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October  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I’m glad to be sharing with you those blessings that God abundantly gave us in October. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 6:20 pm we hold our English class. It is a powerful tool for sharing the Gospel, and I will tell you 
more about it a little bit later. Every Wednesday at 7:00 pm we hold our weekly Bible Study. Earlier we did 
these at our home, but as interest in studying the Word of God is growing, our apartment is becoming less and 
less comfortable to fit everyone in. So now we do our Bible Study at the office, which makes that place more 
and more useful for God’s glory. We are always thankful to our Lord for this building. On weekends we do our 
youth meetings every Saturday at 7:00 in the afternoon and Sunday services at 11:00 in the morning. One more 
ministry we do for getting to know and invite new people is a movie club. Every Sunday evening we invite 
students to watch a good movie (sometimes they are Christian movies sometimes not, but we are careful about 
the content and choose only movies with a deep meaning and good principles).  
 
As you see, we have a lot of work to do, and all these events require good preparation. I am really glad. Three 
years ago when we moved to Chernihiv, all the preparation was on my and my wife’s shoulders. But now we 
have a whole team of believers who assist us in everything we do. For example, Julia Bilan--our good friend--
helps me to teach English and she does a great job. Maksim, Dima and Dima, Sergey and Olya, Tanya, and 
Marina have all come to Christ through our ministry (except Sergey and Olya) and now are helping us to 
conduct youth ministry every Saturday. What we do is get together every Sunday after the service and discuss 
the previous day’s meeting. We share our thoughts about what was good and what went wrong and then plan 
our next week’s meeting by distributing duties and sharing ideas and thoughts. Praise the Lord for them. Please 
pray for our team. 
 
At the beginning of October we posted an advertisement on our local internet site, which gets visited by 80,000 
people every week. Last year I printed out thousands of invitations and handed them out in the streets, but 
didn’t see much effect. Yet, after this one Internet advertisement at least 30 people called me. Finally 23 people 
signed up to be our English students, and if you’ve ever been to our office you can imagine how difficult it is to 
fit all of them in there. And praise the Lord a miracle happened. I got a call from a charity organization, and 
they told us that BIEM had sent us a container with furniture for our Student Center. We praise the Lord for two 
new tables and eight chairs. At the next English class we comfortably fit in all those people, who wanted to 
study English with us. 
 
Our next step in this ministry (and I want to ask you to pray for it) will be to invite them on Saturday night, 
November 14th, so that we can host a Thanksgiving evening for them. The goal is to talk about Thanksgiving in 
English, telling them about the history and traditions of this holiday. And because the first Americans were 
born-again Christians it is so easy to tie in this topic with the Gospel. So this is how we want to share Gospel 
with these English students and invite them to come for our services.  
 
Our youth ministry is also growing. Every Saturday we have around 15-20 people. Almost every time we have 
somebody new, which is great because we haven’t done any special advertisements, it is simply those people 
who come to us once and liked it share about us with their friends. I think that friends inviting friends to church 
is the best way to get results. 
 



I’m thinking more and more about mentoring new converts. I have several guys whom I call every day, and we 
pray together on the phone. I see a great result from this. We are praying for different needs and share our fears 
and blessings. I also try to meet them personally as many times we can.  
 
As you see, God was kind to us this month as He always shows His kindness to His people. We love you and 
thank you for your help in material support and prayers. These are a great encouragement and help to us.  
 
November  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
God gave us really warm fall this year, which is a blessing in many ways. First of all, it gave us a chance to save 
money on electricity (since we heat our building with electric heaters). Second, when it is warm and dry, people 
are more open to attending various meetings, such as English clubs or Bible Study groups. Third, it kept us in a 
good mood and protected us from the typical November depression.  
 
This month God taught us a lesson on hospitality. Alusia’s mother, who lives in Russia, visited us and stayed 
for a couple weeks at our apartment. It was another chance for us to share the Gospel with her and show the 
love of Christ within our family. Friends of our family visited us. We also helped to find places for living and 
showed the city to two families from Minnesota who visited Chernihiv with a missionary team. We shared with 
them about BIEM’s work here in the Christian Students’ Center, and they were really glad to hear about what 
God is doing. God teaches us to be hospitable, and we would love to see our dear friends here. Every team that 
comes here with BIEM is a great blessing for us. 
 
As you probably know, we don’t celebrate Thanksgiving in this part of the world. However in our ministry we 
started a good tradition to celebrate Thanksgiving eve in our office. We invite unbelievers, especially those who 
attend our English class and other activities and put on a holiday for them. What we usually do is prepare a 
good meal (unfortunately turkey is expensive and rare, so instead we prepare chicken), decorate our place, and 
tell them the history of Thanksgiving. Since the very first Thanksgiving is all about Pilgrims and giving thanks 
to God, this is a great opportunity to share the Gospel in a natural manner. 
 
This time we gathered 25 people. Fifteen of them were unbelievers. Six of them came from English class, and 
the rest were invited by those who had already become Christians through this ministry. It was a great joy to see 
how people who had recently been saved were serving these non-Christian guests, inviting, welcoming, and 
serving the meal to them. After sharing the Thanksgiving story, English class students asked me a lot of 
questions. I want to ask you to pray for some specific people. They are: Anton, Sveta, Lena, Elena, Andrew and 
Natalia (married couple). These people are open to the Gospel, and we continue to pray for them and share the 
truth of our Lord. 
 
We also had five great Saturday night youth services. We call them One Way meetings. At these services we 
sing Christian songs, discuss important issues for young people and study passages from the Bible. Each topic is 
designed to be concluded with the Gospel. Almost every Saturday we see two-three new people and we want to 
make sure they’ve heard the only way of salvation. 
 
We continue our weekly Bible Studies on Wednesdays. This month we almost finished studying the first letter 
of Peter. Chapters two and three showed us that we have to be good citizens, honestly working and showing 
respect to our authorities, which is really hard to do in a country that suffers lots of revolutions and fights. Now 
Christmas season is at hand, which is also a great opportunity for Christians to share their faith with others. 
Please pray for us to be creative and find great ways of sharing the Gospel with unbelievers in this city. 
 
We love you and want to share our gratitude for everything you do for us. Again and again we thank the Lord 
for your support in prayer and materially. God bless you! 
 
 
December 2015 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 



I have a missionary friend from the States who lives in Lviv (western part of Ukraine), and he posted an 
interesting statement on his Facebook page. He wrote, “It is December 25th, only 14 days before Christmas.” 
What sounds really odd for western-minded Christians is really true for us. Our Christmas is January 7th, so 
December is all about New Year’s Eve rather than singing carols and enjoying the birth of our Savior. 
 
Autumn semester is over, and as I summarize everything we’ve done this season I praise the Lord for many 
opportunities to share the gospel. It is too early to claim that we’ve got new Christians, but I thank the Lord and 
ask you to pray for several people: Lena, a girl who is our English class student. She showed real interest in the 
Gospel and she tries to attend every meeting we have here. God definitely touches her heart. She met another 
woman at our English class, whose name is also Lena, and invites her to every meeting and sometimes that 
second Lena also comes. So please pray for these two ladies. 
 
Another interesting story is Sveta and her friend Anton. Sveta came from Lugansk, a city where most east 
Ukrainian battles take place. She escaped Lugansk and now lives with her friends here in Chernihiv. Praise the 
Lord, our city is peaceful and war hasn’t touched us, except those brave men who were drafted into the army 
and now are protecting our borders. Sveta heard the gospel and attends our meetings. She is really glad to find 
friends in this part of country. And hopefully she’ll find not only peaceful shelter but also eternal security in our 
Lord. Please pray for her and her friend Anton. 
 
There are two boys who help Maksim with his organization. Their names are Artyom and Bogdan. They are 
always with Maksim. He shares his faith with them and brings them to every meeting we have. Please pray for 
them. It is our joy to see these two guys with us, and we are praying that one day they will come, not because of 
their friend Maksim inviting them, but because of their new best friend Jesus. 
 
I wrote you briefly about Andrew and his wife Natalia. They are also students in our English class, and it is our 
joy to see them at other meetings from time to time. Andrew told me that he is a Buddhist and doesn’t want to 
change his faith, but he is interested in the true Gospel, which I see he has never heard. His wife is not so rigid. 
It is hard to say definitely, but I see that she really wants to accept what Jesus is offering her. Yet, whatever she 
does, it seems she wants to do it together with her husband, which I believe is very healthful and right. Please 
pray for this couple. 
 
There is a bunch of other people I also ask you to pray for. All of them have been involved in our activities, and 
we praise the Lord that we provide a place where people can meet their social, intellectual, and spiritual needs. 
Thank you very much for supporting our ministry here. 
 
In our Wednesday Bible Study group we’ve finished the epistles of Peter and now are considering the next book 
to study. Several people have asked me to continue the study of hermeneutics, so maybe we’ll do that in winter 
semester.  
 
December was warm and rainy. At the end of the month we organized a little celebration for the coming 
holidays and end of the semester. We invited everyone who ever attended with us, and were glad to receive a 
good number of people. Girls decorated our office, and we prepared cookies and tea. As usually happens, we 
played several games, sang some songs, and of course there was a sermon on what we should do at the end of a 
year. There were a lot of things on that list, but the most important was to make peace with God. It was another 
opportunity for our friends to hear the gospel and make their choices. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support. We enjoy this opportunity to serve our Lord together. Please keep 
praying for the people whose stories I’ve shared in this letter, and pray for our family to be able to share the 
gospel with more people in this wonderful city. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Lyosha, Alusia and Kirill Savchuk 
	  


