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July – August 2009

Youth summer camp
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Dear friends, summer has passed so fast, and we held the last summer camp for kids from Goncharovsk and Desna. Camp always means an unforgettable time for both saved and unsaved kids. Camp was at the same place as we had it earlier; it was in tents and we had thirty-two people ages 14-21. In camp we were separated from civilization, and that was a big plus because nothing interfered with us in developing  relationships with the young people. The daytime we mostly spent at the beach; for all volunteers there was  volleyball to play. We have a rubber boat and the guys also did some fishing. Last year we had before-lunch discussions on different Christian topics, but this year we decided not do them and to spend all our energy on the evening service. So we were surprised that many kids asked us to have the discussions anyway, and we did. In the evening we had devotions where we sang songs; it was a special thing to preach in the open air near the fire. It was really an unforgettable time. It passed so quickly, and we all felt sad because we had to go. We cooked food on the fire; the kids helped in every work and in the kitchen also. I want to say more about what did we did in this camp, but I also want to tell you about how God touched the hearts of some kids and which barriers stood in their way to the Lord. 
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I had an interesting talk with one guy, Artiom, at about two o’ clock in the morning. I was about to go bed, and Artiom stopped me as he wanted to talk. It seemed like he was alarmed by something. He asked if we could talk, and I said yes. We walked out of camp, and he started with some questions. He was interested in life with God and in ways that God would help his family. It is interesting that this guy was always interested in God and in the Bible, but his friends’ opinions were more important for him. He was ashamed and hid his interest in relationships with the Lord and in the Bible. But that night he wasn’t ashamed; he openly talked about questions he was interested in, even when his friends joined us. He shared his impressions, and about what drove him more thing about spiritual things. He shared the story of his friend whose mother before camp wore a cross on his neck and said that it would preserve him not become a believer like we are. And he said I understood that everybody struggles that we not become believers. I know that guy’s parents; they asked me many times to talk to him. They think that our fellowship has a positive influence on him. Some horrible things took place in Artiom’s life recently; he had bad friends for company. He drank a lot and even tried to commit suicide before camp; he locked the bathroom at a disco party and cut his veins. His friends understood what was happening and called for his father, who knocked out the door and found his sons with cut veins. And many other strange things happened to him, and I understood that he was in a spiritual war for his soul.  

One girl from Chernihiv (her name is Olga) was at our camp. She was impressed by what she saw and heard about God in our camp and in Vitek’s camp where she had been before. I invited her to our camp to give her a chance to grow and understand the Gospel. She prayed with great pleasure, and I remember one time I was late for a lunch and asked the kids if they had prayed. They said yes, so I asked one guy to pray with me, and Olga joined us. When I drove kids home, I saw sadness on Olga’s face and I thought maybe the time at camp burdened her. But when I asked her what had happened, she wept saying that she didn’t want to go. She said that never in her life had she felt so good as here, and she wanted to go to church in Chernigiv. 
Also we have a lot of fruitful fellowships with various youth; it seems the atmosphere in camp disposed kids to talk about the Lord and gave us opportunities to share with them about His truth, which made us so happy. What can make a Christian more happy than an opportunity to share gospel with others?
Pray with us:

1. For Artiom and his spiritual strengthening.

2.  For Olga that she will attend Church.

3. For all kids who were at this camp and for their repentance.

With respect, 
Igor Fomichov
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September 2009

Desna

Mama, please stop drinking!

The heart is breaking with the fact that many women in Ukraine are caught in a net of alcoholism. It is hard to look without tears how people and their families suffer and how the street raise their children. I myself grew up in the similar situation and I felt pain in its entirety that alcohol brought to our family. My mama suffered from alcohol dependence and we had hard times with my younger sister. But this is not my story; it is a story about one woman Natasha, whom God acquainted with us. Natasha became an alcoholic and for a long time took alcohol. She has two daughters: one of them is seventeen years old another is a year and a half. Children suffer and could do nothing while their mother was drinking. The street is not the best teacher but many children in Desna receive this education. Natasha’s oldest daughter Tania began to be bringing up at the street and began to mix with drug addicts. While Natasha drank hard Tania did whatever she wanted. Natasha could leave home for couple weeks to drink, travel somewhere, live with somebody and her children didn’t know where their mama was. Then admitting her guilt she returned home. Together they tried to forget what had happened but before they did she left home or began to drink again. Talking to me, Natasha remembered how she promised to her family time and again to quit but she could not withstand. This lasted for a long time and suddenly she realized that she could not live this way anymore as she fell through again and again. One Sunday morning I met her and her 17-years old daughter at the door of our church and she said: “I cannot live alone any longer. I want God to help me. I was invited many times to your church, I had a desire to come but something held me”. We talked much about God with her, she believes in God from the bottom of her heart and wants spend more time in church and take part in church services. It was obvious how God touches her heart. She wrote poems for God. One can see joy and fire in her eyes. She is overfilled with ideas for the ministry. She attends every meeting and church service, and even with great joy attends prayer meeting at 7a.m. on Monday morning. I know that this is a great encouragement for the church to see God working in Natasha’s life. 

Please pray with us:

1) For Natasha and her family,

2) For new people to come to the church,

3) For the spiritual growth of the church,

4) That God will send a minister to work with military men.

Igor Fomichov 
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September 2009

Goncharovsk

Greetings to you, our brothers and sisters in Christ!
We want to share with you all blessings God blessed us and prayer needs, which we pray about; we ask you to support us in prayers also. 
For many Ukrainians the coming of fall is great grief and boredom, we are opposite, for us is joy, because in Autumn everybody comes back from grandmothers and grandfathers, but the main thing is that we are able to see kids in Sunday school and witness to them about the love of Christ. Children ask us all summer about when “Iskorka” club will be started, and when one week was left before it started they were asking us if it will really happen. Seventeen kids came for first meeting. Many of them attended summer camp which we had this summer. Please pray for these kids, for God to touch their hearts and change them, and for parents to see these changes. 
Recently we met with one young family Vova and Oksana. They have very good relationship with us, and we are trying to be a witness to them. Recently, during a walk, several families gathered together and were talking about how to parent kids correctly. One lady’s daughter cried and she, in great anger, said bad words at her, everybody turned to this lady, and Ira asked: which word do you think this girl will say first? She got what Ira was talking about, and asked: which word did you daughter say first? Ira tried to answer, but one of our friends said that Rima said his first word – Daddy. The lady was angry and said that she would raise her daughter the way she wants, she would give her a glass of vodka and would not prevent her daughter to make a choice, and she would be first to know about her daughter’s bad habits. She began asking about how all others are going to raise their kids, and everybody responded that they don’t want their kids to be alcohol or drug addicts, they want to protect children from all these influences, all of them supported Ira. Please pray for our friends, for God give us wisdom to share the gospel with them.
Friends, do you remember, I asked to pray for Oleg, whose son had heart sickness and needed surgery in Germany? I joyfully announce that God answered our prayers, and the whole sum of money for that surgery. They are already in Germany and the surgery will be made in few days. When Oleg told me that money is gathered I told him how many believers prayed for Sergey. It is sad, that people do not see how God loves them and wants them to have eternal life. Friends, lets pray for them and for God open their hearts and drove them to Him.  Please pray for our home Bible Study, for God grows us spiritually, and leads new people to us. 
Also we need in prayers for our future family member and for Ira’s condition during her pregnancy.
Thank you, friends, for your participation in ministry here in Goncharovsk, your friends, Petrenko Sasha, Ira and Rima. 


October 2009

Goncharovsk

We greet you dear brothers and sisters in Christ! We thank God for you and for your prayers and participation in the ministry of Goncharovsk. May God bless you for this!

Dear friends, God continues to work at Goncharovsk and we are the witnesses of His work and want to share this with you. This month God helped us to start two new ministries. We prayed much about it and God gave us strength and opportunity to start them. First ministry is addressing teens, as we noticed that older children from Sunday school stop to attend it because it is not interesting to them to study with younger kids. God put in our hearts an idea to start new group for teens to come and to feel themselves comfortable irrespective of age. But the main thing is that we got an opportunity to preach Gospel to children. When we announced at Sunday school class the opening of new teen’s group some of the guys assented to attend it and some even asked if they are allowed to attend both groups. Of course the moment will come when they stop attending Sunday school but they will have a place to come. There were five teens on our first group and six at the following. Five of the six a teens who attend Sunday school and one is newcomer. At teen’s group we pray, read the Bible, study different topics, talk and play games. I decided to hold a couple of classes for the topic they are interested in. To my surprise they asked me to tell them what will happen to them after death. I was surprised because they just began to live but think about death. I prepared this of no small importance topic and when our class began I asked them to tell me what do they think will happen to them after death. I was bombarded with their answers. Some said that they do not know, others said that they fill find the answer after they die, some said that they will go to paradise, other said – to hell, a new guy caused a stir and said that he will be re-born into a baby again. I suggested to them to turn to the Bible and to study this topic. So when we opened our Bibles we found out what will happen to us after death as well as we read passages concerning the Judgment Day. After we talked about the Judgment Day teens claimed that they do not want to be at this judgment and most of all they want to avoid to hear the sentence of Righteous Judge: “You are guilty”. Then we talked how God dearly loves them and want to save them, and that He has done everything for this and sent His son Jesus Christ. So everybody who believes will not come to the Judgment. It was a great time we spend together, and we pray God to work in their lives and bring them to salvation. Please pray for them.


The second ministry I would tell you about was started because at our Thursday meetings we decided that it is not enough for us to meet once a week for the Bible study. So we decided to have one more meeting during a week at Tuesdays. But this Tuesday meetings differ from Thursday Bible studies. It is more like seminars on different topics. Now we study angelology. This group is a blessing for everybody as we have an opportunity to learn God better, praise His name and have fellowship with one another.

Dear friends, we thank you once again for your participation in our ministry and ask you to pray for the following needs:
1. For Sunday school, repentance and new kids.

2. For the growth of the groups (especially for the spiritual).

3. May God start His church at Goncharovsk. 
Your friends from Goncharovsk
