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Thank you so very much for your prayers for our ministry and for Natalie and me personally.  The Lord is 
good, and though medicine offers no cure for Natalie’s cancer, she has been doing pretty well.  The 
blessings still far outnumber and outweigh the buffetings.  We’ve had easier times in our life, but none 
happier.  We figure that if the best we can do is to cope with life’s trials we will 
be missing the triumphs which God enables us to experience in our walk with 
Him; we will fail to mount to such heights as to be able to exult with Paul, that 
“we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37)! 
 
It is still our goal to have Natalie move back to Ukraine this fall.  We were 
aiming at early September, a goal which has now been pushed back to late 
September at the earliest, and maybe even later.  As the hospital struggles 
with our insurance company to get authorization to perform an important test, 
and as we wait for the subsequent procedures which will be performed to kill 
tumors in her liver, Natalie and I have been experiencing just a wee bit of 
impatience and frustration.  Still, God’s Word and our experience teach us that 
the delay must have some beneficial purpose. 
 
I’ve been in the States since May 31st.  We spent most of June thoroughly 

enjoying return visits to supporting churches in the Midwest.  While we were in 
Minnesota, our youngest son, Jeff, was married on June 26th to a wonderful 
young lady named Jessica.  We are thrilled!  We are also so very grateful that 
God has now given the last answer to many years of prayers for wonderful, 
godly mates for each of our 4 children. 
 
If you will, please pray concerning the political situation in Ukraine.  It is 
becoming more difficult to get visas for any but very short terms.  And there are 
many rumors about upcoming legislation which will make things even more 
difficult.  The president and his administration have changed the direction of the 
country to favor ties with and allegiances to Russia rather than the West.  
Though we can’t predict the future, we are sure that “the king’s heart is in the 
hand of the Lord . . .” 

 
I’ll be flying back to Ukraine before the end of the month and must “hit the ground running”.  It 
will be my pleasure to teach a course once again at the Slavic Baptist Institute in Khmelnitskii, Ukraine.  
I’ll be teaching a course on marriage and the home, and expect that the student body could well number 
in the 90’s.  I surely wish Natalie could be there with me . . . and so do the students there!  Teaching 
there has been a thoroughly enjoyable experience.  What’s more, another young couple who will soon 
graduate from SBI has indicated a desire to continue their studies with us in Bila Tserkva before 
venturing forward into a church-planting ministry.  
 
We will renew classes in September with 7 students . . . and whomever God brings to us for new 
students.  Only one of our students finished his studies during this past academic year.  He, Sergey, is 
now pastoring a young church in the nearby village of Potiivka.  He has also been doing evangelistic 
outreaches in 2 neighboring villages which have no gospel witness.  Last fall we enrolled 5 new students 
and it was WONDERFUL to have at least 8 men in classes every day!  If God were to give us 5 more 
again this September, or even as many as 3 new students, we would be way over our heads financially.  
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So we’re praying for new students, and we’re also praying for His wisdom and supply along with those 
whom He sends to us.  Please join us in prayer concerning these matters.  We surely desire to have God 
enlarge our ministry and labors here in Ukraine in whatever way He pleases! 
 
 
Regrettably, we had to miss an important wedding the first weekend 
in July back in Ukraine.  One of our students, Alexei (from Belarus), was 
married to a Ukrainian believer.  I’ll try to remember to include a photo or 
two of Alexei and his bride the next time I send news.  Alexei is a very 
earnest student who desires to go back to his own country upon graduation 
and start a church there.  We’re hopeful that, as God has given him a 
Ukrainian wife, this may help in our visa struggles to keep him in Ukraine 
for 2 more years.  Please pray about this matter when you think of Alexei, 
and for God’s spiritual development of this young couple. 
 
Will your attention endure a report of one more blessing?  Shortly 
before I left Ukraine at the end of May, I led a Bible study for Anjey (one of 
our students) in a home where he has been gathering 12-16 people each 
week for a few months.  We had a 2-hour teaching session, a question-and-answer time, and then a time 
of refreshments.  The people were good listeners and full of good, practical questions.  Anjey invited me 
back and I’m eager to return.  He told me that, through this Bible study, he has seen 4 people come to 
Christ.  What exciting and encouraging fruit!  And what great experience for a future church-planter! 
Thanks again for your prayers and financial help!  May God be delighted to give us fruit and more fruit in 
this ministry for Christ . . . fruit which may abound to your account! 
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