necessary for the tumors in her 
liver.  Last week she finally had the second of two treatments (one for each lobe of the liver), and is 
feeling once more the fatigue she experienced after the first treatment.  We have rejoiced that her 
reaction hasn’t been any worse than fatigue; God has treated her very gently in this.  We still must wait to 
see how effective these treatments have been in killing tumors; that may take a couple more months to 
detect.  Still, we have hopes that her doctors will agree that she can come to Ukraine soon, and stay ‘til 
Christmas, when we must return to the States to make application for new visas.  Please, please don’t 
give up praying for her (and for us), nor suppose that we no longer need your earnest prayers. 
 
There are only 5 weeks remaining if our fall semester!  That’s exciting for all 
of us!  It has been a “more-difficult-than-usual” semester for a number of reasons:   
• We expected to begin the fall semester with 7 returning students, but Alexei 

(our student from Belarus) was not allowed to stay in Ukraine and couldn’t 
renew his visa.  He and his wife returned to Belarus, where they are seeking 
employment and trying to settle into helping with an existing ministry.  Alexei 
finished only one year of our pastors training. We don’t think he yet has either 
the maturity or training adequate to engage immediately in a church-planting 
effort there.  Please pray about this – there may be a possibility that he could 
receive more training in Belarus in the near future. 

• We dropped a student from our enrollment.  He was a fellow who struggled with commitment to our 
program of training during the previous school year, so we sat down with him last spring and 
admonished (and tried to encourage) him.  But it was apparent from the very beginning of this school 
year that nothing had changed.  We talked and prayed together, and then mutually agreed that it 
would be best if he withdrew.  I see him from time to time.  He has dropped in on a class or two.  
We’re still friends.  Maybe a day will come when he will renew his training with a fresh zeal. 

• There had been interest expressed by other potential students but none of them enrolled this fall.  
The most serious of them was a young man who lives here in Bila Tserkva.  We wanted to take him 
as a student and spent much time in prayer for a number of months.  But when fall came he had an 
obstacle which we couldn’t find a suitable way to overcome. 

• The number of courses I’ve been teaching has also made this semester more difficult than usual.  
Natalie’s care and my occasional trips to spend short seasons with her have distracted me, and the 
scheduling of visiting teachers and their seminars has suffered.  So I’ve been teaching courses on 
theology, Christology, angelology and demonology, anthropology, hamartiology (sin), and a New 
Testament survey course.  Our students have all finished two semesters of homiletics and expository 
preaching, but we’re also taking at least one hour each week for additional instruction and preaching 
experience.  I thoroughly enjoy all the teaching, and had fortunately already worked out my notes and 
a student syllabus for each class.  I’m just a little fearful that with my head in so many different 
studies the teaching may “thin out” . . . or the students may become weary of seeing the same face 
and hearing the same voice.  Still, we have a very good relationship and they seem to be doing well. 
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In the midst of the aforementioned challenges, we tried a couple of things 
which seem to be working well:   
• For these last 5 years we have been sending our students to Shevchenko 

University in Kyiv, one day each week, for instruction in Biblical Greek from 
Pani Lesya, a believer who teaches Greek there.  She is a wonderful teacher 
with superb qualifications and was helping us as a ministry, refusing to take any 
salary.  But the schedule and our students’ travel have been difficult matters.  
So this semester, Pavlo Parfenuk – who has extensive ministry and teaching 
with Frontline missions – agreed to come to us each Tuesday morning from his 
home in Kyiv .  It’s working well, and we enjoy his fellowship! 

• Dr. Mike Petersen often comes to teach 
our Old Testament studies.  He has often 
sacrificed time, having to be away from his missionary labors 
on the outskirts of Warsaw, Poland.  We needed him this 
semester, but he could find no time to come.  So he graciously 
suggested that we try a seminar via webcam.  We set up a 
webcam, notebook computer, projection screen and video 
projector in our living room, as we don’t have an internet 
connection at the college.  Mike taught a one-week seminar 
through the book of Genesis, from his study to our living room.  
It went well on both his end and ours.  That’s exciting, because 
it gives us some new possibilities! 

 
Tomorrow a potentially new student will arrive from Magadan, Russia.  You might want to check 
your map; this is on the extreme eastern coast of Russia, beyond Siberia!  Sergei is coming at his own 
expense and will sit in on classes until the end of the semester.  He asked to do this as he is very 
anxious to be enrolled for training here.  It will give us a couple of months to evaluate him.  He comes 
with good recommendation from his pastor, an American missionary in that region.  Right now we’re just 
scrambling to find a place to put him for the next couple of weeks.  Please pray for Sergei, and pray that 
God will give us wisdom concerning him.  It’s “painful” to enroll students who later fail to work out or finish 
the course, and who do not go on to plant new churches.  Pray, too, that if God will have him remain here 
for studies he will be able to get the appropriate visas in a timely manner.  That is always a potential 
problem. 
 
One of our students, Yura, should finish all his training in 
December.  Please pray that God gives Yura wisdom beyond 
his years and his training as he will be able to devote more 
time to evangelizing the village of Pilepcha.  He has planned 
some further evangelistic outreach ministries for this winter.  
Winter is a good time for this in the villages, because the 
people won’t be working in the fields and gardens.  Please 
pray that God would be pleased to establish a local church and 
“beachhead” in Pilepcha, from which we can reach neighboring 
villages as well.  
 
There is always more to tell, but let these pages suffice. 
Your servants for Jesus’ sake, 

 
 
 

Pavlo Parfenuk 

Mike, teaching from his study in Poland  
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